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Gangetic plains, Midnapore hold key to LS polls in Bengal 
PTI M KOLKATA 

th the stage set for yet 
another political show- 

down between Mamata 
Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress 
and ({16 opposition BJP, two 
regions - Gangetic plains and 
Midnapore - seem to hold the 
key to the state’s action-packed 
electoral battle. 
The Jalpaiguri region in North 
Bengal and the Matua belt in 
south Bengal are also important 
in the political landscape of the 
state. 
The Lok Sabha polls in West 
Bengal, comprising 42 seats, 
will take place in seven phases, 
from April 19 to June 1. 
Counting is on June 4. 
Out of the 42 seats, 10 are 
reserved for SC candidates and 
two for ST. 
In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, the 
TMC won 22 seats, the 
Congress (2) and the BIP (18). 
The Gangetic-plain region, 
which comprises five districts of 
North and South 24 Parganas, 
Kolkata, Howrah, and Hooghly, 
has 16 Lok Sabha seats out of 
which the BJP had won just 
three in the last Lok Sabha polls. 
The TMC, which is known for 
its political dominance of this 
region, sensing anti-incum- 
bency and non-performance of 
its candidates, this time has 
brought in new aspirants in six 
seats —three, two, and one 
respectively from North 24 

Parganas, South 24 Parganas, 
and Hooghly. 
The TMC had swept the two 
districts of 24 Parganas in the 
2021 assembly polls when the 
party had bagged 27 of the 33 
seats in North 24 Parganas, and 
all but one seat in the minori- 
ty-dominated ~ South-24 
Parganas. 
It had also made a clean swee 
by winning all the assembly 
seats in Kolkata, Howrah, and 
all but four in the Hooghly dis- 
trict. 
Although the TMC has 
announced its candidates for all 
Lok Sabha seats in the state, the 
BJP announced candidates for 
only twenty seats and the Left 
Front, which s still in talks with 
the Congress for an alliance, has 
announced candidates for six- 
teen seats. 
The saffron party, which had 
made the citizenship law one of 
its poll planks during the last 
general election, was able to 
Woo a section of the refugees, 
especially those from the Matua 
community, and the Bongaon 
Lok Sabha seat subsequently fell 
on its lap. 
The BJP anticipates positive 
outcomes from the implemen- 
tation of the CAA, while the 
‘TMC seeks to exploit the con- 
fusion surrounding it. 
The TMC is concerned about 
the arrests of its senior minis- 
ters and alleged influential fig- 
ures who managed organization 

and election affairs in South 24 
Parganas, North 24 Parganas, 
and Kolkata. 
Jyoti Priya Mallick, responsible 
for North 24 Parganas, and 
Partha Chatterjee, overseein 
party affairs in Kolkata an 
Hooghly, have been detained by 
central agencies due to their 
alleged involvement in scams. 
Adding to their woes, the arrest 
of Arabul Islam, a prominent 
leader in Bhangore, and 
Shajahan Sheikh, currently in 
CBI custody for charges of sex- 
ual violence and land grabbing 
in the Sandeshkhali area with- 

in Basirhat Lok Sabha seat, 
further complicates matters for 
the TMC. 
The BJP is concerned about its 
weak organisation and the 
absence of a strong leader to 
take on the TMC in the region. 
The Midnapore region, recog- 
nised as Bengal’s tribal belt 
consisting of five districts - 
Bankura, Paschim Medinipur, 
Purba Medinipur, Purulia, and 
Jhargram- sends eight repre- 
sentatives to the Lok Sabha. 
Out of the eight seats, the BJP 
won five and TMC bagged 
three in 2019 polls. 

The balance of power in the 
region shifted in favour of BJP 
fofilowmg Suvendu Adhikari’ 
switch in 2021, despite TMC's 
resurgence and strengthened 
influence through welfare 
schemes targeted at tribal 
Kurmi and Mahato communi- 
ties. 
The Jangalmahal region wit- 
nessed unrestlast year as mem- 
bers of the Kurmi community, 
which is a deciding factor in 
three seats, staged protests and 
blockades, advocating for ST 
status. 
Both BJP and TMC have been 
treading cautiously with the rul- 
ing party forming a state Tribal 
Development Board and nom- 
inating a member of Mahato 
and Kurmi from two of the 
seats in the region. 
Adding to BIPs woes, Kunar 
Hembram, a sitting MP from 
Jhargram seat, quit the party 
last week citing personalP rea- 
sons.The Jalpaiguri region, 
recognised as the hill and 
foothills of the state, consists of 
five districts - Alipurduar, 
Cooch Behar, Darj eefing, and 
Jalpaiguri, where the BIB won 
all the four Lok Sabha seats. 
The region has become a 
stronghold of BJP since the 
2019 LS elections, capitalising 
on discontentment among the 
populace regarding a feeling of 
alienation in North Bengal and 
calls for separate statehood and 
Union Territory status. 

Although several of the BJP 
leaders had openly called for 
carving out a Union Territory 
from the North Bengal region, 
the TMC has gone to the town 
accusing the saffron camp of 
dividing the state. 
The lack of effectiveness dis- 
played by BJP MPs from the 
area is concerning, although the 
commitment to implementing 
the CAA in bordering districts 
is expected to be advantageous 
for xfie party. 
In the Matua belt of Bengal, 
apart from Bongaon, the two 
seats of Nadia district, — 
Ranaghat and Krishnanagar, 
the CAA is likely to have an 
impactas both seats have a con- 
siderable Matua population. 
In Nadia, the BJP had won 
whereas TMC’s Mahua Moitra 
bagged the Krishnanagar seat. 
The BJP has nominated sitting 
MP Jagganath Sarkar from 
Ranaghat, whereas the TMC 
has pitted BJP MLA Mukut 
Mani Adhikari, who switched 
Camss recently. It has renomi- 
nated Moitra, who was expelled 
from Lok Sabha in a cash-for- 
query case, from the seat. 
Political analyst Biswanath 
Chakraborty thinks control 
over Gangetic Plains will be the 
key to elections. 
“With 16 seats, this region 
holds the key. And TMC has an 
advantage as BJP lacks strong 
organisation in the area” he 
said. 

NPP to support BJP 
candidates in Arunachal 
Pradesh, says Conrad 
PTI B GUWAHATI 

Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma said 

on Sunday that his National 
Peoples Party (NPP) would not 
field any candidates in the two 
Lok Sabha seats in Arunachal 
Pradesh and support the BJP 
nominees. 
The NPP is a part of the BJP- 
led NDA at the Centre, 
“The National People’ Party 
has decided not to contest the 
two Lok Sabha seats in 
Arunachal Pradesh. Being part- 
ners in the NDA, the NPP 
National Committee has decid- 
ed to support NDA candidates 
in Arunachal Pradesh and has 
directed its State Committee to 
extend support to the NDA 
candidates,” Sangma posted on 
X 
Hailing Sangma’s decision, 
Assam Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said such com- 
mitment of NDA partners will 
ensure over 400 seats in the Lok 
Sabha elections for the ruling 
alliance. 
“Such unparalleled commit- 
ment among our partners will 
ensure the NDA under the 
leadership of Hon'ble Prime 
Minister Shri 

i\ 

@narendramodi Ji secures over 
400 seats. Thank you so much 
Shri @SangmaConrad Ji,” 
Sarma posted on X. 
The BJP has named Union 
Earth Sciences Minister Kiren 
Rijiju for the Arunachal West 
Lok Sabha seat and Tapir Gao 
as its candidate for the 
Arunachal East seat. Polling 
will be held in the two seats in 
the first phase on April 19. 
The NPP, which leads the rul- 
ing coalition in Meghalaya, 
had won five seats in the last 
assembly elections  in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

Rahul a liability for INDIA 
Bloc: BJP leader Mukhtar 
PTI M KOLKATA 

enior BJP leader Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi feels Congress 

leader Rahul} Gandhi is the 
biggest liability of the opposi- 
tion bloc and warned that sev- 
eral opposition parties could 
risk losing recognition from 
the Election Commission after 
defeat at the hands of the 
Narendra Modi-led BJP in the 
ui:ommg Lok Sabha polls. 
The former Union minority 
affairs minister tried to dispel 
fears revolving around the 
implementation of CAA by 
saying, “Not a single Indian cit- 
izen, including Muslims, 
would be affected by the new 
legislation” and accused the 
opposition of trying to create 
communal conflict and con- 
fusion across the country. 
In an interview to PTI, Naqvi 
predicted a decisive victory for 
the BJP government for a third 
consecutive term, citing a 
widespread loss of faith among 
the populace in opposition 
parties, particularly the 
Congress. 
He criticised opposition bloc 
INDIA, saying it lacks coher- 
ent leadership and policies, 
with internal conflicts and 
ambitions hindering its effec- 
tiveness. 
“INDIA bloc is a challenge for 
their allies and not the BJP. 
There is a lot of conflict and 
confusion among them as 

there is neither any leadershij 
nor any clear policy. Everybody 
has prime ministerial ambi- 
tion. People don’t want a 
remote-controlled government 
by the Congress, which is the 
biggest ally. Tt has no visibili- 
ty on the ground,” he said. 
Regarding the leadership cri- 
sis within the opposition, 
Nagvi singled out Rahul 
Gandhi as a liability for the 
INDIA bloc, suggesting that 
the oppositions %rus(rauon is 
evident in their rhetoric. 
He said, “Rahul Gandhi is a lia- 
bility of the opposition bloc 
INDIA. Now their depression 
over imminent defeat is visible 
through  their abuses which 
reflect their frustration. INDIA 
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bloc in no way is a challenge to 
the BJP” 
Naqvi suggested that post- 
election, several political par- 
ties may struggle to maintain 
their recognition due to low 
vote counts. 
He said, “The mood of the 
nation is very clear that they 
will defeat those political par- 
ties which are creating hurdles 
in the path of good gover- 
nance’ 
“Several political parties after 
the Lok Sabha polls will make 
rounds to the Election 
Commission to protect their 
recognition (as the votes gar- 
nered will be so less than the 
prescribed norms for having 
recognition),” he added. 

Teachers Recruitment Exam: 270 
aspirants detained for paper leak 
PTIm PATNA 

he Economic Offences 
unit (EOU) of Bihar Police 

has detained over 270 aspi- 
rants in  Jharkhand’s 
Hazaribagh district in con- 
nection with an alleged paper 
leak of Bihar Public Service 
Commission’s (BPSC) 
Teachers Recruitment Exam 
(TRE)-3. 
According to a statement 
issued by the EOU here on 
Saturday, acting on a tip-off 
unit’s sleuths conducted 
searches at several locations in 

Hazaribagh on March 14 and 
15 and found that aspirants of 
TRE-3, who had been brought 
from several places in Bihar, 
had been supplied question 
apers. 
On the day of the examina- 

tion, March 15, candidates 
were supposed to leave at 
around 3 am for their respec- 
tive exam centres. They all 
were detained and on the 
basis of their interrogation, 
officials managed to nab cer- 
tain members of the gang 
involved in the paper leak’, the 
statement said. 

21 more fishermen 

held by Sri Lanka, 
TN seeks action 
Chennai: The Tamil Nadu unit 
of BJP and the PMK on Sunday 
flagged the arrest of 21 more 
fohrmen by Sri Lanka and 
urged the Centre to swiftly 
secure the release of fishers and 
their boats. 
Tamil Nadu BJP President K 
Annamalai and PMK top 
leader Anbumani Ramadoss 
said 21 fishermen have been 
arrested by the island nation. 
Also, their two boats have been 
seized. The fishermen were 
arrested on the night of March 
16 by Lankan authorities. 

PTI 

BJP foothold in Chhattisgarh makes it uphill task for Congress 
PTIm RAIPUR 

he ruling BJP in 
Chhattisgarh has fared 

exceedingly well against the 
Congress in all four parlia- 
mentary elections held after 
the state’s formation in 2000, 
and is expected to improve its 
tally of 2019, when it won 9 of 
the 11 seats in the state. 
Issues pertaining to farmers, 
tribals, mining, infrastructure 
and employment, apart from 
the ‘Modi factor” are likely to 
play arole inthe poll outcome 
in the state, which is divided 
into northern, central and 
southern regions on the basis 
of topography. Tribals com- 
prise 32 per cent of 
Chhattisgarh’s population, and 
around 70 per cent people of 
the state are mvolveg in agri- 
culture and allied activities. 
The BJP has declared candi- 
dates for all 11 seats. 
Brijmohan A%:awal, currently 
minister in the Vishnu Deo 
Sai-led state government, and 
two sitting MPs are among the 
BJP candidates. The Congress 

has so far announced candi- 
dates in six seats, pinning 
hopes on senior leaders, 
including former chief minis- 
ter Bhupesh Baghel. The BJP 
won 10 out of the 11 Lok Sabha 
seats in 2004, 2009 and 2014. 
Despite a severe loss in the 
2018 state assembly elections, 
it bagged 9 seats in the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls. NORTH 
CHHATTISGARH: This trib- 
al-dominated region compris- 
es Sury uga, Raigarh (Emh 
reserved for Scheduled Tribe 
candidates) and Korba Lok 
Sabha seats, cach covering 
eight assembly segments. The 
region has dense forests, hills, 
water reservoirs and is home to 
some indigenous tribal com- 
munities. 
People are dependent lar%)ely 
on agriculture and non-timber 
forest produce for livelihood. 
The region, also having many 
coal mines, shares border with 
Odisha, Jharkhand, Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 
Human-elephant conflicts and 
protests by coal mine pro- 
jects-affected people have been 
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Key issues in the region. 
Another factor is the influence 
of the erstwhile royal families 
of Surguja and Jashpur. The 
BJP wonall the cight assembly 
seats under Surguja Lok Sabha 
constituency in the last polls. 
In the 2019 Lok Sabha elec- 
tions, BJP's Renuka Singh won 
this seat and became minister 
at the Centre. She later suc- 
cessfully contested the 2023 
state assembly polls. This time, 
the BJP has fielded former 
MLA Chintamani Maharaj 
from Surguja. 
He had quit the Congress 
before the last assembly polls. 
Raigarh is the home turf of CM 
Sai, who represented this par- 

liamentary seat in 1999, 2004, 
2009 and 2014. In 2019, BJPs 
Gomti Sai won this seat. She 
was elected to the Chhattisgarh 
assembly last year. The BJP has 
this time flelged Radheshyam 
Rathiya, a fresh face. 
The saffron party has not lost 
these two Lok Sabha seats 
since the formation of 
Chhattisgarh. Korba seat is 
currently held by Congress 
Jyotsana Mahant, who has 
been re-nominated by the 
party. The BJP has fielded its 
influential woman leader Saroj 
Pandey in this seat. CEN- 
TRAL CHHATTISGARH: It 
comprises six Lok Sabha seats 
- Raipur, Durg, Rajnandgaon, 

LS polls: South Karnataka bracing up for hattle 
PTIm BENGALURU 

The Vokkaliga heartland of the 
old Mysuru region consisting of 

several southern districts will be the 
testing ground for the recently 
forged BJP-JD(S) alliance in 
Karnataka in the Lok Sabha polls. 
The ruling Congress will now look 
to consolidate its gains that it made 
in the assembly elections in May last 
year when it made inroads into the 
strongholds of the regional party 
headed by former Prime Minister 
D Deve Gowda in these districts. 
In the 2019 Pariamentary elections, 
the Congress and JD(S) fought 
together Eu( secured only one seat 
each in the state. The BJP bagged 25 
out of the total 28 Lok Sabha seats. 
The Congress and JD(S) win, in fact, 
came in the old Mysuru region — 
Bangalore Rural and Hassan, respec- 
tively, while Mandya seat went to an 
independent backed by the BP. 
This time, the JD(S) has an alliance 
with BJP. According to sources, the 
JD(S) is likely to bealloted Hassan, 
Mandya and Kolar seats in the 
region, from where Deve Gowda's 
party draws its strength from in 
Karnataka. 

The JD(S) is now looking to bounce 
back after the drubbing it received 
in the May assembly polls. 
The Congress and JD(S) are con- 
sidered to be traditional rivals in the 
region, where the BJP has also 
been improving its vote-share. 
The BJP-JD(S) alliance hopes to 
counter the Congress’ surge in the 
region, determined to consolidate 
Vokkaliga votes in their favour and 
banking on the Modi charisma. 
Both parties also hope to gain from 
each other with this alliance. 
The Congress is hoping to further 
its prospects and continue its dom- 
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Mahasamund, Bilaspur, and 
Janjgir-Champa. This region 
shares borders with Odisha, 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra. Due to a large 
number of rice varieties grown 
in the state’s central plains, it is 
also known as the ‘paddy bowl. 
Raipur, Durg and Bhilai arcas 
account for almost half of the 
total urban population of the 
state. 
Farmer-related issues and 
employment play a dominant 
role in determining the poll 
outcome in this region. 
During the previous assembly 
polls, the' BJP also cam- 
fimgned on the Hindutva issue 

ere. Janjgir-Champa Lok 
Sabha seat (reserved for 
Scheduled Caste candidates) 
has eight assembly segments, 
all won by the Congress in the 
last assembly polls. The party 
also won five of the eight 
assembly segments under 
Rajnandgaon. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
1, Aviral Gaur , hereby deciare that my 
father Mr Pawan Gaur expired on 31/12/ 
2023 He was resident of Pawan Gaur, A- 
504, Gala Swing, Near SoBo Center, 
Safal Parisar Road, South Bopal, 

the Unit No. 1803 In Tower-CM3 , 1625 
sqt, 3 BHK situated at GH-01A, Sector - 

Noida with in 15 Days of publication of 
the notice. 

Aviral Gaur S/o Late Pawan Gaur| 

Regd: 

inance in the region, with the hel 
of its s(ron§ local leadership and ncf3 
ing on its five guarantee schemes. 
Both Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
and Congress state President D K 
Shivakumar, who is also the Deputy 
Chief Minister come from this 
region, and so does JD(S) patriarch 
Deve Gowda and his son H D 
Kumaraswamy, a former CM and 
that party’s state President. 
According to a political analyst, 
“coordination among local leaders 
and transfer of votes between the 
parties are going to be key for the 
BJP-JD(S) alliance to click.” 
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Opposition parties have come together because of Modi phaobia: Dinesh 
PTI ® LUCKNOW 

Rg]ya Sabha member Dinesh 
harma on Sunday said oppo- 

sition parties which are trying to 
put up a facade of unity for the Lok 
Sabha poll will be fighting each 
other agfl' three months. 
Due to their inflated egos and poor 
performance in the e%emon, they 
will not be able to “choose even a 
leader of the opposition (in the Lok 
Sabha) from amongst themselves”, 
the BJP leader and former Uttar 
Pradesh deputy chief minister told 
PTTin an interview. 
The Lok Sabha poll was 
announced by the Election 
Commission on Saturday and it 
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April 19, April 26, May 7, May 13, 
May 20, May 25 and June 1. 
Counting of votes will be held on 
June 4. 
Sharma claimed that opposition 
parties are not in the election scene 
anywhere this time. Even the 
southern states will witness the 
sunset of opposition parties and the 
rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in this election, Sharma 
asserted. 
“Some opgqosmon parties_have 
come together for the Lok Sabha 
election. But due to inflated egos 
oftheir leaders, they won't be able 
to select the leader of opposition 
from amongst themselves, said the 

MR who recently toured some 
southern states, including Tamil 
Nadu where the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK), a member of 
the opposition INDIA bloc, is in 
power. 
The bloc was formed by some 
opposition (fiames, including the 
Congress, the Aam Aadmi Party, 
the Samajwadi Party (SP) and the 
‘Trinamool Congress, to take on the 
BJP in the election. 
They have come together due to 
“Modi phobia’, Sharma said and 
exuded confidence that the BJP 
and its allies will win the Lok Sabha 
poll with more than 400 seats. 
The third term of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will be full of great 

ossibilities, he said. 
harma also hit out at SP chief 

Akhilesh Yadav for comparin; 
Prime Minister Modi with Adolf 
Hitler. 
“The real Hitler was the one who 
opened fire on ‘karsevaks' in 
Ayodhya, and during whose time, 
people who talked about the Ram 
temple (in Ayodhya) were jailed” 
Sharma said in an apparent refer- 
ence to SP founfer, the late, 
Mulyam Singh Yadav's govern- 
ment. 
“If they love Hitler so much, then 
they should also remember the 
Emergency lmigsed by their ally 
Congress and the anti-Sikh riots,” 
he said. 

Sharpeninghis attack on the oppo- 
sition, the Rajya Sabha member 
said that the “election season is 
forcing even the opposers of Lord 
Ram and Sanatan Dharma to 
chant ‘Ram Ram”. 
“SP leaders who opened fire on 
Ram devotees are now building a 
(emfle in Etawah)” the BJP leader 
said. Mulayam Singh Yadav's 
hometown is Safai in Etawah dis- 
trict of Uttar Pradesh. 
In an apf)arem reference to 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
Sharma said, “Nowadays, a former 
Congress president puts sandal- 
wood powderon his forehead, but 
wonders why peopleare looking up 
to Modi” 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
1, Aviral Gaur , hereby declare that my 
father MrPawan Gaur expired on 31/12/ 

504, Gala Swl»% Near SoBo Center, 
Safal Parisar Road, South Bopal, 

requested Suj Limited_to transfer 

sqft, 3BHK situated at GH-01A, Sector - 
74, Noida, Dist. Gautam Budh Nagar 

~If anybody has any objection He / She 
may Contact Mr Vaibhav Mittal 

ida with in 15 Days of publication of 
thenotice. 

Aviral Gaur S/o Late Pawan Gaur| 
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