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especially in England, New Zealand and (From left)

South Africa.” he says, Kapil Dev, Bustmess Standard.
Such is theabundance of ndia's fast- Eaheer Khanand Thebrouhaha
bowling riches these daysthatnotan Mayank Yndav surrounding Mayank
eyehrowwas raized when Shami, the star of notwithsranding,
last-year's 3-over World Cup, satout the Sharmathrowsina

ongoing IPL and the high-profile Test seresat word of caution,

I'wasafastbowlertoday,” Ganesh wold

India's fast bowling

TAKE TWO 17

Mayanlsch oach Th i,
whohaswatched him grow under his tutelage aver
since he joined Sonnet Cricket Clubat the age of 14,
wants his ward 1o cutall the noise and hype
around him,

“Twant him to become an ail-format bowler. He
isonly 21 and has the fitness and hunger toger
there, Cut allthe noise. You've just had two great
games, Kal pit bhi sakie ho, Soremaln mentally
strong,” he says.

A

Morth
forth astrong case to cotton-woal a:pe:sal talent
like Mayank.

“He hasa history of frequent 1

Imjuries are the 'hlgge-mmpedlmﬂmmafaﬁt
howler, Whenever a howler returns from Injury, he
iselrenmspect. Theonlvexception tothis ruke is
Bumrah. Ever since he has returmned from an injury
hiatuslast vear, he haslooked even more
menacing,” Sharmaexplains.

Cricket isriddled with several instances of fast
bowlers whohad to transform t helrac(lnnaﬁr_l
returning from career-th

Dennis Lillee, the champlon Australian pacer
ofthe 19705, who hegan as a tearaway quick,
remodelled his action afreraback injury. He was

Mot everyone i as ucky, or asskilled.

Sharma givesthe example of Munaf Patel, the
fust bowler from Gujamt, who piqued the nation’s
interest, albeit leetingly, during tha mid-sughts,
with his pace and vorkers.

Anankle injury stopped him in his tracks.

“Afterthat ankleinjury, h the sam;
‘bowler. He lost his pace and turned into amedium-

pacer who bowled line and length,” Sharma
nchds. Like Pated, the carcers of several
promising fast howlers did not hlessom

because of the lackof aworld-class
facilitylike the NCA back then,

g naot the fastest thereafter, but, instead, became the
B shrowdest.

3

S False starts
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156 kmph

home peainst England last manth due toan

"Heisanabsolute

talent is now the envy of

2 Warun Aaron, in 2011, grabbed
the world. Jasprit & =

AND COUNTING

The emergence of Mayank Yadav this IPLshows how India
overcame the odds, tradition, and history to create an
assembly line of fast bowlers, outdoing Pakistan

VISHAL MENDN
HeveDelhi, 5 Aprl

L is a five-decade-old incident that ls
worth regelling, Sometime n 1975, Kapil
Dev, then a precocious 16-year-old,
would ger selected for a camp in
Chandigarh that had a motley bunch of
voung, emerging crcketers. During the anch
break, Kapll demanded more food from the
"Don't you know that I'm a fast
bowler. I need mone food,” he asserted.

organiser,

“We donot produce
fast bowlersinthis
country,” the onganiser
retorted.

The response would
firm up Kapil's resolve to
become a pacer.

Three yearslater, he
wasin Faisalabac, ready to
bow] his firstdeliveryin
Internarional crickt.

Unilthen, India wasa
bastion for spinners, such
a5 Bishen Bedi and
Erapalll Prasanna,
bowlers known tobewitch
batters with guile and
tantallzing flight.

Thencame Kapllanda
Lectonicshilt

EBefore Kapil, cricket
wasaniche, urban,
middle-clags sport. Trwas

disconcerting bounce.
Playing forthe Lucknow Super Giants,
ayank bowled 2 156.7 kmph thunderbolt

HELPING HAND FROM
ACROSS THE BORDER

In* Punidits from Pakistan’,
former Pakistan pacer Agib
Javed tells author Rahul
Bhattacharya how bowling
with ataped ball (t2nnis bail
wirapped in tape) was
Instrumental in bowlers in his
tount i

theman with th

grin, rustic charm,
prodigious swing, and
indefatigable spiril. who
opened the sport o a
new generation aswell es
new towns.

Mevertheless, Indin
wasstill light years away
from producing pacers on
anassembly line the way
Pakistan did back inthe
19705, 19805 and through
the 19805, thanks—itis
understood — beef, good
genes, taped-hall cricket
and acertain Imran Khan.

Cut to 2024, and the
oot — ericket splikes, If
youwill — isnow onthe
other foot.

India's fast bowling
talend is now the envy of
theworld. From Jasprit
Bumreh, Mohammed
shami, Mohammed Siraj,
Mukesh Kumar to Umran
Malik, Indian fastbowlers
are making headsmurn

andathleticism.
Butnoone

mare
muscle, and, in the long run,

former Australia pacer Brett Lee

againstthe Royal Challengers Bengalum
carlier this week - the fourth-fastest deliv
recorded in the IFL.
“Flrst things first, 1 don't want toput an
extra pressureon him; he s fus
ot great pace and a nice artion. [am super
Impressedwith him, and reallyexcired tosee

21 But he ha

in the next few mon

Achilles heel Injury.

Itis o farcry from 1997, for ||Js(unl. € w]]m the
then e
due toashoulder injury, leaving captain Sachin
Tendulkar 1o scramble.

Wenkatesh Prasad, Harvinder Singh, and
Diodda Ganesh were the top three names onthe
list. Tendulkar roped in his fellow Mumbai pacer-
Abbey Kuruvilla,

“Duringmy time, wedidn thave talent spotting

natural, From the rhythm o
the loading and the follow-
through. he has allthe
attributestosuceeed atthe
International level. However,
Twill not go oo (arahead, Let
him finish playing in this PL
firse,” Sharmasays.

Ganesh wants Mayank o play
aniish eounty ericket this year. “Ttis

Bumrah, Mohammed
Shami, Mohammed Siraj,
and others are making
heads turn with their
skill, acumen, and

the headlines for bowling n 153
kmph thunderbolt ata Vijay
Hazare game, Like Munaf, he, too,
suffered from constant
breakdowns, snd his intermational
careerwould be astop-start affair,
VRV Singh, blessed with a fuid
pen-chested action,
an eye-catching pace and made h.ll'.l.e.-r'-
hoparcund, But he did notquite cut irarthe

athleticism

like the mannerinwhichirish, now, Also, tothe BCCL Pl

wedid not have the kind of support staffthat these

huy toplay rmm[ycnrlet in Bl\glmd Bowlingfas

dthi international level.

That is northe case anymore,

Kkeicls have tod ay. H’umsl.. h conditioningto for an [PLgeme But

diet, everythi icule I'wish iswith the red ballin I.m'" formericket.”

From Kapil to Mayank, the needle on India's
speedometer has well and trulymoved.
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Mayank In commentary.
SouthAfrice’s premier
tast bowler, Kagiso Rabada,
eould not stop pushing.
"Hewis born with pace.
Pacels notbought inthe
market. Ii‘rml sh:sgcnulrx:
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India pacer andwhoused o
be national selector, has
credited the Board of
Control tulCrIch,(in Indla
[BCCL forb
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Bowling with a taped ball

helped

themlike Mayank Yaday,
whao haswon the player
ofthe match award inhis
firsttwogamesinthe
Indian Premier
League(IPL).

Quick gun, Mayank

The 2i-year-old from Delhi. also known as
the “hulmet pe marne wala” {the onewho hits
the helmet ) bowler, has conjired up
frightening pace in excess of 156 kmph, with

Delhi pacer Navdeep Saind
udd exira yards of pace

Bas. They worked with

Rahul Dravid, the current

coachand former NCA

chief, to hone the next

generation of fast bowlers.
Theteam led by Shastd

has given way to the current
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Sharma, whowasinstrumental in India
spectacular Testserleswin In England In

Boe | Mumba
Bt | 05" April, 2024

1956, also att
af pitches rolled out for Ranji Trophy games
“Lookat the pitches in the Ranji Trophy.
Theyareall so conducive 1o fast bowling, It
notonly helps pacers, butaiso equips batters
fior the rigours of stringent overseas tours,
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