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NATO freezes Cold War-era security

agreement after

AP W BRUSSELS

ATO member countries

that signed a key Cold
War-era security lrc.ll?’ froze
their participation in the pact
on Tuesday just hours after
Russia pulled out, raising fresh
questions about the future of
.mm comrnl agreements in
Euroy

\(.\ny of NATO's 31 allies
are parties to the Treaty of
Conventional Armed Forcesin
Europe, which was aimed at
preventing Cold War rivals
from massing forces at or near
their mutval borders. The CFE
was signed in November 1990
as the Soviet bloc was crum-
bling but was not fully ratified
until two years later.

NATO said that Tuesday's
action by its signatory mem-
bers was required be
situation whereby Allied State
Parties abide by the Treaty,
while Russia does not, would
be unsustainable”

Earlier in the day, Moscow
said it had finalized its with-
drawal from the treaty. The
long-expected move. which
lhulkrcmliu blamed in parton
NATO's continued expansion
closer to Russias borders, came
after lawmakers in Moscow
approved a bill proposed by
President Vladimir Putin
denouncing the CF

US National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said sus-
pending the obligations by
Washington and its allies will
strengthen NATO's “deterrence
and defense capacity by remov-
ing restrictions that impact
planning, deployments, and

exercises -- restrictions that no
longer bind Russia after
Moscow’s withdrawal

AUSS| “further
nlenmmlrucs Moscow's contin-

cipant dressed in Red Army World ar Il unitorm m the role of 3 mifitary
takes parl in 3 (heatrica! petloma

ued disregard for arms control;’
he added. The German Foreign
Ministry underscored that
Berlin and its allies are not
pulling out of the treaty. “In the
case of a fundamen I change
in Russia’s behaviour, a renewed
implementation of the CFE
remains possible.” it said.

The ministry  said
Germany intends to stick to the
national limits for weapons
systems in the treaty. It criti-
cised Moscow’s withdrawal,
saying that “Russia is destroy-
ing another pillar of our
European security and arms
control architecture”

“Securing a balanced con-
ventional potential of forces in
Europe cannot be realised
without the involvement of
Russia.” it added. The treaty
one of a number of major
control treaties involving
and the US that has been
crlpplul in recent years.

Last week, Putin signed a
bill revoking Russia’s ratifica-
tion of the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, a
move that he said was needed
to establish parity with the

United States. In February,
with US-Russia tensions run-
ning high over Ukraine,
Moscow suspended its partic-
ipation in the New START
Treaty, the last arms control
pact that remains between the
two countries. Both countries
also pulled out of the 1987
Intermediate-range Nuclear
Forces Treaty in 2019, blaming
each other for violations.

The INF: Treaty, which was
\lgned by US President Ronald
an and Soviet leader
M\k ail Gorbachev, banned
the production, testing and
deployment of land-based
cruise and ballistic missiles
with a range of 500 to 3,500
kilometers (310 to 3,410 miles).
William Alberque, director of
Strategy, Technology and Arms
Control at The International
Institute for Strategic Studies,
expressed concern that anoth-
rns control treaty is under

2

.
“What is needed right now
is more transparency, more
risk reduction, more what we
would call guardrails on com-
petition,” he said. “We basical-

a pulls out

ly need to manage the mmpc
tition so that it doesn't
into t.rlp}\llllb arms races.
When it was signed, the

CFE mvu.\‘;ud \\npnn. i
for the Warsaw
NATO. but the Wdrmw Pact
ceased to exist shortly after it
was signed. Unsuccessful
attempts were made to renego-
tiate onditions.
ussia suspended its par-
ticipation in 2007, and in 2015
announced its intention to
completely withdraw. In
February 2022, Putin sent hun-
dreds of thousands of Russian
troops into Ukraine, which
also shares borders with NATO
members that signed the CFE
Poland, Romania and Hungary.

Announcing Moscow's
withdrawal from the treaty
had been completed, the
Russian Foreign Ministry
blamed the US and its allies for
the move as well as the West's
allegedly “destructive position™
on the, !n‘_al?' ‘We left the door
open for a dialogue on ways to
restore the viability of conven-
tional arms control in Europe,”
it said. “However. our oppo-
nents di
this opportunity”

The ministry said (h.xl
“even the formal preservation™
of the treaty has become “unac-
ceptable from the
view of Russia’s fundamental
security interests,” citing devel-
opments in Ukraine and
NATO's recent expansion.
NATO said its members
in committed “to reduce
ary risk, and prevent mis-
perceptions and conflicts” It
liance will continue
to “consult on and assess the
implications of the current
security environment and its
impact on the security” of the
Euro-Atlantic region.

not take advantage of
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Top aide to Ukraine’s
military commander
is killed by grenade

given as hitthday git

Kyiv (AP) A top aide to
Ukraine’s commander in chief
was killed by a grenade given
to him as a birthday gift and
not in a targeted attack, the
interior minister said.

Maj Hennadii Chastiakov
died in the tr accident
Monday that h.nlry injured his
13-year-old son, Interior
Minister Thor Klymenko said
on Telegram.

A colleague presented six
new grenades as to
Chastiakov, who was a top aide
and close friend to comman-
der-in-chief Gen Valerii

Zaluzhnyi, for his 39th birth-
day, Klymenko said.

Chastiakov was showing
off the grenades to his family
at home when his son took one
and be an twisting the ring.

The serviceman then
took the grenade from the
child and pulled the ring, lead-
ing to a m\ﬁic explosion.”
Klymenko said.

Police are investigating the
incident in the village of
Chaiky in the Kyiv region.

The officer’s death was the
second fatal tragedy in less
than a week for Ukraine’s mil-
itary.A Ukrainian brigade
holding a ceremony in
Zapori ?\zhiu to honor troops
on Friday was struck by a
Russian missile that killed 19
soldiers, one of the deadliest
single attacks reported by
Ukrainian forces.

The commander of the
128th Separate Mountain
Assault Brigade, Dmytro
Lysiuk, was suspended as
authorities investigate why the
Rocket Forces and Artillery
Day event was held near the
front line, where Russian
could
easily spot the gathering,

AP W BELING

ustralian Prime Minister
A:\mlmny Albanese called
for the “full resumption of free
and unimpeded trade” with
China in a mecting Tuesday
with counterpart Li Qiang that
marked the return of talks
after a four-year hiatus,

A joint statement said the
countries agreed to resume an
annual leaders meeting, which
had been halted by a sharp
deterioration in relations dur-
ing which China slapped tariffs
and other restrictions on
imports from Australia.

ies have improved in the
ast year, and China has lifted
some trade restrictions, which
are estimated to have cost
Australian exporters up to 20
billion Australian dollars (S13
billion) a year. China has been
amajor market for Australia in
a range of goods including
coal, wine, beef, barley and lob-
“We can grow the rela-
tionship while advancing our
respective interests, if we wise-
ly navigate when there are dif-
ferences,” said Albanese, the
first Australian leader to visit
China in seven years.

Li said China is willing to
work with Australia to further
strengthen dialogue and prop-
erly handle differences so that
cooperation will be the main
feature of their relations,
China’s official Xinhua News
Agency said. Relations spi-
ralled downward in recent
years as the Australian govern-
ment began to view Chinaasa
potential security threat.

Australia’s parliament

ence in domest
move sparked by suspicion of
Chinese interference. Soon
after, the government banned
Chinese-owned telecommuni-

worid 09

Australian leader calls for free
trade to resume with Chma

Ausiralian Prims Minister At
Qi2ng Auring 3 zremoniz) welg
Créra. on Tuescay

cations giant Huawei from
rolling out its 5G network in
Australia due to unsp

e Great

faghit, walks vall Chires2 Presties Lt
It of the Pezple =t Beying,

areas such
ment, the di
entificand inno-

ﬁu n develoj
econony

security concerns.

China was angered by
Australias call for an inquiry
into the origins of the COVID-

and the countr

ening security ties with IL'
United States, notably the
AUKUS agreement that also
includes Britain and will pro-
vide Australia with submarines
powered by US nuclear tech-
nology. Albanese, who has
acknowledged differences with
China throughout his trip,
named climate change, food
security and transnational
crime as areas in which the two
nations can cooperate.

Li said China is ready o
strengthen cooperation in
energy and mining and in new

vation and the hc.mr hindustry,
Xinhua reported.

He called for avoiding the
politicization of economic and
trade issues and “overstretching
the concept of security” to
those areas, Xinhua said.

Ahead of Albaneses visit,
Australian journalist Cheng
Lei was released in October
after three years in detention in
China under dnrgn of espi-
onay ase that became a
foca pmm in the tensions.

Albanese finished his
China visit on Tuesday and
headed to the Cook nds,
where he will join a leaders
meeting of the Pacific Islands
Forum to discuss climate
change and other issues.

40 die in heavy
rains in Kenya
and Somalia

Nairobi (AP): Heavy rains and
have knl[cd .ll

l].l;l\ ﬂumln\

Somalia, aid Jgeudes have
reported.

In Somalia, the govern-
ment declared an emergency
after the extreme weather killed
at least 25 prople and destroyed
homes, ro.uﬂ and bridges.
Emergency and rescue workers
were trying to reach an estimat-
ed 2,400 residents trapped by
fNoodwaters in the Luuq district
of southern Somalias Jubaland
state. The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affaics warned of a high risk of
flooding along the Juba and
Shabelle rivers and called for
the evacuation of people living
along the entire stretch of the
Juba,

“The Somalia Disaster
Management Agency is swift-
ly responding to the crisis,
with plans to dispatch a flight
to Dollow and transport two
boats from Kismayo to Luuq
and one to Baardhere to assist
with evacuations.” Hassan Isse,
the agency’s managing director,
told The Associated Press.

“The magnitude of the
current floods is likely to dete-
riorate in the next few days due
to the emergence of more water
from upstream in the Ethiopian
Highlands” Isse said.

The heavy rains follow
four consecutive years of
drought that pushed Somalia to
the brink of famine. In neigh-
bouring Kenya, the Kenya Red
Cross said the death toll had
risen to 15 since the heavy rains
began Friday, with the port city
of Mombasa and the northeast-
ern counties of Mandera and
Wiajir the worst affected.

Special court adjourns cipher
case hearing against Imran

PTI ® [SLAMABAD

A?)eci courtin Paki
Tuesday adjourne:
hearing of the cipher case
against jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan until
November 10 after recording
statements of witnesses.

Special court judge Abul
Hasnat Zulqarnain held the
trial hearing in the high-secu-
rity Adiala Jail in R:\\m[piudi
where the Pakistan-Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chairman has been
kept since September 26 follow-
ing his shifting from the Attock
jail.

According to Khan's party,
the trial under « special secret
act was conducted within the
jail premises. “Statements
(were) recorded from witness-
es by prosecution, (and) hear-
ing (was) adjourned till Friday,

November 10;" the party said in
a brief statement. It was not
clear how many witne
recorded their statements.

On the last hearing on
October 31, ten witnesses had
come to record statements
against 71-year-old Khan and
67-year-old former foreign
minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, who isa co-a

lleged
Tea lomatic
cable (c gher) sent by lll)w coun-
try's embassy in Washington in
March

The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) registered the
case against Khan and Qureshi
in August this year for violat-
ing Pakistan's secrecy laws by
allegedly divulging details of the
official diplomatic communica-
tion. The FIA filed a »h.ri
sheet against Khan and Qures|

on Scp(rmher 30. [t has invoked
sections 5 and 9 of the Official
Secrets Act which may lead to
ad uh entence, or two 1o 14
if con-
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vured The charge sheet added
that Qureshi “aided and abet-
ted” Khan and therefore was
liable for the act in the same
manner.

Kk former cricketer-
turned- politician, and Qureshi
were indicted on October 23 in
the cipher case. They have
pleaded not guilty.

On October 27, the
nabad Hi
rejected pel
secking post-arrest bail and the
quashing of the FIR in the
cipher case. He had approached
the THC with the pleas for bail
in the case as well as against the
FIR which was registered by the
FIA in August.

PML-N, MOM-P to contest polls
jointly against PPP in Sindh

PTI @ LAHORE

In a surprise development,
istan. Muslim  League-
Nawaz and Karachi-based
Muttahida Quumi Movement
on Tuesday announced an
electoral alliance to contest the
general elections against
Bhuttos’ Pakistan People’s
Party in Sindh province.
Both the PML-N and
MQM leadership after their
meetingin Lahore on Tuesday
announced that they would
jointly contest the February 8,
2024 general clections.

Former prime minister
awaz Sharif-led PML-N
needs the MQM, which has a
strong base in the Karachi and
Hyderabad districts of Sindh,
w give a tough time to the PPP
in the province, a stronghold
of Bhuttos. Both the PML-N
and PPP were allies in the pre-
vious PDM  (Pakis
Democratic Movement) coa
tion government in which
Shehbaz Sharif was the prime
minister. However, since the
incumbent military establish-
ment reportedly struck a deal
with PML-N supremo Nawaz

regarding bringing his party
into power after the l‘ebru.lry
polls, the relations soured
between the two main politi-
cul parties that have been

repeatedly in power when the
powerful military was not ru
ing the country.

There are also reports that
the military blishment
doesn’t want the PPP to form
a government in Sindh which
has long been its stronghold.
In the wake of this, the PML-
N has been given the go-
ahead to form a grand alliance

in Sindh to beat the PPP.

‘098 pc of

China’s dev funding to Pak is

in form of less-than-generous loans'

PTI B KARACHI

s much as 98 per cent of

China's development
funding for its all-weather ally
P1k|>l:u| came in the form o
“less-than-generous loar
with only two per cent coming
in the form of grants between
2000 and 2021, according to a
research ceport

The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), a
global infrastructure and
investment initiative by
Beijing, was launched in 2013.
It is thought to be the largest
partnership of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). It
increased to over USD 62 bil-
lion over time, and at least

USD 25 billion was invested in
cash-strapped Pakistan.

“Out of the total Chinese
development finance portfolio
of USD 70.3 billion, commit-
ted between 2000 and 2021 in
Pakistan, eight per cent was
official development assistance
(grants and highly conces-
sional loans) and 89 per cent
was other official sector loans.”
said @ report in The News
[nternational,  quoting
AidData. a US-based research
lab. With USD 14.0 billion in
finance commitments, 2017
was the top year for Pakistan:
following a decline in 2018, the
amount increased again in
2019 and 2020, even with the
pandemic. With a 9.84.year

maturity and a 3.74-year grace
period. the average interest rate
on loans is 3.72 per cent, the
AidData said.

Stating that “Pakistan and
China have a long history of
economic collaboration, and
this year marks ten years of
ich ties and it has helped
Pakistan through all of its
tough cconomic downturns
and crises.” the report pointed
out that “(But) it’s worrying
that Chinese less-than-gener-
ous loans coupled  with
Pakistan’s mismanagement
have made Pakistan's debt load
even higher”

AidData estimates that
Pakistan's outstanding public
and publicly guaranteed debt

to China stands at USD 67.22
billion, which is 19.6 per cent
of the GDP,and USD 21.2 bil
lion more than what Pakistan
has officially reported to the
World  Bank's Debtor
Reporting System. the media
report said. Quoting Dr
Amnar A Malik, who is a
senjor research scientist at
AidData, the newspaper said,
*In terms of the composition
of debt from China, since 2018
China has pivoted away from
infrastructure lending toward
emergency lending in Pakistan,
ensuring that the earlier debts
non by Pakistan for ener-

8Y
projects can be repaid on time
and with interest.
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NOTICE (NVITING TENDER
No. SSA- 1202(v25/2022- WS- SSAI3301552023 Date 06.11.2023
Wission Directir, Samagra Shésha Axom , Kahipara, Guwahat- 19,
Assam nviis s vide GEM2023/8/4 173096 Dated - 04 11 2023 for
Supply of Tablet Computer dwough GeM partal,
interestad biddar may wisit GeM porta and subm thew bid in GeM
portal accordingly. The bid 1s 3is0 available n SSAwebsie - hiips://

Sel-Nisson Director
Samagra Shksna Axom)
Kanhdpata. Guwanat-19

38me in any Marnor

Amar Aduocate
10884/21

no:
E-Mail: ndv.amardeihi & gmail.com

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER, CONSTRUCTION YING,
@ UTTARAKHAND PEY
E32, JUDGE FARM, HALOWANI,
Lettes 00. 939Nvida-ArubandvRADIKE 244
E-Tender Notice
1. Name of the work:- Construction of Extension of Library

7. NADWTAL (PR 243135)
Dated: 06-11:2023

atDwarahat
2. Estimated Co:

ge, Almora,
;- Rs. 12712 Lakh(without G.S.T.)
3. Period of Completion:- 15 Months

4. Dateand
07-11-2023(12.00t1s)
5. Online Bid submis

(1100 hrs)

Migam, Haldwani

lon: End date ;-26-11-2023 (17 .00 hro)
6. Date & Time of Yechnical bid Opening:-

7. Name and Address of the Officer inviting bid: -
Manager (Kumaon), Nirman Wag,

8. Pra-bid meeting details (If required) Date & Place :-
l() 11-2023 (311.60 hrs) Project Manager. Construction Unit,

20-11-2023

General
Ultaraknand Pey Jal

i}
9. r-ov further r!slnds dety:

8 of subsequent Amendment /
coraction documentation 6z, may bc cmnmon from the e-

7/

GENERAL MANAGER:
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For Prakash Woollen & Synthetlc Mills Limited
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