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Front line staff to get Govid jahs later
this week; 77 centres added

MM BUREAU

Delhi gave a

New Delhi/February 03

State health minister
Satyendar Jain said on
Tuesday that the ongoing
Covid-19 inoculation drive
—which currently covers
health workers — will be
opened to front line workers
this week even as authorities
increased the number of
vaccination centres from 106
to 183 as well as the number
of vaccination days from four
to six days a week

Jain, however, did not
mention the exact day when
the vaccination will begin for
the city’s estimated 800,000
front line workers, including
the police and municipal
employees. among others,
directly engaged in Covid-19
management in some way
About 338,011 front line
workers have enlisted so far to
take the jab in a registration
drive that is still underway.

boost to its vaccination drive.
So far, Covid-19 vaceines in
the national capital were
administered on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays. Fram Wednesday,
it will become a six-day drive
(from Monday to Saturday), a
senior health official said on
condition of anonymity

But the turnout rate in
Delhi witnessed a sharp fall
on Tuesday with only 9,357 of
a targeted 18,300 (at scaled-
up capacity) beneficiaries
getting vaceinated. The
turnout rate of 51.13% was
the lowest since January 19,
the second day of vaceination
when it was 48 8%.

On Tuesday, Delhi
also reported 17 cases of
adverse effects following
immunisation (AEFI), of
which none was severe in
nature, government officials
said.

Several government
officials attributed the low
turnout to fewer people
turning up at new centres
‘because of lack of awareness
about them, said officials.
However, other government
officials said turnout at some
of the existing vaccination
centres have reached a
saturation point

“That is why the
government should start
vaccinating front line workers
now, along with health
workers, to fill up the gap”
said a health department
official

For instance, the vaccine
centre at Maulana Azad
Medical College, which
witnessed a turnout of around
T0% over the past one week,
saw only 18 beneficiaries on
Tuesday.

“There are apprehensions
among beneficiaries,
especially in view of

several cases of mild fever
and AEFI (adverse event
following immunization)
that have emerged. In its
ongoing awareness drive,
the government should
stress that the vaccine is for
prevention and India is yet
to witness a second wave like
several other countries such
as the US and the UK,” said

Dr Namrata Makkar, deputy
medical superintendent at
RajivGandhi Super Speciality
Hospital

Delhi

government
spokespersons did not
comment on Tuesday’s
turnout figures.

The 183 sites are spread
across 114 hospitals, which
essentially means at least

some of them — such as Lok
Nayalk Hospital in the public
sector and BL Kapoor Hospital
in the private sector — have
more than one centre now,
said the health department
official cited above.

“This scaling up was
needed to increase the
coverage at a faster rate
among health warkers. There
will be need for more capacity
building to accommodate
front-line workers, whose
numbers are mare,
second health department
official

The number of health
workers in the city is
estimated at 300,000 by the
Delhi government, of which
around 240,000 registered for
the Covid-19 vaccination and
73,983 health workers have
taken the jab.

“The aim at this stage
should be to reach out to more
categories of beneficiaries.

Meanwhile, Delhi gave a boost to its
vaccination drive. So far, Covid-19
vaccines in the national capital were
administered on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. From
Wednesday, it will become a six-day
drive (from Monday to Saturday),
a senior health official said on
condition of anonymity. But the
turnout rate in Delhi witnessed a
sharp fall on Tuesday with only 9,357
of a targeted 18,300 beneficiaries
getting vaccinated.

People belonging to other
priority groups, who want
to get vaccinated at the
earliest, should be given
the opportunity now,” said
Dr Suneela Garg. director

professor, community
medicine, Maulana Azad
Medical College, and member,
Lancet Covid-19 Commission
and Vaccination Task Force
for India.

Shubh Muhurat, Savdhan: Feh 16 to
have too many WBII[IIII!IS in Delhi-NGR

MM BUREAU
New Delhu‘Febﬂlary 03

Expect February 16 to
‘be buzzing with the sound of
dhol and shehnai. Ask why?
It’s an auspicious day for
weddings, and denizens are
‘making the most of it! “The
date is auspicious because
it’s an ‘ansud saya’. I've to
myself solemnise two-three
weddings, all lined up for
the same day,” says Delhi-
based pandit Ram Meher
Sharma, adding. “February
16 is Basant Panchami,
and yeh din apne aap mein
ek bada parv hai. That's
why maximum peaple are
preferring to get married
on this day. Yeh ek bahut
bada aur mehatvapoorn din
hai. After this March 15
is Phulera Dooj, and that’s
the next auspmm'us date for

weddings.”
Wedding planners in the

Capital assert heavy hookings
for this date. Sakshi Mehra,
from the Design Room, says,
“As per the charts, the star
alignment on February 16
makes it auspicious day
for Hindu weddings. Many
believe that such a date
leads to a strong possibility
of a successful union... The

Cuvld situation has been
extremely challenging since
most weddings are no longer
being organised at the same
scale anymore as earlier, but
they are happening in full
swing within government
guidelines.”

“Most of the hotels and
banguet halls are booked

for Feb 16,” says Salil
Chaudhry from Dew Events,
Khan Market, adding, “Now
that our business is finally
reviving, we are happy that
because of Saraswati puja
on Basant Panchami, it's
being considered as a very
auspicions day by many
couples, who had plans to get
married.”

Raghubir Singh, from
Delhi-based BMP Weddings,
adds that no matter how much
the delay, people still mostly
prefer an auspicious date to
get married. “A wedding is a
Tifetime eommitment, so there
are many a things involved.
And at the top of the list is
the choice of an auspicious
date. February 16, Basant
Panchami, ek acha din hone
ke karan zyada se zyada
log iss date ko shaadiyan
plan kar rahe hain. The best
part is ki is din koi saaya

Design Room, says,

guidelines "

Wedding planners in the Capital assert heavy
bookings for this date. Sakshi Mehra, from the
“As per the charts, the star
alignment on February 16 makes it auspicious day
for Hindu weddings. Many believe that such a date
leads to a strong possibility of a successful union
The Covid situation has been extremely challenging
since most weddings are no longer being organised
at the same scale anymore as earlier, but they
are happening in full swing within guvem.ment

(auspicious time for saat
pheras) nikalwane ki zarurat
bhi nahin hoti. Iske baad
humare paas March 15 ki
kaafi bookings hain,” says
Singh.

Even make-up artists in
Delhi-NCR are elated with
finally getting back to tight
schedule and good business,
thanks to numerous bookings
for this date. Supriti Batra, a
make-up artist says, “I have

Indian wedding in Agra on
February 16

I'll be taking a team of 10
artists along with me. And
my second team will work
tirelessly at the studio for the
other bookings.

The number of requests
have been so many for this
date that now we are either
routing the clients to other
artists or refusing to take
in any more bridal make-up

committed to be at a big fat

Delhi HC seeks Centre's
reply on plea challenging
WhatsApp privacy policy

MM BUREAU

New Delhi/February 03

Delhi’'s minimum temp rises hy
3° today, rain likely : IMD

The Delhi high court an sought the resp
the Centre and WhatsApp on a plea challenging the latter’s new
privacy policy. The plea is seeking directions to the antharities
to provide users with an option to opt out of sharing users’
personal data with Facebook, as mandated in the updated
policy A bench of Chief Justice DN Patel and justice Jyoti Singh
issued notices to the ministry of electronics and information
technology and WhatsApp on the plea which has contended that
the new policy is in violation of right to privacy of an individual.
The plea has also sought formulation of guidelines, rules and
regulation for safeguarding the privacy of the citizens. It has
said that the “fissures in law with respect to data are guite
conspicuous and a framework to regulate the same is the need
of the hour”. On Wednesday, additional solicitor general (ASG)
Chetan Sharma said the Centre has sent out questionnaires to
WhatsApp on various issues, seeking answers. He alsa said a
joint parliamentary committee is looking into the matter. The
PIL, filed by Seema Singh and Meghan Singh, said, “Social
‘media in recent years has been used by billions ufpeuple around
the world and millions of Indians today are dependent on
‘Whatsapp. Therefore information which is generally personal
is shared at an enormous level. This information is susceptible
to being misused if the social media giant decides to either
sell or exploit the information, sensitive to the users, to any
third party.” Earlier, a law student, Chaitanya Rohilla, had
chall the new privacy policy which has now been

to May after backlash on its terms and conditions. Earlier,
What: had made it - for the users to accept

New uary 03

As minimum temperature
in the national Capital rose
by nearly three degrees on
Wednesday, the city is Likely
to experience rain. Minimum
temperature is expected to be
around 9 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday. The minimum
temperature in the city on
Tuesday rose to 6.2°C, as
against 5.3°C on Monday.

A western disturbance is
likely to bring light rain to
the city. The temperature is
likely to dip after the western
disturbance moves away,
experts said

“The maximum
temperature has gone up
due to an approaching
western disturbance. This
is the highest temperature
recorded since December.
There is a change in wind
direction due to the western
disturbance. Winds are
variable blowing over land

and not bringing cold air
from the hills. The wind
speed is also low during the
day,” said Kuldeep Srivastava
of the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

“Both minimum and
maximum temperatures are
likely to fall by 2-3 degrees
Celsius from February 5
when the disturbance moves
away,” said Srivastava.

An induced cyclonic
circulation lying over central

Pakistan and adjoining west
Rajasthan is likely to affect
the weather over northwest
India and the western
Himalayan region from
Tuesday night, the weather
body said in a statement.
“The confluence
of southwesterlies in
association with the western
disturbance and lower level
southeasterlies is very likely
over the plains of northwest
and adjoining areas of central

India from February 3 to 5.”
it added.

Under the influence of
these systems, widespread
light to moderate rainfall
or snow with isolated
thunderstorm, lightning and
hail is likely to oeeur over the
western Himalayan region
till February 5.

Heavy rainfall or snowfall
is also expected to take place
over Jammu and Kashmir
on February 3 and 4, and
over Himachal Pradesh on
February 4.

“Light to moderate rain
is likely over Delhi and the
National Capital Region
(NCR)on February 4 and over
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar on
Fehmary 4 and 5. Srivastava
sail

IYMeﬁn\th.le air qunhty
remained in the “very poor”
category with the hourly
Air Quality Index at 356
Wednesday morning. On
Tuesday, it was 364.

Delhi HC takes notice of
trash dumped by
sanitation staff on streets

Our C

v 03

The Delhi high court on Tuesday asked the North
Delhi Municipal Corporation why police cases were not
filed against sanitation workers who dumped garbage on
streets of Model Town last month

Sanitation workers of the civic body were on strike for
most of January, demanding their salaries, which they
claim they had not been paid since October. The matter
y, when the corporation released

was resolved on

the pending wages. Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva directed
the North MCD deputy commissioner to virtually join
the proceedings in the matter on February 5, if the strike
is not over by then and garbage collection work has not
commenced. “If strike is over and work is going on. then
e need not join,” the court said.

Our C

Delhi Police announce
cash rewards for info on
R-Day violence suspects

v 03

Singh, and Gurjant Singh.

The Delhi Police have announced cash rewards of 06

lakh for information leading to the arrest of eight suspects,
including actor Deep Sidhu, allegedly involved in the
violence and vandalism at the iconic Red Fort during the
farmers’ tractar rally on January 26 (Republic Day), officers
involved in the investigation into the matter said. A police
officer, who did not want to be named, said Rs1 lakh each
will be given for information leading to the arrest of Sidhu,
and three other suspects identified as Jugraj Singh, Gurjot
050,000 reward each will be
given for information leading to the arrest of four other
suspects identified as Jajbir Singh, Buta Singh, Sukhdev
Singh, and Igbal Singh A second police officer, who also
spoke on condition of anonymity, said Jugraj Singh from
Punjab’s Tarn Taran has been identified as the one who
hoisted a farmers” union flag and a religious flag at Red
Fort. Two cases were registered in connection with the
violence and vandalism at the monument during the rally.
Ove'r 40 police personnel were injured in the violence Many
showed the

ang
in clashes with security personnel and also hoisting the
religious flag on the manument. In the videos, Sidhu was
also seen with the protesters. A total of 44 cases have been
registered in connection with the violence at Red Fort and
other places in Delhi during the rally and an incident an
January 29 when a group of persons, claiming ta be locals,
entered the protest site at Singhu border and clashed with
farmers and police. Police said they have arrested 123
people in connection with the viclent incidents that left
510 security personnel injured.

schools kick off pren as parents,
students welcome exam schedule

MM BUREAU
New Delhi/February 03

With the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
releasing the 2021 exam time
table for classes 10 and 12
on Tuesday, almost three
months in advance, principals
and teachers across the
national eapital said it was a

exams of Class 10 students
will end on June 7, these of
Class 12 students will end
on June 11

Of the total 2,163
schools in Delhi, a majority
is affiliated to the CBSE
and board exams for classes
10 and 12 are usually held
in I‘ebr\mrv Due to the

welcome step as studs
now prepare well for exams
The board also announced
that class 12 students will
have exams in two shifts —
morning and afternoon.
While CBSE had
announced in December that
exams would be conducted
between May and June 2021,
on Tuesday it released the
date sheet for the board
examinations, which would
begin on May 4 for both Class
10 and 12 students. While

shift to Dnlme edm:mun, the
board had also reduced the
syllabus for the academic

\Iamu Sethl principal
of Bluebells School
International in Kailash
Colony, said conducting
exams in two shifts won't
be an issue. “As per the
notification by the CBSE,
exams in the second shift
are of subjects not offered
to students in CBSE schools
abroad. That means these

will be subjects having fewer
enrolments. It won't be an
issue for schools to conduet
exams for fewer students in
the second shift. We won't
require more than three or
four classrooms for that and
we can easily sanitise and
ready them before students
arrive,” she said

Ameeta Wattal, principal
of Springdales, Pusa Road,
also said it was a balanced

date sheet. “For instance.
Class 12 students will appear
for their English exam on
May 4 and then get a week
to prepare for the next
major elective paper. In
between, they have music
and voeational subjects. Since
the board has introduced
an afternoon shift, schools
will take measures so that
students are able to write
their papers comfortably

issue.

Manju Sethi, principal of Bluebells School
International in Kailash Colony, said
conducting exams in two shifts won't be an
“As per the notification by the CBSE,
exams in the second shift are of subjects not
offered to students in CBSE schools abroad.

while wearing masks.”

Most students were
happy with the schedule.
“Commerce students have
ample time between major
subjects and we are happy
with the date sheet. Also,
unlike previous years when
the date sheet was announced
less than two months before
exams, this time we have
nearly three months in hand.
We know how much time
there is between papers so
we can devise a study routine
accordingly,” said Twisha
Kacker, 18, a class 12 student

of The Indian School

Sukhbir Singh Yadav,
principal of Sarvodaya
Vidyalaya Rohini, Sector
3, said since the Delhi
government had allowed class
10 and 12 students to return
to schools for preparations,
teachers can plan the lessons
accordingly and as per the
needs of students.

Also read: CBSE class
10 date sheet 2021 released,
here’s link to check

“The class 10 date sheet
has days between major
subjects. Same is the case

with class 12 students.
However, for certain subject
combinations, there are no
gaps. For instance, students
who have opted for both
Diology and commerce, there
would be no gap day,” he said.

Yadav also said since
exams would be held during

peak summer in Delhi, the
timings could have been
different. “Students will be
wearing masks; so it would
have been better if the
morning shift started at 9am
instead of 10.30am and the
afternoon shift at 3pm instead
of 2 30pm,” he said.
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