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food grains. This is highly irregular, as bonafide NFSA/
PMGKAY beneficiaries should be provided the full quantity
of their entitled food grains as per rules, without any
precondition...States/UTs should ensure that these
instructions are followed by all concerned,'' the central
government has told the state governments.

The clarification has been issued in the wake of claims
being made on social media that poor are being forced to
buy the flag forcibly to buy ration on the instructions of
the Government of India.

(Contd from page 1)

Buying flag no .......

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) workers take part 'Tiranga Bike Rally' organised as part of 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebrations, in Karad on Wednesday..

Aurangabad, Aug 10
(UNI) : Newly appointed
opposition leader in
Maharashtra state
legislative council Mr
Ambadas Danve on
Wednesday said that since
the last 39 days only two
ministers were working in
the state and the condition
of the state has
deteriorated fast.

Danve said that during
this period, farmers'
suicides have increased,
farmers have suffered a lot
of losses due to heavy
rains, roads have been
washed away in some
districts, school buildings
have fallen, and the two
ministers have not paid any
attention to solve these
issues.

He was speaking to
media persons after his
arrival in this city.

Large number of Shiv
Sana activists were present
at Kranti Chowk, the
central place of the city to
welcome the leader of the
opposition Mr Danve to the

Condition of the state
deteriorating : Danve

city.Accusing further he
said that the two ministers
CM and Dy CM are busy
with the inauguration of the
garden named after them.
He said that no one paid
attention to the issues of
the farmers, the people, in
such a situation the farmers
needed financial assistance
but they were deliberately
ignored.

He claimed that
atrocities have increased in
the state.

He said that the Shiv
Sena is fighting fiercely
against the betrayal of five
MLAs in the district and the
organization is being
strengthened to give
priority to people's issues.

He charged that the BJP
has done divisive politics
by making friends with
regional parties. "BJP is
doing this kind of politics in
many states of the country,
they are dreaming of ending
the regional parties, but there
is a big difference between
other parties and Shiv
Sena," he added.

Niyo appoints Kulkarni
as Head of Design

Mumbai, Aug 10 (UNI) : Leading consumer neo-
banking platform Niyo said it has appointed Kiran
Kulkarni as their Head of Design.

Kulkarni brings with him over 18 years of leadership
experience in product and interface design. At Niyo, he
will take a lead in enhancing Niyo’s banking app’s
experience for Niyo’s five million strong customer-base.

Prior to joining Niyo, Kulkarni was associated with
Paypal as their Senior UX Manager, Consumer
Experiences. In the past, he has built the design research
for tech-giant Yahoo! India and worked as a senior lecturer
at the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay.

New Delhi, Aug 10
(UNI) : The Supreme Court
on Wednesday granted
regular bail to 82-year-old
Telugu poet Varavara Rao,
an accused in the alleged
Bhima Koregaon case,
keeping in view his age and
deteriorating health
condition but imposed
certain conditions on him.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Justice U U Lalit
and also comprising
Justices Aniruddha Bose
and Sudhanshu Dhulia
passed the order after
hearing an appeal filed by
Rao seeking regular bail.

The court, however,
said that Rao shall not
leave Mumbai and imposed
many other conditions on
him. "He (Rao) should not
leave the area of Greater

Telugu poet Varavara Rao gets bail
Mumbai without express
permission from the Special
NIA Court at Mumbai and
that he shall not in anyway
misuse his liberty nor shall
he get in touch with any of
the witnesses or try to
influence the course of
investigation."He shall be
entitled to medical attention
of his choice, but shall keep
the NIA authorities in
touch with any such
developments, including
the medical attention
received by him," it said in
its order.

"The medical condition
of the appellant (Varavara
Rao) has not improved to
such an extent over a period
of time that the facility of
bail granted earlier be
withdrawn. The appellant is
entitled to relief of bail on

medical bail. We delete the
condition limiting relief in
terms of time," the court
said.Rao was arrested by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) in the Bhima
Koregaon case in which he
is being prosecuted for
allegedly indulging in anti-
national activities.

Rao had moved the
Supreme Court and filed an
appeal challenging the
order of the Bombay High
Court, which had dismissed
his bail plea.

The Bench noted that
this court won't go into the
rival contentions since the
appellant is 82 years old
and has spent two-and-a-
half years in custody.

Though the charge
sheet has been filed, some
of the accused are still not

apprehended and the
petitions by some accused
seeking discharge are
pending consideration, the
court noted.

Senior advocate Anand
Grover appearing for Rao
submitted that the trial has
not started and it will at
least take 10 years to finish
if even it starts today.

The appellant takes 13
medicines daily for
neurological problems,
cholesterol, blood pressure
and many other ailments.
He has been suffering from
constant headaches,
known as cluster
headaches, and needs
further examinations and
constant supervision.

He has retention
problems, movement
disorders with tremors and

gait instability, Grover
argued.Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju, appearing
for the NIA, submitted in
reply to a query that the
maximum punishment that
Rao may get in the case is
death sentence as he is
involved in the Unlawful
Activities and Prevention
Act (UAPA).

Raju told the court that
the health of the accused
has improved.Raju argued
that the claim that Rao was
suffering from Parkinson's
disease was not correct.
"Nothing serious", he said
about the health condition
of Rao after referring to
medical records.He told the
court that the age of the
accused was not a factor
given the seriousness of
the offence alleged.

Mumbai, August 10 (UNI)
Maharashtra state opposition leader
Ajit Pawar on Wednesday said that the
state government's relief being
extended to rain affected farmers is
inadequate.

Pawar reaction came after the state
cabinet meeting decision approved an
increase in the limit from two hectors
to three hectors for providing
assistance to the rain affected farmers.

He said that Vidarbha, Marathwada
regions and other states have suffered
huge damage to crops, houses and
agricultural lands due to heavy rains.

"As the norms of NDRF have
expired, even if the government
announces double aid, the farmers will
not get any relief. We had demanded

Govt aid for rain relief
inadequate: Pawar

Rs 75,000 per hectare for dry land and Rs
1.5 lakh per hectare for horticulture" he
said."The limit of 3 hectare area for the
relief of heavy rains is unfair and many
farmers will be deprived of the relief due
to this" he added.

"As the employment of agricultural
laborers is lost during heavy rains, they
should also be extended Rs 3800 per
family if the NDRF criterion for damage
to household utensils, clothes is
followed. Our Mahavikas Aghadi
government had given Rs 15,000 to each
affected family like Rs 5,000 each for
utensils, clothes and food grains" he said.

Rs 1.5 lakh were given for the houses
that were completely destroyed, and a
sum of Rs. 50,000 was given for partially
damaged houses" he said.

NCP sends
symbolic rakhis
to PM Modi,
Maha CM, DyCM

(By Prabuddha Ghosh)
Pune, Aug 10: The city

unit of Nationalist
Congress Party on
Wednesday sent a
symbolic rakhi each to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis,
reminding them of many
problems facing citizens
and also to make them
aware of their duty towards
citizens.

The spectre of inflation
is attacking the citizens, the
monster of unemployment
has ruined the lives of the
youth, fuel price hike has
broken the backs of
citizens, gas cylinder price
hike is bringing tears to
women's eyes, NCP
spokesperson Pradeep
Deshmukh said in a letter
to the Prime Minister.

He further said that
issues like women's safety,
farmers' suicides are
looming, but the
government is suppressing
the voice of the citizens by
misusing the government
systems, he added.Instead
of trying to solve these
problems as the guardian of
the country, the Prime
Minister is giving support
to many people who are
spreading discord in the
society, said Venu Shinde,
chairman of government
planning cell of NCP.

Merisis appoints
Ruchir Kapoor

Mumbai, Aug 10 (UNI) :
Mid-market investment
bank Merisis Advisors said
it has appointed industry
veteran Ruchir Kapoor as
D i r e c t o r - W e a l t h
Management and Co-Head
Fintech.

Kapoor comes with 20+
years of rich experience
across Wealth
Management, Fintech,
NBFC, Trade and SME
banking and has led large
teams across multiple
geographies. He has
worked with corporates like
Swift, Essel Finance, Tata
Capital and ICICI Bank and
has managed book sizes of
$400mn to $2bn.

Commenting on the
appointment, Fazal Ahad,
Managing Director, Merisis
Advisors, said: “We are
excited to have Ruchir join
us at a time when we are
increasing our focus on
fintech and foraying into
wealth management.
Ruchir’s breadth of
experience, relationships
and thought leadership will
help us sharpen our focus
in both these fields.”

Ruchir Kapoor said:
“We believe the Fintech
space will continue to
attract talent and capital...
Merisis has strong
connections with many
founders and
entrepreneurs and wealth
management is the logical
progression to complete
its offering. I am excited
to be part of it  at the
initial stage itself."

Pune, Aug 10 (UNI) :
Maharashtra Congress
spokesperson Gopaldada
Tiwari on Wednesday
slammed the ruling Eknath
Shinde and Devendra
Fadnavis-led coalition
government in the state,
alleging that in the name of
celebrating 'Amrit
Mahotsav' of Indian
independence, the coalition
government is spending
huge sums of public money
on advertisements.
Addressing a press
conference here, he further
alleged that the ruling BJP
leaders are eager to get their
"photographs" printed on
advertisements about
'Amrit Mahotsav' for which
they are using "crores of
rupees" of public money.

"This kind of behaviour
is totally narrow and self-
centred," he said.Tiwari
said that on occasion of
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence, the central
government should rekindle
historical memories by
showing the pictures of
freedom fighters.However,
in those advertisements,
the photographs of

Cong accuses govt of
spending public money
on advertisements

prominent freedom fighters
including Mahatma Gandhi
are missing, he said.

Talking about ongoing
'Har Ghar Tiranga'
campaign, the Congress
leader came down heavily
on the government for its
'predicament of buying
polyester flags', saying this
is absolutely
'reprehensible'.He said that
it is necessary for the rulers
to understand the meaning
of the national flag, the
tricolour should be made of
khadi (an indigenous
cloth).It would have been
possible for the central
government to produce the
tricolour from indigenous
cloth despite the crunch of
government money, he said
and added that 'then the
buying of inferior flags and
shameless administration
could have been avoided'.

Tiwari accused the state
BJP leaders of making
absurd statements.

Flood water
discharged from
Jayakwadi dam

A u r a n g a b a d
(Maharashtra), Aug 10
(UNI) : Discharging excess
flood water from the one of
the biggest dams,
Jayakwadi, continued on
Wednesday in view of
continuous inflow from
upstream dams of Nashik and
Ahmednagar districts. The
Water Resources Department
said that the dam was holding
2,058.688 million cubic meter
(MCM), which is 95 per
cent of its total capacity.
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