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10% APPLICANTS ARE INDIANS: US

US issues 1.4 mn visas
to Indians, sets record

Visitor appointment
wait time down 75%
from 1,000 days

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, Januvary 29

THE US PROCESSED a record
1.4 million visas to Indians in
2023, bringing down visitor
visaappointmentwait timesby
75%, the US Embassy said on
Monday.

Therewasa 60% increasein
visa applications from Indians
compared to 2022.

Process improvements and
investments in staffing have
brought down appointment
wait times forvisitorvisas from
an average of 1,000 days to
only 250 days around the
country while wait times are
minimalinall other categories,
it said.

“In 2023, the US Embassy
and Consulates in India
processed a record-smashing
1.4 million visas, bringing
downvisitorvisaappointment
wait times by 75%. Demand
across all visa classes was
unprecedented, with a 60%
increase in applications com-
pared to 2022. Indians now
represent one out of every 10
US visa applicants around the
world," the Embassy said in a
statement.

Visitor visas (B1/B2) have
rebounded to represent the
second highest number of
applications in the US Mis-
sion's history at more than
700,000.

"The US Embassy and Con-
sulates met this demand
through athree-month staffing
surge in Mumbai early in the
year, by increased permanent
staff levels and through the

THE GREAT AMERICAN DREAM

W The US
Embassy also
said a pilot
programme will
streamline the
renewal process
for H1B visa
holders in 2024

M The US Embassy said the
Consulate General, Mumbai,
eliminated a queue of more than
31,000 immigrant visa cases
delayed by the pandemic

employment of innovative
technical solutions. Process
improvements and invest-
ments in staffing have brought
the appointment wait time for
visitorvisasdown fromanaver-
age of 1,000 days to only 250
days around the country. Wait
times are minimal in all other
categories,'it said.

In 2023, the US consular
teamin Indiaissued morethan
140,000 student visas -- more
than in any other country, set-
ting a record for the third year
inarow.

"Taken individually, Mum-
bai, New Delhi, Hyderabad and
Chennai now stand as the top
four student visa processing
postsintheworld.Asaresult of
these surging numbers,Indian
students have become the
largest group of international
graduate students in the
United States and make up
more thanaquarterof the over
one million foreign students
studying in the United States,"
the US Embassy said.

"Employment visas remain
atop priority.Consularteamin
India consolidated most peti-
tion-based visa processing in
Chennai and Hyderabad to

increase efficiency, leading to
the processing of over 380,000
employment visas for Indians
and their family members in
2023 and allowing the US Mis-
sion to maintain a minimal
appointment wait time," it
added.

The US Embassy also said a
pilot programme will stream-
line the renewal process for
H-1Bvisaholdersin 2024.

"In 2024, a pilot pro-
grammewillalloweligible H1B
holders to renew their visas in
the United States, further
streamlining the process for
this group,"itadded.

The US Embassy said the
Consulate General, Mumbai,
eliminated a queue of more
than 31,000 immigrant visa
cases delayed by the pandemic.

"Those who have a pending
immigrant visa petition and
are ready for scheduling can
now obtain an appointment
within the standard, pre-pan-
demic appointment window.
The US Mission continues to
invest in the future of consular
services in India and explore
ways to provide more efficient
and convenient services," the
statement said.

[IM-A placements from Feb 6

ABHINAY KUMAR
Ahmedabad, January 29

IIM-AHMEDABAD, ONE of the
top management institutes in
the country, is all set to com-
mence the final placements for
its PGP (Post Graduate Pro-
gramme in Management) and
PGP-FABM (Food and Agricul-
ture Business Management)
courses from February 6.

The institute announced
that it has witnessed excep-

tional participation from the
leading firmsasrecruiting part-
ners. Some of the participating
firms include Microsoft, Ama-
zon Finance,HCL Software, Navi
Technologies and FinlIQ. FinIQ,
offering 11 positions, is the
leading recruiter for this year’s
placements.

The placementswill be done
inthree clusters following IIMA's
cluster-cohort-based placement
approach. The first cluster is
scheduled tobeheld on February

6,second on February 9 and the
third clusteris scheduled for Feb-
ruary 12. The process for the
PGP-FABM programme is
scheduled for February 9.

The placement process will
be held according to the hybrid
model, offering both in-person
and online interactions to suit
the preferences of recruiting
partners. The class of PGP and
PGP-FABM 2024 comprises444
students,including 397 PGPand
47 PGP-FABM students.
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Day after win, Tom Hartley gets a
Whitney Houston-inspired chant

As England players
win the on-field
battle, Barmy Army
is an overjoyed lot

VENKATA KRISHNA B
Hyderabad, January 29

BARMY ARMY'S LEAD trum-
peter Simon Finch hadataskon
hand for the day after,what he
and other travelling England
fans are calling, “the best away
winever”.Having flown to India
withoutachant for Hyderabad's
unexpected hero, the left-arm
debutant spinner Tom Hartley,
he was busy composing the
background score.

With figures of 7/62 in the
secondinnings of thefirst game
of the tour, therewasanurgency
in the Barmy

the first Test, the English fans
had made their presence
felt.“Itwasjustan unbeliev-
able atmosphere, definitely
better than what we get back
home,” Chuck Adolphy,who is
Barmy Army’s tour manager,
tells The Indian Express. “We
were interestingly placed in
between the school children.
Backhome,we are the oneswho
usually keep the mood going.
But these kids were louder than
what we have seen. So it was a
real challenge to build one
atmosphere of ourown.But
itmadeforsomelovely
moments.”
Despite not
havingwon aTest
series in India
since 2012,
according to
Adolphy a record
numberoffansare
expected to turn

traditional centres, there were
concerns if England fans would
turn up. But according to Adol-
phy, it turned into an unex-
pected game changer.“A lot of
themhavebeen cominghere for
years.And since thevenueswere
scattered all across, in a vast
country like India, it is tough to
manage the logistics. But apart
from getting to watch Bazball,
most of them also wanted to
explore Hyderabad, Vizag,
Rajkot, Ranchi and
Dharamshalaastheyhave never
been before,” Adolphy says.
Meanwhile, Finch
gives alow down of
the chants that
they have been
ready with. The
one for Mark
Wood is inspired
bytheBeatles'track
Twist and Shout.
But there isa prob-
lem too.“He takes

Army rank and
file to come up
with a special
song for Hart-
ley. By evening
it was ready.
"The chant is
ready, it is
inspired by the
Whitney Hous-

With figures of

7/62

in the first game of the tour,
there was an urgency in the
Barmy Army rank and file to
come up with a special

ton song I

wanna dance song for Hartley

with  some-
body'" he tells
The Indian Express.

Lateintothenighton Sunday,
1,000-odd England fans in
Hyderabadweren’t complaining
with the Houston-inspired
chant. Gathered at the city's'10
Downing Street'watering hole,
they sang and danced through
the night. Finch would come up
withanaptsonginthealienhand
- “Everywhere we go, the people
wanttoknowwhoweare”Thein-
house D] would soon cut off his
music and play his own. The
Army was in no mood to com-
plain oreven toleave the place.

“We went on well into mid-
night for sure. They first
switched off the musicsystems,
butwestillkept going.Then they
switched off a few lights. We
responded by getting even
louder. And then they switched
offall thelights,but we still car-
ried on in complete darkness.
We can’t wait to be in Vizag,’
chuckles Finch.

At the stadium all through

up in India
through the
course of the

M Despite not
havingwon a
Test series in

way toolongto fin-
ishanover!Sincehe

series. While o is putting in too
Dharamshala -  Indiasince 2012, mti:h er%ergy, it
thevenuewhichis ~ @recordnumber  ooe5 for seven-
hosting the final offans are eight minutes and
Test,issettobethe ~ €xpectedtoturn  then you have
biggest attraction, up in India Stokes changing
according to Adol- through the the field almost
phy, there is no course of the every ball. So to
better  crowd- series keep blowing the
puller than trumpet and the
Bazball. B \When the chantgoingforthat
“They  have schedule was long is really tiring.
shownusthereisa announced with We are just hqping
new way to play Tests being he gets a wicket
Test cricket and played in the everynowandthe2
jchey . ha\{e non-traditional sowe geta break!
imprinted . their centres. there Finchssays. .
style. Even if they were concerns if When O!he
step down tomor- Enaland f Popewas changing
row, there is no nglandtans the course of the
way,we can goback would turnup match, the Barmy
to that traditional Army was there to
way of playing Test lend him theirvoice.

cricket. The travelling fans tell
you how even they are brought
intothisapproachanditiswhat
you come to pay and watch.
Sincethe Bazballcameonweare
witnessing more membership
requestsandwith everyTest,the
ticket demand has only been
increasing,’says Adolphywhois
making all the arrangements
including hotel stay, commute
to the ground and travel
within India.
When the schedule
was announced with
Tests being played in the non-

Chants of “Hot, hot, hot....Ollie
Pope”hung in the air for several
minutes as Pope completed the
most enterprising century ever
made by a visiting batsman on
Indian soil.

During their pre-tour
preparation camp in Abu
Dhabi, one of the standing
instructions from former Test
star Graeme Swann, who
coached the team's spinners,
was to silence the local crowd.
Once that is done, the English
can expect the Barmy Army to
make them feel at home.
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