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WESTBENGAL

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY29

A MARCH by BJP workers in
Barrackpore of North 24
Parganasdistrictoverallegedde-
terioration of lawandorder sit-
uationintheareaturnedviolent
onMondaywhentheprotesters
pelted police with stones and
broke throughbarricades.

The police resorted to lathi-
charge,usedwatercannons,and
fired tear gas shells to disperse
the protesting workers led by
state party president Sukanta
Majumdar.

At least 10 protesters were
detained, thepolice said. A sen-
iorpoliceofficersaid,“Policeex-
ercised restraint and only re-
sortedtonecessaryactionwhen
thesituationbecamepotentially
volatile. However, complaints
will be thoroughly investigated
and appropriatemeasures will
be taken.”

TheBJP,ontheotherhand,al-
leged that severalpartyworkers,
includingwomen,wereinjuredin
thepoliceaction.“Today,wecame
heretoprotestagainstthedeteri-
orationof thelawandordersitu-
ation.But thepolice launchedan
attackonus.Ourwomenworkers

have suffered injuries andoneof
thembrokeher leg.We strongly
condemnsuchactionby thepo-
lice.Wewill take up thematter
withtheNationalCommissionfor
Women,”saidMajumdar.

Nearly 25 party workers
wereinjuredinthebaton-charge
andafewwereevenadmittedto
ahospital, heclaimed.

Later in the day, Majumdar
staged a dharna outside the
Titagarhpolicestation,demand-
ingthatthedetainedworkersbe
released immediately.

Leader of Opposition in
state Assembly Suvendu
Adhikari also condemned the
incident. "Thepolice launched
an assault on our workers
withoutanyprovocation. They
arrested our workers. We de-
mand their unconditional re-
lease," said Adhikari during a
press conference.

Reactingtotheincident,TMC
state general secretary Kunal
Ghoshsaid, "TheBJPresortedto
hooliganism in the name of or-
ganising a protest. They broke
barricades, and as a result, the
police resorted to lathi-charge.
Thiswas not a peaceful protest.
Theyplannedtocreatea ruckus
there."

—WITHPTI INPUTS
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BJP workers clash
with police during
Barrackpore protest

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY29

A DAY after Union Minister
Shantanu Thakur said that the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), which was enacted in
December 2019,will be imple-
mentedacrossthecountryinthe
next seven days, West Bengal
ChiefMinisterMamataBanerjee
onMondaysaidtheBJPhasagain
startedharpingonthecitizenship
lawforvotessincetheLokSabha
electionsarearoundthecorner.

“Wewere the oneswho hit
the streets to protest against the
NRC (National Register of
Citizens).OurRajbangshi friends
arecitizensalready.They(theBJP)
are now screaming CAA CAA
againtodopoliticsbeforetheelec-
tions.Hereeverybodyisacitizen.
Wehavegiventhemtherecogni-
tion, permanent settlement, and
the benefits of our welfare
schemes.Ifthesepeoplearen'tcit-
izens,howdidtheyvote?Howdid
theygetthebenefitsofthesewel-
fareschemes?"Banerjeesaidata
publicdistributionprogrammein
Cooch Behar district in north
BengalonMonday.

The chief minister said her
government has acknowledged

all colonies as permanent ad-
dressesandall residentswhoget
the benefit of various state gov-
ernment benefits are citizens of
thecountry. “Wehavegivenper-
manentaddressestoallcolonies.
Theygetration,gotoschools,get
scholarships, and avail of Kisan
Bandhu,Shikhashree,Aikyashree,
andLakshmirBhandar schemes.
Howweretheyable tocastvotes
if they were not citizens?"
Banerjeeasked.

On Sunday, addressing a
public meeting at Kakdwip in
South24Parganasdistrict,Union
MoS for Shipping, Ports and
Waterways said, “Ram Temple
has been inaugurated and I can
guaranteethatinthenextseven
days,notjustinWestBengal,the
CAAwillbeimplementedacross
India. The law will be imple-
mented ineverystate”.

The BJPMP fromBongaon, a
constituency dominated by the
Matua community, also alleged
thatdespiterepeatedassurances
from the state government, a
large number of Matuas have
been denied voter IDs and
Aadhaarcards. “Thechiefminis-
terofWestBengalrepeatedlysaid
thatthosewhomigratedtoIndia
after1971(Bangladeshliberation
war) and have voter IDs and
Aadhaarcardsarecitizensof this
country.Buttherearethousands
ofpeopleherewhohavebeende-
nied voter ID cards. Is it because
they belong to theMatua com-
munityandsupporttheBJP?The
stategovernmentisdoingthisto
suit its political agenda. Those
whomigratedafter1971needcit-
izenship to secure their future
generations. This is the reason
whytheCentrehasbroughtinthe

CAA and it must be imple-
mented,"Thakursaid.

Matuas belong to the
Scheduled Caste Namasudra
community that migrated to
Indiainlargenumbers,firstdur-
ing the Partition, and then after
the 1971Bangladesh Liberation
War. As many as three crore
Matuas inWestBengalreside in
North 24 Parganas and Nadia
districts. It is because of the cir-
cumstances under which they
migratedtoIndia,manyof them
never formally received Indian
citizenship, thus making it a
long-standing demand of the
community.

However, Thakur’s BJP col-
leagueandLeaderofOpposition
inAssembly, SuvenduAdhikari,
claimedthatCAAwillbe imple-
mented by February end.
“Shantanu Thakur is a Union
Minister, who attends Cabinet
meetings and therefore, has ac-
cesstomoreinformation.Hehas
madeaclaimonCAAimplemen-
tationbasedonhis information.
As faras Iknow,CAAwillbe im-
plemented by February 29. It
maynotbe implemented in the
firsthalfof thenextmonth,butI
canclearlysaythat itwillbeim-
plemented by February end,"
saidAdhikari.

ChiefMinisterMamataBanerjeeataneventduringhervisit,
inCoochBehardistrict,Monday. Express

AsUnionMinister talks about implementing
CAA,Mamata slamsBJP: ‘Harping for votes’

ThakurclaimedCAAwillbe implemented in7days,SuvendusaidbyFeb-end

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY29

AROUND 100 best heritage ve-
hiclesofKolkata, includingeight
vintage Rolls-Royce cars, were
displayed at “The Lake Club
EIMG Concours D’ Elegance
2024”—avintagecarshow—in
KolkataonSunday.

Vintage car enthusiasts and
curious onlookers came in large
numbersattheLakeClubtogeta
glimpseoftheclassicautomobiles
and motorbikes selected by
ShrivardhanKanoria,avintagecar
collector and restorer. Spanning
several decades, the showdis-
playeddiversecollectionsof vin-
tagecarsandmotorbikes.

“Theeventisn'tjustagather-
ing of cars. It is celebrating the
things of the past. I appreciate
Shrivardhan Kanoria for organ-
ising such shows and he is so
good at it. Theway he restored
Rolls-Royceshowshispassion. I
have a special love for old cars. I
andmytwinbrotherhadbought
onewhenwewere17yearsold.
Kanoriaisdoingawonderfuljob
bybringingalltheenthusiastto-
getherandbyorganisingaseries
of activities,” said 85-year-old
vintagecarCanadianenthusiast

JohnMilne.
Forthepastfiveyears,theLake

Clubhasbeenhostingthevintage
car show in collaborationwith
Eastern IndiaMotoring Group
(EIMG),agroupofheritagevehicle
ownersfoundedbyKanoria.

The daylong Concours D’
Elegance started at 9 am on
Sunday.Besidesprovidingaplat-
formfortheshow,acompetition
wasalsoheldamongthepartici-
pants. The vehicleswere judged
on the basis of authenticity,
restoration,maintenance,histor-
ical importance, and rarity. The
trophiesweresponsoredbyJulia
Patnaik(Bhubaneswar),aleading

vintageandclassiccarcollector.
“MydreamistomakeKolkata

richand famous in the sphereof
vintagemotoring. Thismove of
Lake Club get-together with
EIMGhasbeenabigsteptowards
preservingthemotoringheritage
ofEasternIndia.Specialthanksto
The Lake Club president, Tamal
Mukherjee, the joint secretaries,
SubrataGuha, DebabrataDutta,
andall thecommitteemembers
of the Club, for the breathtaking
venue, cocktail brunch, hoard-
ings, andwonderful hospitality.
TheConcoursdinnerwashosted
by EIMGmember Rajiv Ghosh,"
saidKanoria.

At EIMG’s vintage car show,
a display of motoring heritage

ShrivardhanKanoria, the foundingpresidentofEIMG,with
hisRolls-Royce inKolkataonSunday. ShashiGhosh

Kolkata:ChiefMinisterMamataBanerjeeonMondaysaidthat
shewill once again sit on a dharna on February 2 tomark her
protestagainst theCentre fornotclearingduestothestateun-
dervariouswelfareschemes."TheCentreisdeprivingusofour
funds.Wewill wait till February 1. If we do not get our dues,
then Iwill sit on adharnaonFebruary2. Thedharnawill con-
tinue ineveryboothacross thestate," saidBanerjee.ENS

CMTOSIT ONDHARNAAGAINSTCENTRE’S FUNDS

Set medical
board, examine
condition: HC
to govt on rape
survivor’s plea
Kolkata: The Calcutta HC
Monday directed the West
Bengal government to form a
medical board to examine the
condition of a 27-year-old rape
survivorwhowantstoterminate
her pregnancy. Thepetitioner’s
lawyersubmittedthatshe is suf-
feringfromgravemental trauma
andthecourtmaypermittheter-
minationofthepregnancy,stated
tobebetween20and24weeks.

Justice Sabyasachi
Bhattacharyyadirected the state
government to form amedical
boardtoexaminethepetitioner’s
condition and file a report on
February2.Meanwhile, thestate
counselsubmittedthatasperthe
petition,theunfortunateincident
took place in July 2023, and as
such,thepregnancymaybemore
advancedthanpleaded.

JusticeBhattacharyyadirected
thatthemedicalboardwillcom-
priseatleasttwowell-established
medicalpractitioners,oneofthem
must be fromthe field of gynae-
cology and another frompaedi-
atrics. The petitionerwill be ex-
amined at the state-run MR
Bangur Hospital. Thematter is
listedforFebruary2. PTI

TANIYAACHERJEE
KOLKATA,JANUARY29

Asthewinterchillwanes,thecity
issetforawarmerspellaccompa-
nied by rain showers from
Wednesday. Kolkataanticipateda
minimum temperature of 13.6
degrees Celsius Monday, and
recordedamaximumof23.7de-
greesCelsiusintheafternoon.

StartingWednesday,boththe
city and its northerndistricts are
poised for light tomoderaterain,
persistingpossiblyuntilFriday,the
weatherdepartmentsaid.

Lowesttemperaturesmayas-
cendafter the anticipated rains,
MeT official said. Over the next
two days, dryweather is fore-
casted for the city and its neigh-
bouringsoutherndistricts,includ-
ingHowrah,Hooghly, Purba and
PaschimMedinipur, North and

South 24 Parganas, Purulia,
Murshidabad, Nadia, Birbhum,
Purba and PachimBardhaman,
Bankura, and Jhargram. Shallow
tomoderatefogisexpected.

While Purulia maintains a
consistentlowesttemperatureof
8.1 degrees Celsius, Sriniketan is
expectedtotouchthelowestat9.4
degreesCelsius.

Darjeeling continues to re-
mainthecoldestdistrictat3.8de-
greesCelsiusatnight.

Starting Tuesday, Darjeeling,
Jalpaiguri,Kalimpong,Alipurduar,
Coochbehar, North and South
Dinajpur, Malda may witness
lightrain.Thelowesttemperature
in Coochbehar is expected to be
at 7.9 degrees at night, while
Jalpaiguri and Kalimpongwill
hoveraround8degreesCelsius.

(TaniyaAcherjeeisaninternat
the Kolkata office of The Indian
Express)

End of winter chill signals
rising temperatures, rain

Kolkata
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SAMANHUSAIN
NEWDELHI, JANUARY29

COUNCILLOR FUND for parkmaintenance, scheme forworkers to
help with medical expenses: With the Budget session of the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi set to begin this week, these are
some of the proposals that will be highlighted by Leader of
Opposition, BJP’s Raja Iqbal Singh, whowill be initiating the gen-
eral discussiononTuesday.

“I will be proposing the accommodation of a
councillor’s development fund of Rs 2 crore that
canbeusedbytheelectedcouncillorstodealwith
the issues in their respectivewards,” Singh told
The IndianExpress.

Singhalsosaidhewouldpush foracouncillor
fundforparkmaintenance.“MostMCDparkscur-
rently lack horticulture equipment, lights and
properpathways,”hesaid.

Additionally,Singhplanstourgeforacashless
scheme forMCDworkers, whichwill help them
withtheirmedicalexpenses.“MCDemployeesare
notbeingentertainedbythecivicbody’shospitals
as the corporation takes toomuch time to clear
theirmedical expenses. I will propose a cashless
schemeunderwhichMCDemployees can easily
avail free health checkups at the hospitalsmain-
tainedbythecivicbody,”hesaid.

Singhalsoplanstopushforschemesthatpro-
vide tax relief tocitizens.

The budget discussions will take place
February5,6and7.

Leader of the HouseMukesh Goel will then
presentthefinalbudgetintheHouseafteramend-
mentsonFebruary8.CorporationCommissioner
GyaneshBharti had earlier presented thebudget
in theHouse forapproval inDecember.

“There will be a detailed discussion on the
budget,”theMayor'sofficesaidinitsstatementto
thepress.

Meanwhile, Tuesday’smonthly housemeet-
ingendedwithin20minutesafteraruckusbroke
outassoonasthesessionstarted.Thisresulted in
agendasbeingpassedwithoutanydiscussion.

BJP councillors burst into slogans, even as
Mayor Shelly Oberoi urged them to take their
seats and to respect the dignity of the house. As
theBJPcouncillorscontinuedtoraiseslogans, the
mayor passed the agendas and adjourned the
house.

Out of the 25 proposals put forward in the
meeting, 7 proposals have been postponed, one
rejected while one proposal has been referred
back.

ARNABJITSUR
NEWDELHI, JANUARY29

“MY BROTHERS and I told her
not tostayso lateat the jagran...
I kept calling her aroundmid-
night,buthervoicekeptbreak-
ing so I thought it must be due
to the crowd,” recalled Vikas
(24), the eldest son of 45-year-
oldTinawhowhowaskilledaf-
teramakeshift stageata jagran
collapsed in Southeast Delhi’s
KalkajiMandironthe interven-
ing night of Saturday and
Sunday.

Tina was a resident of
Tughlakabad Extension. She is
survived by four family mem-
bers — husband Ved Prakash,
who is avegetable seller, Vikas,
Barun, an e-rickshaw driver,

and Sunny.
According topolice, 17peo-

plewereinjuredintheincident.
A day after the incident,

Vikas,whoworkswithaprivate
firm, told The Indian Express,
“Mymother,whowasahouse-
wife, was a very religious per-
son and used to attend jagrans
at the KalkajiMandir regularly.
Most event organisers and
priests knew her... In the days
preceding the event, she was
very excited and told us that
this time, B Praakwill perform
at the jagran... We told her not
to attend the jagran so late, but
she along with a few neigh-
bours went to the temple on
Saturday.”

According to Barun, Tina’s
youngest son, he had called his
mother at least twice — at 12

am on Saturday and then 30
minutes later — but he could

nothearherbecauseof theloud
backgroundmusic. “Her voice
kept breaking, so I called up a
few of our neighbours attend-
ing theevent,butnoneof them
pickedupmycalls...Whenever
she used to go to jagrans, she
wouldreturnaftermidnight, so
I thought this time too, she
would return early. So, I fell
asleep,” he said.

On Sunday morning, when
Barun,his father andhisbroth-
ers could not contact Tinawho
hadnotreturnedhomeafterthe
jagran, they startedpanicking.

“We received a call around
noon from a person, who said
that mymother had met with
an accident after a stage col-
lapsedinsidethetempleduring
the jagran...,” saidVikas.

According to police, Tina’s

postmortemwas carriedout at
the AIIMS Trauma Centre on
Monday.

Vikas also said, “This is neg-
ligence on the part of the tem-
ple authorities... How could
theyholdsuchabigeventwith-
out safety measures in place?
Who is answerable for my
mother’s death? She was sim-
plyadevoteewhowantedtobe
part of the jagran, like sheused
to everyweek.”

OnMonday, theDelhiPolice
said that they had received an
application from one Satish
Kumar on behalf of the organ-

isers—Sri Kalkaji Sajja Sevadar
Mitr Mandal — to organise the
jagran at theKalkajiMandir.

“There are several other
members of the Mitr Mandal.
The jagranwasheld in the area
called Mahant Parishar, thus,
the land owner of Mahant
Parishar, tenthouseowner,pro-
moters,andperformersamong
others are being examined, to
identify themainorganisers for
fixing the liability,” said DCP
(Southeast) RajeshDeo.

PolicehadfiledanFIRunder
thechargeofnegligenceagainst
unknownpersons.

THECITY 5WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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‘Who is answerable for my mother’s death?’: Son of
lone victim killed in Kalkaji Mandir stage collapse

Tinawasaresidentof
TughlakabadExtension.She
is survivedbyherhusband
andthreesons

NewDelhi:A44-year-old advo-
cate allegedly committed sui-
cideby jumping fromtheSaket
Court building Monday night.
Police said the deceased, Om
Kumar Sharma, was suffering
from a liver ailment and left a
suicidenoteat the spot.

As per the police, they re-
ceivedacall around8pmabout
theincident.StaffersattheSaket
court said theysawanadvocate

jump from the lawyer’s cham-
bersandhaddied.

Ankit Chauhan, DCP (South)
said,“Werushedtothespot... he
waslyingneartheparkingarea.”

“On Monday evening, he
went to a hospitalwith hiswife
andlatercametocourt.Helefthis
wife at themain gate andwent
inside. Around 20-30minutes
later,hiswifefoundoutaboutthe
incident,”saidtheDCP.ENS

44-yr-old advocate jumps
off Saket court building

In discussion for MCD
Budget: Councillor
fund for parks, medical
scheme for workers

NewDelhi:TheAllIndiaCongress
Committee (AICC) has ap-
pointed Pushpa Singh as the
president of Delhi Mahila
CongressMonday.

AresidentofMehrauli,Singh
had earlier served as an MCD
councillorandhadalsoreceived
the5thbestcouncillorawardin
2016. According to party
sources, DPCC President
ArvinderLovelywasinfavourof
Singh’s appointment.

“As Rahul Gandhi’s soldiers,
we are going towork hard and
strengthentheMahilaCongress
in Delhi... the upcoming
CongressWorkers’ convention
onFebruary3willbethefirstbig
event undermy leadership, for
whichtheMahilawingwillpro-
vide full support to make the
event bigger and better, I hope
that I can strengthen the
women’s wing further,” Singh
toldThe IndianExpress.ENS

Pushpa Singh
appointed Delhi
Mahila Cong head
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