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Unlike any oaher ¢

Frustration grows
and adds but

belief not shaken:
Buttler

PTI'W AHMEDABAD

Ca;'lam Jos Buther said
England’s dismal World
Cup cmpaigo and s own
hnr‘t‘mg h.ﬂurst s been frus-
trating but insisted that it
hasnt shaken his belef in
ather himself or the team
“England’'s World Cup
defence officially ended afier
they went down by 33 runs to
arch rivals Australia on
Sarurday. 1t was their sixth
defeat m the seven games
they have played in the tour-
nament so far

=1 wouldn't say the belief
shaken, more just the frustra-
von grows and adds. Like 1
said, these are top qualily
players,” Burtler said after the
defeat to Australia

“Despite the abundance of tal
ent and experience, the
England players have cut a
sorry figure. One of the most
destructive players in the
game. Buntler’s form bas
eserted him at the World
Cup. * The belief in my game
is as high as it's ever been real-
Iy which means why there’s
much frusiration, Comifg
into the tournament 1 fel
fantastic form, as good a form
as I've been in. S0, 1o be sat
here having had the tourna
ment I've had s incredibly
frustrating, but it doesn'
shake your bellef.

“If 1 stop believing in myself,
I've got 10 make sure 1I'm the
Jast one thit does that. You
guys will give up on me a lot
carlier than 11l give up on
mysel{,” he iddcf

“The wicketkeeper-batter was
insistent that the burden of
captaincy has nothing to do
with his batting failure
“*No | wouldn't say the cap-
taincy. It's something Vve
enjoyed that responsibility in
T20 cricket and ODI cricket
before this tournament. 1 felt
like it's brought out a lot of
really good things in my bat-
ting. So, it's been frustrating.”
“The inability lo score runs
has been perplexing for
Buttler himsell given that he
is familiar with the conditions
India
1 can't quite put a finger on
why I'm not playing téN\)ie
level | expected myself. [

played a lot of cricket in India
and played a lot of IPL crick

1 here so it's not as I [ don't
know the conditions or the
grounds yes you know and as
1 s2y as a captain you want to
lead from the fromt. <"So, of all
the things that have happened
on this trip, I'd say my own
form has been my biggest
frustration. because you want
10 lead from the front as a cap-
uin”

“With the top seven sides at
the World Cup and hosts
Palastan set to qualify for the
2025 Champions Trophy.
England, who are the bottom
of the table, are at the risk of
missing out on the tourna-
ment. They need to win their
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Uncertainty

Bangla clash due to air

PT1 @ NEW DELHI

Th: notorious air pollution
in the national capital has
shrouded the World Cup clash
between Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh in doubt and it
remains to be seen if the health
of the players takes precedence
over the contest, here on
Maonday

“A thick layer of taxic haze has
enveloped the national capital
onece again, forcing the two
teams to cancel their training at
Ieast once as Air Quality Index
(AQI) remains in the severe cat-
egory. “While Sri Lanka decid

net Maharaj right after the power

was alveady

Gill (23; 2ab)

looms over

ed to stay indoors on Saturday,
Bangladesh braved hazardous
conditions 16 train last evening,
wearing masks at_the Feroz
Shah Rotla, The Tigers' had
cancelled their opening traln
ing session on Friday due to
quality air.
he AQI ls above 400-mark
on a scale of 500 since Thursday
rding 1o the Alr
rly W ng System,
IUis likely to remain 'severe' till
Tuesday.

“On Sunday morning, the AQI
stood at 457 according to
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB)

Rabada's wicket malc
jand Maharaj produc
feft arm PNt re H\-\\rll“l'" form

[énka,
pollution

“The International Cricket
Councll (1CCY has made it
clear that a call on fture of the
mateh will be taken anly on
game doy when the mateh offi
claly assess the alr quality on
Monday,

“Avticle 2.8 of ICC's playing
conditions, says "If wt
time the wmpires 1
agree that the conditions of
ground. weather or light, or
any other circumstances
are dANBErous oF unreason
able, they shall immediately
suspend play, or not allow
play to starl or (o recom-
mence,”

Most satisfying ODI |
have played: Zampa

PTI @ AHMEDABAD

match-winning spell, @
tellar fielding display and
a vital contribution with the bat
against arch-rivals England
made for the "most satistying"
ODI for Australia spinner
Adam Zampa
“The leg-spinner smashed 29
off 19 balls, featuring four hits
to the boundary, and then
returned with miserly figures of
3/21.
“To add to that, Zampa took &
stunning running catch to send
David Willey back to the pavil-
ion and mmqlu(r aperfect day.
““It's probably the most salis-
fying ODI Tve ever played to be
honest,” Zampa, who was
adjudged player of the mat
said after Australia’s 33-run
win over England on Saturday.

and things come off like that so

o good fecling.

s victims with the ball
included DBen Stokes and
Mocen All, who were threaten-
ing to take the match away
from Australia, and skipper Jos
Buttler.

“J'd say tonight s as satisfying
as it I'ue{h afler an ODLin terms
of my 10 overs. Bowling main-
lz to leftes, Malan, Stokes,

{]

it's

Virat a legend of
game, says
Dravid as Kohli
tums 35

PTI BKOLKATA

ndia ericket team head coach
Rahul Dvavid described Vimt
Kohll, who is celebrating his
35 birthday on Sunduy, as a
d of the game and that his
performance had set the bench-
Tark for his generation of play-

Former Indli skipper Kohli has
seripted countless vecords in the
sport ncross formats and conti
ues 1o do so, including in the the
ongoing Warld Cup.

“Speaking to ICC, Dravid sald,
"Viral's a legend of the game,

especially (in) this format of the
game, | think all formats of the
qame, but particularly this one
t‘fﬁﬂ-mmr), I think his perfor-
ol the way he finishes
e standard of his per-
&nmun(c over the years has
probably seta benchmark for his
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