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spot in ad impressions during 
the July-September quarter, 
securing a 13% share. This cat-
egory, which includes online 
entertainment and social 
media platforms, saw a 27% 
sequential increase in ad 
impressions. 

Cars and laptops also 
entered the top 10 ad catego-
ries, with the former recording 
a massive 133% growth from 
the three months to June.

Amazon India maintained 
its position as the leading 
advertiser throughout 2023, 
consistently topping the list in 
all three quarters, including 
January-March. However, the 
top 10 advertisers collectively 
contributed only 18% of ad 
impressions in the July-Sep-
tember quarter. Amazon and 
Snapchat were the only two 
advertisers to consistently 
appear in the top 10 across the 
three quarters.

Lata Jha
lata.j@htlive.com
new delhi

W hile film music con-
tinues to top charts, 
independent artistes 
who bring out their 
own singles or 

albums, often backed by top music 
labels or streaming platforms, saw 
much traction in 2023.

 Languages like Bhojpuri, Tamil and 
Telugu are emerging as leaders in the 
independent music scene, other than 
Hindi, while names like King, Darshan 
and AP Dhillon have developed a loyal 
fan following. For these new artistes, 
however, getting discovered in an 
overwhelmingly crowded music milieu 
remains a great challenge. 

“Over the last few years, we have 
seen a rapid growth in music that is 
coming from beyond the film industry. 
The widespread availability of digital-
streaming platforms and tools has 
made it easier for artistes to create and 
distribute their music even without 
major record labels. There has also 
been a shift in the perception of inde-
pendent music in India, with more 
acceptance and recognition from 
mainstream media and the industry,” a 
Spotify official, who requested ano-
nymity, said. 

King’s ‘Maan Meri Jaan’—which is 

not film music—was the most streamed 
song in India in 2023, based on Spotify 
Wrapped data. The Swedish audio-
streaming platform had launched a 
global emerging-artists program, 
RADAR, in India over three years ago. 
On an average, RADAR India artists 
have seen a 20-25% increase in follow-
ers after being playlisted, while singers 
such as Akshath, Tanmaya Bhatnagar, 
and Naalayak have seen a growth of 
over 30% in streams after being fea-
tured on RADAR, the Spotify official 
pointed out. Indie India, a playlist on 

Spotify, grew by 200% over 2022, add-
ing 250,000 new followers, followed 
by a further addition of over 250,000  
new followers in 2023.

Other streaming platforms also 
throw up encouraging data. About 
45-48% of the top 100 songs consumed 
on Wynk, the audio service owned by 
Bharti Airtel Ltd, every week are non-
film songs. The top song of the year on 
the platform is a non-film track: Heeriye 
by Jasleen Royal and Arijit Singh. Of 
the top 10 songs from the best of 2023 
playlist, five, including Heeriye, Zihal-e-

Miskin, Kya Loge Tum, Yaar Ka Sataya 
Hua and Guli Mata, are indie songs. 

“Music lovers today are increasingly 
consuming music digitally and this 
trend will only continue with the prolif-
eration of smartphones in deeper 
pockets of the country. Wider audience 
would translate into an increase in pre-
ferred languages, encouraging more 
artists across languages to leverage the 
opportunity,” an Airtel official said on 
the condition of anonymity. 

In 2023, the Top Music Videos list 
comprised music from across langua-
ges and regions, including Hindi, Bhoj-
puri, Tamil and Telugu, while also fea-
turing independent artistes and labels, 
a YouTube official said, asking not to be 
named. 

“Access to tools, ease of short-form 
video and the wide-reaching impact of 
digital video continue to democratize 
content creation. This is enabling more 
people—across age, gender, cultures, 
professional backgrounds, and langua-
ges—to pursue their passions, and 
become creators or artists,” the official 
added.

The performance of independent 
music for a label is particularly notable 
during periods when there are no 
major Bollywood movie releases or if 
the music of these films does not reso-
nate strongly with the audience, Kumar 
Taurani, managing director of TIPS 
Industries Ltd, said. 

Independent music, artistes 
drive audio streaming in ‘23
Bhojpuri, Tamil and Telugu languages are emerging as leaders in independent music scene

lighting the concentration of 
advertising efforts in select 
industries.

Notably, the retail sector 
emerged as a new key player in 
the top 10 sectors, underscor-
ing the growing focus on 
direct consumer engagement 

through online 
platforms.

In terms of 
platform prefer-
ence, desktop dis-
play advertising 
remains predom-
inant in India, 
accounting for 
46% of impres-
sions during July-

September, while in-app dis-
play captured 16%. X, formerly 
Twitter, led the publishers 
with a 44% share, followed by 
YouTube with a 12% share.

Media, entertainment, and 
social media category within 
ecommerce climbed to the top 

Varuni Khosla
varuni.k@livemint.com
new delhi

T he number of digital 
advertisements sold in 
July-September quarter 

declined 10% from the previ-
ous three months, even as they 
grew 30% from the year-ago 
period, a report by TAM 
Media-owned AdEx division 
showed. 

In the three months to June, 
there was a significant 60% 
quarter-on-quarter increase in 
ad impressions. 

However, this momentum 
did not sustain in the subse-
quent July-September period, 
which saw just a 43% sequen-
tial growth. 

Ad impressions, calculated 
based on digital media met-
rics, offer crucial insights into 
the advertising landscape. The 
report high-
lighted that servi-
ces and comput-
ers remained at 
the forefront, 
commanding 51% 
and 11% of the ad 
i m p r e s s i o n 
shares, respec-
tively. The auto-
motive sector 
also gained prominence, 
securing the third spot with a 
5% of total ad impressions for 
the quarter under review. 

Collectively, the top 10 sec-
tors accounted for an over-
whelming 86% of ad impres-
sions during the period, high-

Digital ads slow down by 10% 
in July-September quarter

Cars and laptops also entered the top 10 ad categories, with the 
former recording a massive 133% growth. ISTOCKPHOTO

X, formerly 
Twitter, led the 

publishers with a 
44% share, 
followed by 

YouTube with a 
12% share

In 2023, the top music videos list comprised music from across languages and 
regions, including Hindi, Bhojpuri, Tamil and Telugu. ISTOCKPHOTO
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³FBÊ dQ»»Fe, dW ³QbÀ°FF³F ¶¹FcS ûÜ AF¹F 
I S  ¶F¨FF³FZ IZ  d»FE ¸FI F³F dI S F¹FF 
·FØFF, ÀUFÀ±¹F ¶Fe¸FF, W û¸F »Fû³F ´FS  
J¨FÊ, 80-ÀFe IZ  °FW °F I S  ¶F¨F°F 
d³FUZVF ¸FZÔ ¦FOÞ ¶FOÞ e I S ³FZ UF»FûÔ I û 
AF¹FI S  dU·FF¦F ³FZ ÀF»FFW  ·FZþ³FF VFbø  
I S  dQ¹FF W `Ü  
    dUØFe¹F »FZ³FQZ³F IZ  ¶FFS Z ̧ FZÔ þF³FI FS e 
QZ³FZ UF»Fe dS ´FûdM Ë¦F BI FB¹FûÔ ̧ FZÔ dUQZVFe 
¸FbýiF O e»FS , ¶F`ÔI , E³F¶FeER ÀFe, ÀF¶F-
S dþÀMÑ FS , O FI §FS , ¶FFG³O / dO ¶FZÔ¨FS  
þFS eI °FFÊ, ¸¹Fc¨FbA»F Ra O  MÑ ÀM e, 
»FF·FFaVF I F ·Fb¦F°FF³F I S ³FZ UF»Fe ¹FF 
VFZ¹FS  UF´FÀF JS eQ³FZ UF»Fe Ia ´F³Fe 
VFFd¸F»F W `ÔÜ  

AF¹FI S  dU·FF¦F ³FZ ¹FW  ÀFa¨FFS  
M eO eEÀF EUa M eÀFeEÀF I M üd°F¹FûÔ I F 
AFBÊM eAFS  ÀFc¨F³FFAûa IZ  ÀFF±F d¸F»FF³F 
³F W û³FZ ́ FS  dU·FF¦F I e °FS R  ÀFZ ÀFcd¨F°F 
dI E þF³FZ IZ  ¶FFS Z ¸FZÔ ÀFûVF»F ¸FedO ¹FF 
´FS  dM ´´Fd¯F¹FFa AF³FZ IZ  ¶FFQ þFS e dI ¹FF 
W `Ü I S  d³F²FFÊS ¯F U¿FÊ 2023-24 IZ  
d»FE QZS  ÀFZ dS M ³FÊ þ¸FF I S ³FZ ¹FF C ÀF¸FZÔ 
ÀFaVFû²F³F I S ³FZ I e Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F 31 
dQÀFa¶FS , 2023 W `Ü  

²FFS F 133-ÀFe IZ  °FW °F I FS ÊUFBÊ , dQ»»Fe ÀF¸FZ°F I BÊ VFW S ûÔ I e Ia ´Fd³F¹FûÔ I û ́ FÂF ·FZþF

¶FZ¸FZ»F M eO eEÀF IZ  QFUûÔ I û ªF»Q 
Qb÷ À°F I S ½FFEa :AF¹FI S  dU·FF¦F 

Ia ´Fd³F¹FFa M eO eEÀF I e 
ÀFW e ¦F¯F³FF I S ZÔ 
þF³FI FS ûÔ I F I W ³FF W ` dI  I F³Fc³F 
d³F¹Fû¢°FF I û dþ¸¸FZQFS  ¶F³FF°FF W ` dI  
UW  A´F³FZ I ¸FÊ¨FFdS ¹FûÔ IZ  M eO eEÀF 
I e ÀFW e ¦F¯F³FF I S ZÜ W S  d°F¸FFW e ¸FZÔ 
BÀFI e dS ´FûM Ê I S Z, »FZdI ³F 
´FS a´FS F¦F°F ø ´F ÀFZ Ia ´Fd³F¹FûÔ I F 
²¹FF³F I ¸FÊ¨FFdS ¹FûÔ õFS F §Fû¿F¯FFAûa I F 
¶FFS eI e ÀFZ ÀF°¹FFd´F°F I S ³FZ ´FS  ³FW eÔ 
S W F W `Ü Ib L  ¸FF¸F»FûÔ ¸FZÔ I ¸FÊ¨FFS e 
ÀF¸F¹F ´FS  UFÀ°FdUI  QÀ°FFUZþ þ¸FF 
³FW eÔ I S °FZ W `ÔÜ B°F³FF W e ³FW eÔ I BÊ 
Ia ´Fd³F¹FFa ´FZS û»F þFG¶F AFC M ÀFûÀFÊ 
I S °Fe W `ÔÜ

R þeÊ QFUZ ́ FS  I d¸FÊ ¹FûÔ 
IZ  dS I FGO Ê I e þFa¨F
dI ÀFe I ¸FÊ¨FFS e IZ  R þeÊ QFUZ I û 
Ia ´Fd³F¹FFa ÀUeI FS  I S °Fe W `Ô °Fû 
AF¹FI S  dU·FF¦F IZ  °FaÂF ¸FZÔ ¹FW  JF¸Fe 
C þF¦FS  ³FW eÔ W û°Fe W `Ü ¸F¦FS , Qû 
ÀFc¨F³FFAûa ¸FZÔ Aa°FS  °FbS a°F ´FI OÞ  ¸FZÔ 
AF°FF W `Ü ¹FW  ¸FF¸F»FF AF¹FI S  
I F¹FFÊ»F¹F I e ´FI OÞ  ¸FZÔ AF³FZ ´FS  ´FcS e 
ÀFa·FFU³FF W ` dI  ÀF·Fe I ¸FÊ¨FFdS ¹FûÔ IZ  
dS I FGO Ê I e þFa¨F I e þF ÀFI °FeÜ 
BÀFI F C ïZV¹F ¦F»F°F QFUûÔ IZ  AF²FFS  
´FS  dS Ra O  IZ  ¸FF¸F»FûÔ I F þF³F³FF W `, 
°FFdI  Ia ´Fd³F¹FFa ·FdU¿¹F ¸FZÔ Ad²FI  
ÀF°FIÊ  S WZaÜ

¹FW Fa ÀFZ ³F¹FF R FG¸FÊ 
O FC ³F»FûO  I S ZÔ 
AF¹FI S  dU·FF¦F IZ  BÊ-R FBÎ»F¦F 
´FûM Ê»F https:// 
www.incometax.gov.in/ 
´FS  þFI S  R FG¸FÊ 71 O FC ³F»FûO  I S  
ÀFI °FZ W `ÔÜ R FG¸FÊ ¸FZÔ AF´FI û AF¹FI S  
§Fû¿F¯FF ÀFZ ÀFa¶Fad²F°F ´FcS e þF³FI FS e 
QþÊ I S ³Fe W û¦FeÜ 

AFUZQ³F ̧ FZÔ ÀFb²FFS  IZ  
d»FE ³F¹FF R FG¸FÊ 
M eO eEÀF IiZ dO M  ¸FZÔ ¦FOÞ ¶FOÞ e I û A¶F 
AFÀFF³Fe ÀFZ ÀFb²FFS  ÀFIZÔ ¦FZÜ IZÔ ýie¹F 
´Fi°¹FÃF I S  ¶FûO Ê (ÀFe¶FeO eM e) ³FZ 
A¦FÀ°F ¸FZÔ ³F¹FF B»FZ¢MÑ FGd³FI  
E´»FeIZ VF³F R FG¸FÊ 71 þFS e dI ¹FF 
±FFÜ A¦FS , M eO eEÀF ¦F»F°F ÀFF»F ¸FZÔ 
I M F W `, °Fû AF´F BÀF R FG¸FÊ IZ  þdS E 
U¿FÊ ¶FQ»FUFI S  dS Ra O  I F QFUF I S  
ÀFI °FZ W `ÔÜ BÀFIZ  d»FE AF¹FI S  
Ad²Fd³F¹F¸F, 1962 ¸FZÔ ÀFaVFû²F³F 
dI ¹FF ¦F¹FF W `Ü BÀF R FG¸FÊ IZ  þdS E 
AF´F d´FL »FZ Qû U¿FÊ I e þF³FI FS e W e 
A´FO ZM  I S F ÀFIZÔ ¦FZÜ 

²FFS F 133-ÀFe I F ¶FW b°F I ¸F C ´F¹Fû¦F  
dUØFe¹F U¿FÊ 2014-15 ¸FZÔ ²FFS F 
133-ÀFe I e VFb÷ AF°F I e ¦FBÊ ±FeÜ 
A¶F °FI  BÀFI F I ¸F W e C ´F¹Fû¦F 
dI ¹FF ¦F¹FF W `Ü W F»F ¸FZÔ BÀFIZ  °FW °F 
I BÊ Ia ´Fd³F¹FûÔ I û ³FûdM ÀF dQE ¦FE W `ÔÜ 
¹FW  AW ¸F W ` dI  Ia ´F³Fe ¹FF I ¸FÊ¨FFdS ¹FûÔ 
IZ  À°FS  ´FS  dÀFRÊ  ÀFW e ¸FF¸F»FûÔ I û W e 
þFa¨F IZ  d»FE C N F¹FF þFEÜ

´FeE»FAFBÊ AFUZQ³F ̧ FaþcS e 
ÀFZ S ûªF¦FFS  ̧ FZÔ ½FÈdð  ÀFa·F½F 
³FBÊ dQ»»Fe, EþZÔÀFeÜ QUF, E»FBÊO e °F±FF 
E¹FS  Ia O eVF³FS  AüS  B»FZd¢MÑ I  C °´FFQûÔ 
þ`ÀFZ 14 ÃFZÂFûÔ IZ  d»FE C °´FFQ³F 
AF²FFdS °F ´Fiû°ÀFFW ³F (´FeE»FAFBÊ) 
¹Fûþ³FFAûa IZ  °FW °F ³FUa¶FS  2023 °FI  
746 AFUZQ³FûÔ I û ̧ FaþcS e Qe ¦FBÊ W `Ü  
 B°F³Fe ¶FOÞ e ÀFa£¹FF ¸FZÔ AF½FZQ³FûÔ I e 

¸FaªFcS e ÀFZ B³F ÃFZÂFûÔ ̧ FZÔ S ûªF¦FFS  ½FPÞ ³FZ I e 
ÀFa·FF½F³FFEa ½¹F¢°F I e ªFF  S W e W`Ô Ü BÀF 
A½Fd²F ̧ FZÔ ·FFS °F I e dUd³F¸FFÊ̄ F ÃF¸F°FFAûa 

AüS  d³F¹FFÊ°F I û ¶FPÞ F³FZ IZ  d»FE 1.97 
»FFJ I S ûOÞ  ÷ ´F¹FZ IZ  ́ FdS ½¹F¹F IZ  ÀFF±F 
14 ÃFZÂFûÔ IZ  d»FE ¹Fûþ³FFAûa I e §Fû¿F¯FF 
I e ¦FBÊÜ 

¸FaÂFF»F¹F IZ  A³FbÀFFS , »FF·FF±FeÊ 
Ia ´Fd³F¹FûÔ ³FZ 150 ÀFZ Ad²FI  dþ»FûÔ ̧ FZÔ 
BI FB¹FFa À±FFd´F°F I e W `ÔÜ dÀF°Fa¶FS  °FI  
95,000 I S ûOÞ  ÷ ´F¹FZ ÀFZ Ad²FI  I F 
d³FUZVF QþÊ dI ¹FF ¦F¹FF, dþÀFÀFZ 7.80 
»FFJ I S ûOÞ  ÷ ´F¹FZ I F C °´FFQ³F/d¶FIi e 
W bBÊ W ` AüS  6.4 »FFJ ÀFZ Ad²FI  
S ûþ¦FFS  IZ  AUÀFS  C °´F³³F W bEÜ

C °ÀFFW ªF³FI 

ÀUZþ ³FW S  ÀFaI M  ÀFZ d³F¹FFÊ°F-AF¹FF°F ́ FS  W û¦FF AÀFS  
³FBÊ dQ»»Fe, dUVFZ¿F ÀFaUFQQF°FFÜ ÀUZþ 
I` ³FF»F ̧ FZÔ W c°Fe dUýiûdW ¹FûÔ IZ  W ¸F»FûÔ I e 
UþW  ÀFZ AF³FZ UF»FZ dQ³FûÔ ¸FZÔ QZVF I F 
d³F¹FFÊ°F-AF¹FF°F AüS  ¸FW a¦FF W û  
ÀFI °FF W `Ü  C ôû¦F þ¦F°F IZ  ÀFcÂFûÔ IZ  
¸Fb°FFd¶FI  ¸FüþcQF dVFÎ´F¦F Ia ´Fd³F¹FûÔ ³FZ 
A·Fe C ÀF ø M  ́ FS  I F¸F VFbø  ³FW eÔ dI ¹FF 
W ` dþÀFÀFZ AF³FZ UF»FZ dQ³FûÔ ̧ FZÔ ÀFF¸FF³F IZ  

»FF³FZ-»FZ þF³FZ I e »FF¦F°F ´FS  C ÀFI F 
AÀFS  ́ FOÞ ³FZ I e AFVFaI F þ°FFBÊ þF S W e 
W `Ü     ªFF³FI FS ûÔ IZ  ̧ Fb°FFd¶FI  BÀF ÀFaI M  
ÀFZ ½FFW ³FûÔ IZ  I »F´FbªFûË, IÈ d¿F C °´FFQ, 
S ÀFF¹F³F, I ´FOÞ F AüS  S ZO e¸FZO  ́ FdS ²FF³F 
AüS  R F¸FFÊÀ¹FbdM I »F C °´FFQûÔ ÀFdW °F 
·FFS °F ̧ FZÔ ¶F³Fe ̈ FeªFûÔ IZ  d³F¹FFÊ°F ́ FS  AÀFS  
´FOÞ ³FZ I e ÀFa·FFU³FF W `Ü 

AF¹FF°F ̧ FZÔ I M ü°Fe 
IZ  d»FE 24 ÃFZÂFûÔ 
¸FZÔ I F¸F ªFFS e

³FBÊ dQ»»Fe, EþZÔÀFeÜ C ôû¦F ÀFaU²FÊ³F AüS  AFa°FdS I  ½¹FF´FFS  dU·FF¦F (O e´FeAFBÊAFBÊM e) §FS Z»Fc dUd³F¸FFÊ¯F 
I û ¶FPÞ FUF QZ³FZ, d³F¹FFÊ°F I û ¶FPÞ FUF QZ³FZ AüS  AF¹FF°F I û I ¸F I S ³FZ IZ  d»FE R ³FeÊ¨FS , E»¹Fc¸Fed³F¹F¸F, 
IÈ d¿F S ÀFF¹F³F AüS  I ´FOÞ F ÀFdW °F 24 C ´F-ÃFZÂFûÔ IZ  ÀFF±F I F¸F I S  S W F W `Ü UFd¯Fª¹F EUa C ôû¦F 
¸FaÂFF»F¹F ³FZ ¸Fa¦F»FUFS  I û I W F dI  '¸FZI  B³F BadO ¹FF' ´FW »F ³FZ VFbø  W û³FZ IZ  ¶FFQ I BÊ ¶FOÞ e C ´F»Fd¶²F¹FFa 
W FdÀF»F I e W `Ô AüS  A¶F '¸FZI  B³F BadO ¹FF 2.0' IZ  °FW °F 27 ÃFZÂFûÔ ´FS  ²¹FF³F IZÔ dýi°F dI ¹FF þF S W F W `Ü

d¶FªF»Fe ÃFZÂF ̧ FZÔ 
JS eQFS e ÀFZ 
¶FFªFFS  ̈ FPÞZ 
³FBÊ  dQ»»Fe, EþZÔÀFeÜ À±FF³Fe¹F VFZ¹FS  
¶FFþFS ûÔ ¸FZÔ ¸Fa¦F»FUFS  I û »F¦FF°FFS  
°FeÀFS Z I FS û¶FFS e ÀFÂF ¸FZÔ °FZþe S W e 
AüS  ¶FeEÀFBÊ ÀFZÔÀFZ¢ÀF 229 AaI  
ÀFZ Ad²FI  IZ  »FF·F ̧ FZÔ S W FÜ d¶Fþ»Fe, 
°FZ»F EUa ¦F`ÀF °F±FF ¶F`ÔI  VFZ¹FS ûÔ ¸FZÔ 
d»FUF»Fe ÀFZ ¶FFþFS  ¸FZÔ °FZþe S W eÜ      
ÀFZÔÀFZ¢ÀF 229.84 AaI  I e °FZþe 
IZ  ÀFF±F 71,336.80 AaI  ́ FS  ¶FaQ 
W bAFÜ I FS û¶FFS  IZ  QüS F³F EI  ÀF¸F¹F 
¹FW  364.33 AaI  °FI  ¨FPÞ  ¦F¹FF 
±FFÜ ÀFZÔÀFZ¢ÀF I e °FZþe ¸FZÔ »F¦F·F¦F 
120 AaI  I F ¹Fû¦FQF³F 
E¨FO eER ÀFe ¶F`ÔI  AüS  dS »FF¹FaÀF 
BaO ÀMÑ eþ I F S W FÜ

¨FF»Fc JF°FZ I F §FFM F 
QcÀFS e d°F¸FFW e ̧ FZÔ §FM F  
¸Fba¶FBÊÜ QZVF IZ  ¨FF»Fc JF°FZ IZ  
§FFM Z (I` O ) ¸FZÔ I ¸Fe AFBÊ W `Ü 
¹FW  ¨FF»Fc dUØF U¿FÊ I e QcÀFS e 
d°F¸FFW e ¸FZÔ I ¸F W ûI S  þeO e´Fe 
I F EI  ´Fid°FVF°F ¹FF³Fe 8.3 
AS ¶F O FG»FS  S W F W `Ü 
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