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Neelambur Varuna Bhagavan Temple

Story & photos: 

V.V.S. Manian

Aum Jala bimbaya 
Vidmahe
 N i l a  P u r u s h a y a 

Dhimahi
 T a n n o  Va r u n a h 

Prachodayat
Varuna Gayatri Mantra. 

Om
Let us meditate on 

the reflection of water. 
O Lord of Ocean Blue, 
give me higher intellect. 
And let the God of Water 
illuminate my mind.
Sri Varuna Bhagavan 

Temple is located at 
Serayampalayam Road, 
Neelambur, Coimbatore. 
This is one of the few 
temples built during the 
20th century. The temple 
is believed to have been 
constructed at a time 
when the people in this 
area suffered greatly due 
to drought and famine.
Lord Varuna is one of 

the important Vedic deities 
described elaborately in 
the hymns of the Rig 
Veda. The four Vedas 

describe him as a deity 
who created heaven, earth, 
and air. He is considered 
to be omnipresent and 
omniscient. Varuna means 
“he who covers.” He is 
also the controller of 
rivers, streams, lakes, and 
oceans. He is also known 
as the “God of Oceans”. 
That is the reason why 
fishermen offer prayers 
and perform to this Lord 
before going fishing.

Legend
L o r d  Va r u n a  i s 

believed to be one of 
the most ancient deities in 
Hinduism and is regarded 
as a universal monarch. 
In Rigveda, Varuna is 
thought to be the keeper 
of the moral law, one 
who disciplines.
Lord Varuna is the son 

of Sage Kashyapa and 
one of the twelve gods 
regarded as Adityas. In 
Hindu scriptures, he is 
regarded as the father of 
the Vedic sage Vasishtha. 
Varuna is considered to 
be the lord of the waters 
and was assigned the job 
of controlling the clouds 

Built in 20th century to 
propitiate rain god

and rains. Thus, he is 
revered as the King of 
Waters and manages the 
rivers, seas, oceans, and 
all the water bodies. 
It is also believed that 
worshipping the deity 
shields us from thunder 
and lightning.
According to one of 

the mythologies, Varuna, 
being the ruler of the 
Asuras, was adopted 

and converted into a 
Deva after constituting 
the primordial cosmos, 
levied by Indra after he 
overthrows Vritra.
In the Ya ju rveda , 

Varuna is referred to 
as the patron god of 
physicians, one who can 
come with a thousand 
remedies. His abilities 
and expertise, as well 
as the connection with 

his ‘all-comprehensive 
wisdom’, are cited in the 
Atharvaveda.

Deities
The main deity of 

the temple is Varuna 
Bhagavan. There are 
also other shrines for 
S i d d h i  V i n a y a g a , 
S r i  Ba l a  Mu rugan , 
K a s i  V i s w a n a t h a r , 
S r i n i v a s a  P e r uma l , 
Bairavar,Dakshinamurthi, 
Hanuman, and Navagrahas.

Pujas
The temple performs 

the usual pujas every day. 
Special pujas are done 
for Bairavar on Mondays, 
which attracts a huge 
crowd of devotees.

Festivals.
The temple celebrates 

all the days of Navarathri 
in a grand and colorful 
manner. Tamil New Year 
Day and Deepavali Day 
are also celebrated with 
special pujas to the deity.

 Benefits
Devotees carry water in 

pots for abhishegam to 
the deity, to be devoid of 
all their worries and enjoy 
prosperity. Worshipping 
the Lord can help cure 
many diseases. The deity 
is also said to help people 
who are afraid of water.

Timings

Monday to Sunday from 
6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Prayer for rain
mahânta¯ kó¯am úd ac¯ 

ní ̄ iñca syándan-t¯¯ kulyâ 
ví¯it¯¯ purást¯t 

 gh¯téna dyâv¯p¯thivî vy 
ùndhi suprap¯¯ámbhavatv 
aghnyâbhya¯
Lift up the mighty 

vessel, pour down water 
and let the liberated 

streams rush forward.  
Saturate the earth and 
heaven with fatness and 
for the cow, let there be 
drink abundant… Rig 
Veda.

Chapter 1: 

Battlefield of 

Kurukshetra

Two armies, those 

of the Pandavas 

and the Kauravas, 

face each other on 

the Battlefield of 

Kurukshetra. Many 

signs indicate victory 

for the Pandavas. 

Dhrtarashtra, the 

Pandavas’ uncle and 

the Kauravas’ father, 

doubts the possibility 

of his sons’ victory 

and asks Sanjaya, his 

secretary, to describe 

the scene on the 

battlefield.

Arjuna, one of the 

five Pandava brothers, 

undergoes a crisis just 

before the fight. He 

is overwhelmed by 

Krishna dons role of 
Arjuna’s spiritual mentor
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compassion for his 

family members and 

teachers, whom he is 

supposed to kill. He 

elaborates to Krishna 

many noble and moral 

reasons why he is 

reluctant to enter into 

a battle with his kith 

and kins. Arjuna casts 

aside his weapons, 

overwhelmed with 

grief. Arjuna’s kind 

heart is finding it 

hard to reason out the 

need to fight. Such 

a person needs to 

change his mind as 

the situation demands. 

That is possible only 

when he is bestowed 

with transcendental 

knowledge.    Chapter 

2: Gita in a Nutshell

Krishna is not 

sympathetic towards 

Arjuna’s arguments for 

not fighting the battle.  

Krishna reminds 

Arjuna that his duty 

is to fight and advises 

him to overcome his 

weakness. Arjuna 

is torn between his 

desire not to kill 

his relatives and 

Krishna’s firm order 

that he should fight. 

Driven by sorrow 

and anguish, Arjuna 

seeks the guidance of 

Krishna and surrenders 

and becomes his 

disciple.

Krishna takes on 

the role of Arjuna’s 

spiritual master and 

starts a long spiritual 

dialogue to convince 

Arjuna. He starts by 

saying that the soul is 

eternal and cannot be 

destroyed. Dying in a 

battle paves the way 

for the gallant fighter 

to reach heavenly 

planets. From this 

perspective, Arjuna 

should feel happy 

that the people he 

is about to kill will 

benefit from superior 

births. The individual 

is eternal. Only 

his physical body 

perishes. Therefore, 

there is nothing to 

grieve. 

(To be continued)

- V.V.S. Manian
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ெச"ைன, நவ 11–
‘இய*+ன- இமய/’ பார4ராஜா,ெவ678 பட 

இய*+ன- எ;.=. >?@ராம" ம6A/ BரCD இய*+ன- 
எ;.ஏ. சF4ரேசக- ஆJேயா- >/K-?4கL  ‘‘K"றா/ 
மNத"’’ ஃப-;C Q* ேபா;டைர ெவRSCடன-. 
@8ப7T/ அ4காVயாக ேக.பா*யராW,  ஏ6கனேவ X?ரா 

எ"ற பட?4Y B?4சாZ? தனமாக @8ப7F@ ேபா[\*+  
ஐ^யா ெகா_*+/ கதாபா?4ர? 4Y ந^?4XFதா-. அ4Y 
4Xட"  கதாபா?4ரமாக அ@ அைமF4XFத@ ஆனாY 
K"றா/ மNத" பட?4Y எFத  சாCDT/.இYலாமY 
ம-மமாக நட*+/.ஒX ெகாைலைய எ8ப^ @YZயமாக 
பலbத  ^ெட*^c ேவைலகL ெசd@ கe_=^* Jறா- 
எ"ற \வரா;யமான  @8ப7T/ அ4காV கதாபா?4ர?4Y 
ந^*Jறா-. ரா/ேதc =*ச-; தயாV*+/ இரeடாவ@ 
பட/ இ@. 
>*Jய ேவட?4Y ேசாNயா அக-வாY, fநா?, g@ 

கch/ Dவ*+மா-, =ரணா ம6A/ டா*ட-. VjகாF?, 
ரா/ேதc டா*ட-.ராஜேகாபால", ம@ைர ஞான/ 
ஆJேயா- ந^*J"றன-. 
இ8பட?4Y ‘‘மYZ8l வmD வmD வா_ேத’’ Bகn ம@ 

f பா^ய பாடY >தY பாடலாக ெவRSட8ப_Jற@.  
இைசைய ேவo சpக-, ேதc q அைம?@ இைச 
அைம8ப8பாள-களாக அ7>கமாJ"றன-. ="னs 
இைச =.அ/Vt எ"ற B@>க/. எ^C^p @-கா; கைல 
இய*+ன- ^. +ணேசக-. 
இைண? தயாV8பாளராக டா*ட-.எ/ . ராஜேகாபால" 

டா*ட-.^. சாF4 ராஜேகாபால" டா*ட-.= அழ+ராஜா 
ம@ைர. D . ஏ.ஞாேனாதயா ஆJேயா- இைணJ"றன-. 
‘‘பழJய நாCகL’’ எ"ற கைதேயா_ கX?@Lள 

பட?ைத இய*Jய ரா/ேதc, K"றா/ மNத" பட?4" 
கைத, பாடYகL எv4 இய*JTLளா-. 
ச;ெப"; ?VYலXட" ஒX +_/ப?4Y கணவ" 

" !றா% ம(த!" அ+,க ேபா0ட2 ெவ567:
எ0.;.,<=ராம!, பார@ராஜா, எ0.ஏ. சD@ரேசக2 வாE<=

மைனb*+L நட*+/ அ"றாட =ரmைனகw/ இ4Y 
அலச8பC^X*Jற@ பட8=^8B ேதN, ெகாைட*கானY, 
ெச"ைன உLRCட பYேவA இடpகRY நடF@Lள@. 
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