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SHREEKANT SAMBRANI 
 

I began my review of 
Victory City thus: “Rejoice, 
for Salman Rushdie, … is 
back, at the peak of his 
form” (Business Standard, 
February 25, 2023).  I must 
use the same exhortation to 
cheer at the start of this 

review of his latest book, this time a memoir, 
with an even greater emphasis, for we very 
nearly lost Rushdie shortly after he turned in 
the  Victory City manuscript.  A young man with 
a knife attacked him on the  stage at the 
Chautauqua Institution in Chautauqua, New 
York on August 12, 2022.  That encounter lasted 
27 second.  Rushdie suffered grievous wounds 
on his chest, arms, face, and left eye.  
Miraculously, he survived and spent several 
months in recovery.  His attacker was arrested 
and is awaiting trial. 

Knife is Rushdie’s graphic 
account of the attack and his 
recovery interlaced with the 
love story of Rushdie and his 
current wife, Rachel Eliza 
Griffith, an American 
poet/photographer, whose 
love for him, he says, urged 
him “Live.  Live.”  It covers his 
meditations on life, arts, 
violence, religion and, above 
all, love. 

Rushdie’s writing shows no 
ill effect of the grave trauma he 
suffered.  His mastery of words 
is undiminished, his eye for 
detail is as keen as ever.  But 
Rushdie the conjuror of 
thoroughly enthralling stories 
of medieval Indian empires 
(Victory City ) or self-righteous 
dictators and born-again 
politicians (Shame) or growing 
up in post-Partition India 
(Midnight’s Children ) is 
somewhat less engrossing as a 
narrator of his own life, whether in the third 
person (Joseph Anton) or in the first person as 
in this book. Knife is divided into two almost 
equal parts, evocatively titled “The angel of 
death” and “The angel of life”.  The second part 
includes an extended imagined Rushdie 
conversation with the assassin.  He refuses to 
recognise him by name, much like the former 
Prime Minister of New Zealand Jacinta Ardern 
in 2019 denied the perpetrator of the 
Christchurch mosque massacre his identity.  
Rushdie calls him the A, short for Ass, short for 
Assassin, or Assailant (his justifiable bitterness 
shows when he says “What I call him in the 
privacy of my home is my business”). 

The first section talks of the attack and its 
aftermath, Rushdie’s recovery, first in the 
trauma centre at Hamot outside the 
neighbouring city of Erie, Pennsylvania, and 
later at the New York University Langone 
Hospital Rusk Centre for Rehabilitation.  
Rushdie recalls in vivid, graphic detail all his 
injuries and treatments.  Most readers might 
find this an act of bravery, confronting boldly all 
that caused him near-fatal pain.  But I feel that 
Rushdie the narrator got carried away by the 
flow.  Even a small fraction of what is described 
would have more than sufficed to know the 
gravity of his condition, but we get every detail, 
no matter how small.  His left eye was gone, the 
optic nerve being severed, his left arm was 
splintered , there were deep cuts on his face and 
chest, the list goes on.  Many quotations from 
this section are floating about, but for this 

reviewer, they are gory and perhaps even 
needed. This is my personal reaction; having 
experienced at close quarters the miasma of 
lingering death in hospitals, or possibly because 
of it. 

After spending three months thus, Rushdie 
and Griffiths gradually attempt a return to 
normalcy — going home, staying in bed as long 
as they wanted, enjoying occasional visits, and 
eventually, venturing out to eat and participate 
in events.  “Every day of life was now gravy…
Eliza and I decided that we would not think long 
term.  We would be grateful for each day.”  

In September 2023, they even visit 
Chautauqua and stand outside the local jail 
where the attacker is held.  That leads to over 30 
pages of imagined conversations between 
Rushdie and the A.  Rushdie questions his 
assailants about his past, his Islamic 
convictions, his family and even his date-life.  
Most of the imagined answers are short, rude 

and repetitive.  
This is the least 

satisfactory part of the book.  
Rushdie, in effect, sets up a 
straw man, an uneducated, 
radicalised, humourless, 
lonesome boor, and fells him 
with great satisfaction.  
Rushdie talks of Samuel 
Becket being attacked by a 
pimp with a knife in Paris in 
1938, and Becket confronting 
his attacker in court about the 
reason, only to get the answer, 
I don’t know.  Despite 
Rushdie’s disclaimer, this is 
the likely reason for his 
imagined confrontation  
with the A.  

Rushdie says at the 
beginning of the book “I no 
longer feel the urge to defend 
The Satanic Verses or myself,” 
but the imagined 
conversations show that this is 
not quite true.  There are also 
far too many other instances 

cited in the book that show Rushdie has neither 
forgotten nor forgiven the critiques and those 
who made them.  This would be perfectly 
justifiable, but then Rushdie could possibly not 
claim to the contrary. 

The best part of the book is the very last one, 
where Rushdie talks of many current 
happenings in the world .  We are immersed in 
the full flow of his defence of freedom of 
expression everywhere including in India, his 
plea for tolerance and keeping religion an 
entirely private affair.  In evidence, of course, is 
Rushdie’s well-known penchant for name-
dropping, citations showing off his scholarship 
and standing and his unmistakable references 
to his own epicureanism.  The high-hatted, 
monocled figure of the dandy Eustace Tilly that 
graces  The New Yorker’s cover on its 
anniversary immediately comes to our mind.  

Rushdie juxtaposes the cruelty and hatred 
prevailing against love and optimism he has 
personally experienced in this phase of his life 
in the last two chapters, “Second Chance?” and 
“Closure”.  They need to be read in full.  A final 
quote summarises his view: “This, now, is the 
ugliness of the world.  How should we confront 
it?...We must work to overturn the false 
narratives of the tyrants, the populists, and fools 
by telling better stories than they do, stories 
within which people want to live.” 

Rushdie, the master story-teller, says 
“Language is my knife.”  He concluded  Victory 
City  saying (he repeats it in Knife ), “Words are 
the only victors.”
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Rushdie at the cutting edge 

Plan logistics: 
MoE to CBSE 
on two board 
exams a year
The Ministry of Education 
(MoE)  has asked the Central 
Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) to work 
out logistics for conducting 
board exams twice a year 
from the 2025-26 academic 
session, according to sources. 

The plan for introducing 
a semester system has been 
ruled out, they said. 

The ministry and the  
CBSE will hold consultations 

with 
school 
princi-
pals next 
month 
for con-
ducting 
board 
exams 

twice a year, the sources said. 
The CBSE is currently in 

the process of working out 
the modalities of how will the 
academic calendar be struc-
tured to accommodate 
another set of board exams 
without impacting the 
undergraduate admission 
schedule, they said. 

“The ministry has asked 
the CBSE to work on the 
logistics of how will board 
exams be conducted twice a 
year. The board is working 
out the modalities and a con-
sultation will be organised 
next month with school prin-
cipals,” a source said. 

“The idea being explored 
is to conduct two editions of 
the board exams at the end of 
the year from the 2025-26 aca-
demic session but the modal-
ities still need to be worked 
out. There is no plan to imple-
ment the semester system,” 
the source added. PTI

The plan for 
introducing  
a semester 
system  
has been 
ruled out

Most SC/ST candidates fight with 
no backing from political parties 

ANOUSHKA SAWHNEY 
New Delhi, 26 April 

T
he participation of political 
contestants belonging to the 
scheduled caste and sched-

uled tribe has shown a declining 
trend over the years. 

An analysis of data from the 
Trivedi Centre for Political Data 
(TCDP) at Ashoka University reveals 
that 1,575 candidates belonging to 
scheduled caste (SC) and 
scheduled tribe (ST) par-
ticipated in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections, constitut-
ing 19.6 per cent of the 
total candidates. The data-
set provides caste details 
where available, so the 
trends should be consid-
ered to be indicative. It 
shows a significant decline 
from the previous elections in terms 
of share among total candidates. 

The data considers candidates 
from both reserved and non-
reserved constituencies where avail-
able. In 2019, SC/ST candidates also 
contested from 118 non-reserved 
constituencies, down from 350 non-
reserved constituencies in 2014 elec-
tions. The Lok Sabha has 84 seats 
reserved for SCs and 47 for STs .   

While the share of females in 

total SC/ST candidates contesting 
has recorded an increase, it still 
remains low. They accounted for 11.4 
per cent of the total SC/ST contest-
ants in 2019 compared to 8.2 per 
cent in 2014. On the other hand, 
males accounted for 88.6 per cent of 
the contestants. 

Most of the SC/ST candidates 
fight without the backing of a polit-
ical party. In the previous general 
elections, 34.2 per cent of total 

SC/ST candidates stood 
independently. Congress 
was next with 7.3 per cent 
share, followed by 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(7.1 per cent), Bahujan 
Samaj Party (7.1 per cent) 
and Bahujan Mukti Party 
(2.2 per cent). 

The share of inde-
pendents has varied from 

around 19 per cent to 35 per cent. 
Among the states with the high-

est number of candidates, Uttar 
Pradesh leads with a higher share 
of contestants from SC/ST back-
ground in the state. Out of the total 
candidates contesting from UP, the 
share of SC/ST was 20 per cent. Next 
was Karnataka (19 per cent), fol-
lowed by Maharashtra 17 per cent, 
Tamil Nadu (15 per cent) and Bihar 
(12 per cent).

MORE CONTEST INDEPENDENTLY

Data for top five parties in 2019 on the basis of their share in the total number of scheduled caste(SC) and scheduled 
tribe (ST) candidates. Bahujan Mukti Party was formed in 2012  
Source: Trivedi Centre for Political Data (Ashoka University)

Share of SC/ST candidates contesting party-wise (in %)
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കണുുുർുു:ചോകസുഭാജതരജുഞു
ടുപുുിജുുുഫലംവരുചുപുൾഎ
ൽഡിഎഫുേരിപതുവിെ
യംചനടുജമനുുുംചകര
ളതുുിൽ ഒരിെതുുും
ബിജെപി രണുുാം
സുുാനതു്ുചോലുമു
ണുുാകിജലുുനുുുംമുഖയു
മപതുുുിപിണറായിവിെ
യൻ.ചോടു്ുജേയതുചശ
ഷംമാധയുമങുുചോടുസം
സാരികുുുകയായിരുനുുുഅചദുു
ഹം.ചകരളതുുിൽബിജെപിപ
തുു്സീറുു്ചനടുജമനുുപപുധാനമ
പതുുുിചോദിയുജെപരാമർശജുതു
കുുുറിചുുുളുുമാധയുമപപുവർതുുക
രുജെചോദയുതുുിനു“പതുുിജലഒ
നുുുണുുാകിലുു,പുെയും മാപതും ഉ
ണുുാകുജമനുുായിരുനുുു”പപുതിക

രണം. രാെയുജുതുനുുെങുുംബി
ജെപിജുകുതിചരയുളുുെനമു

ചനുുറുുമാണു ഉണുുായിരി
കുുുനുുത.ു രാെയുജുതു
സംരകുുികുുാനുളുു
ഏറുുവംുപപുധാനഅ
വസരമായാണു െ
നംഈജതരജുഞു
ടുപുുിജന കാണുനുു
ത.ു ചകരളതുുിൽബി

ജെപികുു്ചനരചുതുയംു
സവുീകാരയുതയിലുു,ഇനിഉണുുാ

കുകയുമിലുു.അവർവലിയപപുോ
രണംനെതുുുനുുുജണുുങുുിലംുമാ
റുുജോനുുുമുണുുാകിലുു.സംസുുാന
ജതുുതകർകുുാനാണുചകപദുുുംഭ
രികുുുനുുബിജെപിസർകുുാർക
ഴിഞുുഅഞുുുവർഷമായിപശുമി
ചുുത.ു ഇതിജനതിചര പപുതികരി
ചകുുണുുതിനുപകരംയുഡിഎഫു
ചകരള വിരുദുുസമീപനമാണു
സവുീകരിചുുത.ുഇതുെനങുുൾമന
സിലാകുുിയിടുുുജുണുനുുതിനാൽ
ചോടുുർമാർഎൽഡിഎഫിജനവ
ലിയഭുരിപകുുചതുുജെവിെയി
പുുികുുുജമനുുും മുഖയുമപതുുുി പറ
ഞുുു.

കൊതവുിനശഷം12 2024 ഏനുപിൽ 27 ശെിEKM RNI No. 63937/96

രണുുാംഘടുുനോകസുഭാകതരകുഞുടുപുുിൽഭഗൽപുരികെനോളിംഗുനറുുുുഷേിൽനോടുുുകെയുുാൻകാതുുുേിൽകുുുനുു
നോടുുർമാർ.

വിവിധജില്്കളിൽ

തിരുവേനുുപുരം: ചകരളതുുിൽ
ചലാകസുഭാജതരജുഞുടുപുുിനി
ജെവിവിധെിലുുകളിൽകളുുചവാ
ടു്ുനെജനുുനു്ുപരാതി.16കളുുചവാ
ടു്ുപരാതികളാണുവിവിധെിലുുക
ളിൽനിനുുായിറിചപുാുർടുു്ജേയുു
ജപുുടുുത.ു
പതുുനംതിടുു മണുുലതുുിൽ

മാപതുംഏഴുകളുുചവാടുു്പരാതി
കളാണുഉണുുായത.ുഇടുകുുിയിൽ
ഇരടുുചവാടുു്ജേയുുാൻപശുമിചുുര
ണുുുചപജര ചപാളിംഗു ഉചദുയാര
സുുർതെഞുുു.പതുുനംതിടുുയി
ൽരാവിജലമുതൽവിവിധസുു
ലങുുളിൽകളുുചവാടുു്പരാതിഉ
യർനുുു.ആനപുുാറയിൽഹസൻ
ബീവിഎനുുവയുകുുിചവാടുു്ജേ
യുുാജനതുുിയചപുാുൾ മറുുാചരാ

ചവാടു്ുജേയതുിരുനുുു.അടുർമണ
കുുാലയിൽലാലിചയാഹനുുാൻ
എനുുയാളുജെചവാടുുാണുമറുുാചരാ
ജേയതുത.ുസംഭവതുുിൽയുഡി
എഫുസുുാനാർഥിആചുുുആ
ുുുണിപപുതിചഷധിചുുു.തിരുവലുു,
ഓമലുുുർ,അടുർ,ജവടുുുർഎനുുി
വിെങുുളിൽനിനുുുംകളുുചവാടുു്
പരാതിഉയർനുുു.
ഇടുകുുിയിൽഖെനാപുുറയിൽ

മുരുകൻമുകുുൻഎനുുവയുകുുി
ചവാടുു്ജേയുുാജനതുുിയചപുാുൾമ
ജറുാുരാൾചവാടു്ുചരഖജപുുടുതുുിയ
തായികണുുു.കരിമണുുുരിൽ ര
ണുുുകളുുചവാടുു്പരാതികളാണു
ഉയർനുുത.ുകരിമണുുുർസവുചദശി
കളായജെസിചൊസ,്ഷാജുമാ
തയുുഎനുുിവരുജെചവാടുുാണുമറുുാ

ചരാജേയതുത.ുഇടുകുുിേകുുുപ
ളുുതുു് കളുുചവാടുു് ജേയുുാജന
തുുിയസിപിഎംപബുാഞു്ുജസപകു
ടുുറിജയതെഞുുു.
തിരുവനതുുപുരതു്ുകുനുുുകു

ഴിയിൽരണുുുകളുുചവാടു്ുപരാതി
കളാണുഉയർനുുത.ുരാചെഷ,്ത
ങുുപുുൻഎനുുിവരുജെചവാടുുുകളാ
ണുമജറുാുചരാജേയതുതായിക
ജണുുതുുിയത.ുമണകുുാടുസക്ുളി
ജലപി.രാചെഷിജുുുചവാടുുുംമ
റുുാചരാ ജേയതു.ുആറുുിങുുൽമ
ണുുലതുുിൽചപാതുുൻചകാടുചമ
രിമാതാസക്ുളിൽലളിതാമുുഎ
നുുയാളുജെചവാടുുുംമറുുാചരാജേ
യതു.ുമലപുുുറജതുുജപരിതുുൽമ
ണുുയിലംുതുശുർഒലുുുരംുകളുു
ചവാടുു്പരാതിഉയർനുുിടുുുണുു്.

ചരിനുതതുുിലാദുയമായി ഉദുുവു
താകുുജെ കോൺനുരസിനു 
കോടുു് ജചയുുും!

മംുബൈ:േരിപതുതുുിലാദയുമായി
ശിവചസനഅധയുകുുൻഉദുുവു
താകുുജറചൊൺപരുസിനുചോ
ടുു്ജേയുുും.മംുബബചോർതുു്
ജസൻപെുൽമണുുലതുുിലാണു
ഉദുുവിനുചോടുു്.ഇവിജെചൊ
ൺപരുസിജലവർഷജരയകുുവാ
ദുആണുസുുാനാർഥി.
മഹാരാഷ്പെുയിജലസീറുു്ധാ
രണപപുകാരംമംുബബയിജല
നാലുമണുുലങുുളിൽശിവചസ
നയംുരണുുിെതു്ുചൊൺപരുസു
മാണുമതുുരികുുുക.താകുുജറ
യുജെവസതിയായമാചോപശുീ

ബാപദുുുഈസുു്ുുമണുുലതുുിലാ
ണ.ുഈനിയമസഭാമണുുലം
മംുബബചോർതുു്ജസൻപെുൽ
ചോകസുഭാമണുുലതുുിജുുുപ
രിധിയിലാണ.ു താൻ വർഷ
ജരയകുുവാദിനുചോടുു്ജേയുുു
ജമനുുാണുഇനുുജലതാകുുജററി
ചപുുർടുുർമാചോടുപറഞുുത.ുഇ
നുുജലവർഷമാചോപശുീയിജല
തുുിതാകുുജറയുജെപിനുുുണ
ചതെി.ധാരാവിയിൽനിനുുുനാ
ലുതവണതുെർചുുയായിവർഷ
എംഎൽഎയായിടുുുണുു്. മംു
ബബയിജലആറുമണുുലങുു

ളിലംുചമയു20നാണുചോജടുുടു
പു്ു.
രാഷ്പെുീയതുുിൽബദുുബവ

രികളായിരുനുുശിവചസനയംു
ചൊൺപരുസംു2019ജലനിയമ
സഭാജതരജഞുുടുപുുിനുചശഷ
മാണുസഖയുതുുിലായത.ുബി
ജെപിജയഅധികാരതുുിൽനി
നുു്അകറുുാൻശിവചസന,എൻ
സിപി,ചൊൺപരുസ്പാർടുുിക
ൾസഖയുതുുിലാകുകയായിരു
നുുു.ശിവചസനയിജലപിളർപുുി
ജനതുുുെർനു്ു2022ൽഉദുുവുതാ
കുുജറസർകുുാർവീണ.ു

ക ള്് വോ ട്്് പ രാ തി ക ൾ16 
യു ഡി എ ഫി നു 
100 ശ ത മാ െം വി െ യം: 
മു ര ളീ ധ ര ൻ
തിരുവേനുുപുരം:ചലാകസുഭാജത
രജുഞുടുപുുിൽ യുഡിഎഫിനു
100ശതമാനംവിെയംഉറപുുാജണ
നു്ുതുശുരിജലയുഡിഎഫുസുുാ
നാർഥിജക.മുരളീധരൻ.തുശു
രംുതിരുവനതുുപുരവംുഉൾജപുു
ജെയുളുു20ചലാകസുഭാമണുുല
ങുുളിലംുവനുുിചുുഭുരിപകുുചതുാു
ജെയുഡിഎഫുവിെയികുുും.തു
ശുരിൽയുഡിഎഫിജനസംബ
നുുിചു്ുയാജതാരുസംശയവുമിലുു.
18മണുുലങുുളിലംുഎൽഡിഎ
ഫംു രണുുിെതുു്ബിജെപിയംു-
അതാണു സിപിഎം-ബിജെപി
അതുുർധാരയുജെചഫാർമുല.തി
രുവനതുുപുരവംുതുശുരംുബി
ജെപികു്ു.ബാകുുി18മണുുലവംു
ഇെതിന.ുഈധാരണയുഡിഎ
ഫുജപാളികുുുജമനുുകാരയുതുുിൽ
ഒരുസംശയവംുചവജണുുനുുുംഅ
ചദുുഹംകുടുുിചചുുർതുുു.

കൊചുുി:മുഖയുമപതുുുിയുജെപപുവർ
തുുനംആകാശവാണിചോജല
യാജണനുുുംഅചദുുഹംപറയുനുു
തുചകടുുിടുുുചോരുകയാണുനലുു
ജതനുുുംപപുതിപകുുചനതാവുവി.

ഡി.സതീശൻ.
ചോകുസഭാ
ജതരജുഞു
ടുപുുുഫലം
സംസുുാന
സർകുുാരി 
ജുുു വിലയി

രുതുുലാകുചോ
ജയനുുുചോദിചുുമാധയുമപപുവർതുു
കചോടുമുഖയുമപതുുുിപിണറായി
വിെയൻചഷുുഭിചുുതിജനകുുുറി
ചുു്ജൊചുുിയിൽപപുതികരികുുുക
യായിരുനുുുപപുതിപകുുചനതാവ.ു
ചകരളതുുിൽഒരുസീറുുുചോ

ലംുകിടുുിജലുുനു്ുഉറപുുായിരിചകു,ു
ജതരജുഞുടുപുുുഫലംസംസുുാ
നസർകുുാരിജുുുവിലയിരുതുുലാ
ചോജയനുുുചോദിചുുാൽഅചദുു
ഹംജോടുുിജതുുറികുുുകയലുുാജത
എനുുുജേയുുും.അചദുുഹംഇചങുു
ടുുുപറയുനുുതുമാപതുംചകൾകുുു
ക.ഞാൻപണു്ു‘ആകാശവാണി
വിെയൻ’എനുുുവിളിചുുതുഅതു
ജൊണുുാജണനുുുംസതീശൻപറ
ഞുുു.

മു ഖുയ മ നുതുുി 
‘ആ കാ ശ വാ ണി 
വി െ യ ജെ ന്ുു’
വി. ഡി. സ തീ ശ ൻ 

ബിജെഡി എംഎൽഎ 
ബിജെപിയിൽ
ഭുവനേശവുർ:ഒഡീഷയിൽബിജെ
ഡിഎംഎൽഎപരശുറാംധാഡ
ബിജെപിയിൽ ചേർനുുു. ചോ
ചോമണുുലജതുുയാണുഇചദുുഹം
പപുതിനിധീകരികുുുനുുത.ു ചനര
ചതുുനാലുബിജെഡിഎംഎൽ
എമാരംുരണുു്എംപിമാരംുബി
ജെപിയിൽചേർനുുിരുനുുു.

എൽഡിഎഫ്ചരിത്രവിജയംനേട്ം,ബിജജപി
രണ്്ാംസ്്ാേത്്്നോല്ജെത്്ില്്:മ്ഖ്യെത്ത്്ി
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