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PRESS RELEASE 

Infosys Foundation Announces Winners of the Aarohan Social Innovation Awards 

12 Social Innovators recognized for their breakthrough innovations and awarded total prize 

money of INR 1.70 crores 

Bengaluru – February 26, 2019: Infosys Foundation, the philanthropic and CSR arm of Infosys, today 

announced the winners of Aarohan Social Innovation Awards, 2018-19. The Aarohan Awards were 

established with a vision to recognize and reward individuals, teams or NGOs that are developing unique 

solutions for the social sector that have the potential to positively impact the underprivileged in India, at 

scale.  

 

The Foundation identified winners across six award categories: Healthcare, Rural Development, 
Destitute Care, Women’s Safety & Empowerment, Education & Sports and Sustainability. The 

winners were selected from a pool of more than 900 submissions by a distinguished jury comprising Prof. 
Trilochan Sastry, former Dean, IIM Bangalore; Padma Shree Mr. Arvind Gupta, an Indian toy inventor 

and science expert; Prof. Anil Gupta, visiting faculty member, IIM Ahmedabad, a globally renowned 

scholar of grassroots innovations and founder of the Honey Bee Network; Prof. GVV Sharma, Faculty 

member of the Department of Electrical Engineering and Coordinator, Teaching Learning Centre, IIT 

Hyderabad;  Mr. Sumit Virmani, Senior Vice President and Global Head - Marketing, Infosys, and Infosys 

Foundation Chairperson and renowned author Mrs. Sudha Murty. 
 
The winners of the Aarohan Social Innovation Awards 2018-19 are: 

 Platinum Award Winners, each team receiving prize money of INR 30 lakhs 

• Healthcare: Prashant Gade from Madhya Pradesh, for a low-cost myo-electric prosthetic arm 

called ‘Inali Arm’ 

• Education: Khushwant Rai and Anjali Khurana from Punjab, for creating an affordable personal 
braille printer  
 

 Gold Award Winners, each team receiving prize money of INR 20 lakhs 

• Sustainability: Mayur Ramrao Ladole, Gaurav Ghanshyam Dastane and Nilesh Lakshman 

Jadhav from Maharashtra, for a novel water-disinfecting hand pump 

• Women’s Safety & Empowerment: Samagra Empowerment Foundation from Maharashtra, for 

the ‘SmartLoo’ platform 
 

 

https://www.infosys.com/infosys-foundation/pages/index.aspx
https://www.infosys.com/pages/index.aspx
https://www.infosys.com/newsroom/press-releases/Pages/launches-aarohan-social-innovation-awards.aspx


 
 Silver Award Winners, each team receiving prize money of INR 15 lakhs 

• Destitute Care: Sumanth Mudaliar and Vishrut Gaurangkumar Bhatt from Gujarat, for ‘Handicare’, 
a mobility device for the specially-abled 

• Healthcare: Aakash Bhadana, Vasu Kaushik and Rahul Gupta from Haryana for ‘Caeli’, a smart 

automated drug delivery and anti-pollution mask for respiratory patients 

 

  Bronze Award Winners, each team receiving prize money of INR 10 lakhs 

• Rural Development: Sharwan Kumar Bajya from Rajasthan, for ‘Wider’, an affordable weed 

removal machine that processes weed into green manure 

• Education: Sanskriti Dawle from Karnataka, for developing ‘Annie’, an audio tactile device to 

address low braille literacy in India 

 

 Jury Special Mentions, each team receiving prize money of INR 5 lakhs 

• Sustainability: Saathi Pads from Gujarat, for making 100 percent biodegradable and compostable 

sanitary pads from banana fiber 

• Education: Chirag Bhandari, Siddharth Gala and Kavya Ananth from Maharashtra, for ‘Yelo Bag’, 
a school bag designed to convert into a writing desk 

• Rural Development: Karibasappa MG, Dayananda K and Anil Kumar MK, from Karnataka, for 

developing a solar insect trap that reduces the usage of chemical pesticides in agriculture 

• Women Safety and Empowerment: Ajinkya Vikas Dhariya from Maharashtra, for developing 

‘PadCare’, a decentralized sanitary pad sterilization, segregation and disposal unit 

 

Felicitating the winners, Mrs. Sudha Murty, Chairperson, Infosys Foundation, said, “The Aarohan Social 

Innovation Awards were conceived as a means of creating impactful change at scale, by encouraging 

people to address social challenges in India. All the winners have showcased this spirit at the core of their 

creations and we are proud to recognize their efforts. I would like to congratulate not just the winners, but 

each and every one of the 906 participants who are working tirelessly across the length and breadth of 

India to create social innovations with the aim of making a difference. Infosys Foundation is committed to 

providing continued encouragement for such innovations and help scale their impact to change lives of 

those in need.” 

Furthermore, to help incubate and scale their innovations, the platinum and gold award winners are also 

eligible for an 8-week residential mentorship at IIT Hyderabad, costs of which will be jointly sponsored by 

IIT Hyderabad and the Infosys Foundation.   

 



 
For more information on the Aarohan Social Innovation Awards and the winners stories please visit: 

www.infosys.com/aarohan 

 
About Infosys Foundation 
Established in 1996, the Infosys Foundation supports programs in the areas of education, rural 
development, healthcare, arts and culture, and destitute care. Its mission is to work in remote regions of 
several states in India. The Infosys Foundation takes pride in working with all sections of society, selecting 
projects with infinite care, and working in areas that are traditionally overlooked by society at large. 
For more details, please log on: https://www.infosys.com/infosys-foundation 
 
About Infosys 
Infosys is a global leader in next-generation digital services and consulting. We enable clients in 45 
countries to navigate their digital transformation. With over three decades of experience in managing the 
systems and workings of global enterprises, we expertly steer our clients through their digital journey. We 
do it by enabling the enterprise with an AI-powered core that helps prioritize the execution of change. We 
also empower the business with agile digital at scale to deliver unprecedented levels of performance and 
customer delight. Our always-on learning agenda drives their continuous improvement through building and 
transferring digital skills, expertise, and ideas from our innovation ecosystem. 
 
Visit www.infosys.com to see how Infosys (NYSE: INFY) can help your enterprise navigate your next. 
 
Safe Harbor 
Certain statements mentioned in this release concerning our future growth prospects are forward-looking 
statements regarding our future business expectations intended to qualify for the 'safe harbor' under the 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which involve a number of risks and uncertainties that 
could cause actual results to differ materially from those in such forward-looking statements. The risks and 
uncertainties relating to these statements include, but are not limited to, risks and uncertainties regarding 
fluctuations in earnings, fluctuations in foreign exchange rates, our ability to manage growth, intense 
competition in IT services including those factors which may affect our cost advantage, wage increases in 
India, our ability to attract and retain highly skilled professionals, client concentration, restrictions on 
immigration, industry segment concentration, our ability to manage our international operations, reduced 
demand for technology in our key focus areas, disruptions in telecommunication networks or system 
failures, data privacy breaches or cyber security incidents, our ability to successfully complete and integrate 
potential acquisitions, liability for damages on our service contracts, the success of the companies in which 
Infosys has made strategic investments, withdrawal or expiration of governmental fiscal incentives, political 
instability and regional conflicts, legal restrictions on raising capital or acquiring companies outside India, 
and unauthorized use of our intellectual property and general economic conditions affecting our industry. 
Additional risks that could affect our future operating results are more fully described in our United States 
Securities and Exchange Commission filings including our Annual Report on Form 20-F for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 2018. These filings are available at www.sec.gov. Infosys may, from time to time, make 
additional written and oral forward-looking statements, including statements contained in the company's 
filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission and our reports to shareholders. The company does 
not undertake to update any forward-looking statements that may be made from time to time by or on behalf 
of the company unless it is required by law. 
 
Media Contacts: PR_India@Infosys.com 
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