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ASCI releases its Annual
Complaints Report

Ahmedabad, The
Advertising Standards Council
of India (ASCI) today
published its Annual
Complaints Report, which
offers a comprehensive
analysis of advertisements
that were considered
objectionable in the fiscal year
2023–24.  ASCI examined
10,093 complaints and
investigated 8299
advertisements. The majority
of violations were on account
of misleading claims at 81%,
followed by ads that promoted
harmful situations or products
at 34% (the same ad can be
processed for multiple
objections). Digital ads
accounted for 85% of ads
processed, and had a lower
compliance rate of 75%,
compared to 97% for print and
TV. This raises serious

questions about the online
safety of consumers, as was
highlighted last year as well.
94% of the ads that were
processed were picked up suo
moto by ASCI. 49% of the
advertisements picked up by
ASCI were not contested by
the advertisers. A total of 98%
of cases eventually required
modification as they violated
the ASCI Code. This year,
healthcare emerged as the
most violative sector,
contributing to 19% of cases,
followed by illegal offshore
betting (17%), personal care
(13%), conventional education
(12%), food and beverage
(10%), and realty (7%). Baby
care emerged as a new
contender in the top violators
category, with influencer
promotions contributing to 81%
of babycare cases. (13-9)

Western Digital outlines must-
have features for CCTV Storage

Ahmedabad, The evolving
landscape of CCTV
applications, extending beyond
traditional security use cases,
emphasizes the significance of
smart video in diverse sectors
such as retail management and
transportation. With an array of
cameras, ranging from user-
friendly options to advanced
artificial intelligence (AI)
integrated devices, the CCTV
market in India is projected to
grow significantly, from USD

3.30 billion to USD 8.43 billion
by 2028 (source). Among the
crucial components for a smart
video setup, specialized storage
plays a pivotal role. Efficient
CCTV operations require high-
capacity storage solutions to
accommodate 24/7 video
capture. Whether utilizing on-
camera microSDTM cards or
hard disk drives (HDDs),
investing in substantial storage
is imperative. The WD Purple®
Pro Smart Video HDD by
Western Digital, offering up to
22TB storage capacities, stands
out as an ideal companion for
CCTV setups. Similarly, the on-
camera storage option, WD
Purple SC QD101 Ultra
Endurance microSD Card,
provides storage capacities up
to 1TB. (1-7)

ABANS Targets US Market with
Global Arbitrage Fund

Ahmedabad, ABANS
Holdings Limited, a diversified
financial services firm, has
received approval from the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) to operate as an
investment manager for
Alternative Investment Funds
(AIFs) in India. This regulatory
milestone marks a significant
achievement for ABANS,
enabling it to expand its

investment management
capabilities within the Indian
market. Mr. Abhishek Bansal,
Chairman of ABANS Holdings
Limited, expressed his
enthusiasm about this
development: “This milestone
opens up an exciting new
avenue for us to generate an
additional source of income for
the company. This achievement
underscores our commitment
to expanding our offerings and
reinforces our position as a
trusted partner in the
investment management
landscape.” Abhishek added:
“ABANS is planning to expand
its flagship Global Arbitrage
Fund to the U.S. markets. The
fund has shown impressive
growth, increasing by over 80%
since its inception. This strategic
move not only demonstrates the
company's commitment to
growth but also aims to cater
to a wider investor base while
delivering exceptional results
and value.”(13-9)

Imperfect system
Pakistani politics is seldom without drama. After the general

elections were held on February 8 this year, observers had
predicted that things would not settle down easily. We now
have a coalition led by the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz at
the federal level; the PML-N is also in power in Punjab, where
the provincial government is being led by Nawaz Sharif’s
daughter, Maryam Nawaz; the Sindh government is with the
Pakistan People’s Party; Balochistan has a PPP-led coalition
government and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is being ruled by the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf. Despite all the governments being
in place, tensions among the ruling alliance of the PML-N, PPP
and Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan are high as the PTI
claims that its mandate has been stolen by the Establishment
and distributed among these three parties. After the elections,
the PPP had offered to help the PTI form a coalition government
at the Centre. However, the PTI declined, saying that it had a
mandate to form a government on its own but it had been
taken away from them. At that time, many had said that the
PTI should have formed a coalition government at the Centre
with the PPP as it would have given the party some political
space to negotiate with the powers that be, leading to some
relief for Imran Khan in the future. The PTI is now in the
Opposition and protesting alleged electoral rigging.

In his inaugural address to the joint session of Parliament,
President Asif Ali Zardari talked about political reconciliation
and meaningful dialogue. After his speech, some PML-N leaders
also said that talks should be held with the PTI and its founding
chairman, Imran Khan. Then we heard a leading industrialist’s
comment in an interaction with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
asking the government to reach out to Khan in prison. But the
PTI has rejected these offers. The PTI spokesperson said that
the party will talk to any political party except the troika of
PML-N, PPP and MQM-P. Interestingly, the PTI leaders have
said that they are ready to talk to the Establishment. This is
not something new. Media reports have also quoted Imran
Khan saying that his party wants to talk to the Establishment.
But, so far, the Establishment has not responded.

Biden’s Ukraine aid will not win war, only preserve stalemate
The excitement of the

West and the global media
every time NATO, particularly
the United States (US), pours
more money into the Ukrainian
meat grinder is inexplicable.
More than two years after
Russia launched its “special
military operation” against
Ukraine, increasing military
assistance to the war-ravaged
nation in the hope of a
dramatic turnaround is insane.

The latest hysteria
concerns the $61 billion
Ukraine aid Bill signed by
President Joe Biden, seen as
a sign of the West’s
unwavering support for
Ukraine. “We rose to the
moment. We came together
and we got it done,” he said
while immediately approving
air defence capabilities,
artillery rounds, armoured
vehicles and other weapons
worth $1 billion. The European
Union (EU) and the US have
provided military and financial
assistance worth $117.3 and
$46.2 billion, respectively, to
Ukraine since the war started
in February 2022.

The EU has provided
Ukraine with Starstreak,
Patriots, Javelin, Nlaws,
Howitzers, HIMARS, M270
MLRS, Storm Shadows/
Scalps, IRIS-T, NASAMS,
Gepards, Challenger 2,
Leopard 2 and Bayraktar TB2s.

The American list of
sophisticated weaponry and
equipment includes Stinger
anti-aircraft missiles, Bradleys,
Strykers, a Patriot defence
battery, HIMARS, M1 Abrams,
NASAMS, Javelins, Hawks,
Phoenix Ghost, Howitzers,
HARMs, laser-guided rocket
systems, grenade launchers,
small arms and radars.

The US has also approved
third-party transfers of
American weapons from
several NATO and EU
members. Denmark and the
Netherlands have provided
Kyiv with US-made F-16s and
Ukrainian pilots are training on
them in 11 Western countries.

Despite such a vast
Western arsenal and the
courage and fighting spirit of
Ukrainian troops, Kyiv’s 2023

counteroffensive failed. Russia
is in a grinding war of attrition
for the long haul and is
determined to win it even if it
extends beyond 2025.
According to the International
Institute for Strategic Studies,
Russia can “sustain its assault
on Ukraine for another two or
three years and maybe even
longer”. Daily barrages of
Russian artillery, missiles and
drones pummel Ukrainian
troops with Kyiv losing its long-
held bastion Avdiivka, eastern
Donbas, in February. Now, the
slow but steady Russian
advance is focused on Chasiv
Yar, a town located on high
ground. If Russia captures it,
Putin’s troops will be closer to
the remaining Ukraine-held
cities of Kostiantynivka,
Kramatorsk and Sloviansk in
Donbas. Russia is also
targeting Ukraine’s second-
biggest city, Kharkiv, with
artillery and missiles.

CIA director Bill Burns had
warned before Congress
okayed the military assistance
Bill that Ukraine could “lose”
the war by year-end with
Vladimir Putin dictating the
“terms of a political
settlement”. However, the
massive American package
will unlikely change the war’s
course in Ukraine’s favour.
First, the US package doesn’t
address Ukraine’s manpower
shortage. Kyiv can’t match
Moscow’s number of soldiers
despite lowering the draft age
from 27 to 25. In the third
conscription drive, announced
on March 31, Putin intends to
mobilise 150,000 men.
According to Ukrainian
estimates, Russia could add
300,000 soldiers by June.
Despite the increasing use of
modern technologies in the
war, both sides need men to
hold captured territories.
Ukraine doesn’t have them
while Russia has five times
more men of military age.

Second, the new package
includes the much-sought
MGM-140 Army Tactical
Missile System (ATACMS)—
M39A1 Block I or M57 Block
IA tactical ballistic missiles
(both with a range of 300

km)—by Ukraine and is
expected to improve Kyiv’s
battlefield position against
Moscow’s marauding forces in
the east. After Biden signed
the Bill, the Pentagon revealed
that the US had secretly
delivered the M39 Block I (165-
km range) ATACMS to Ukraine
earlier this month.
Subsequently, Ukraine used
the missiles to strike a military
base in Crimea and Russian
forces east of Berdyansk, near
the Sea of Azov.

Zelensky has been
demanding the longer-range
ATACMS for long to strike the
19-km-long Kerch Bridge,
which connects southern
Russia to occupied Crimea and
is a crucial supply line for its
forces in southern Ukraine.
After striking the bridge twice,
Ukraine is reportedly plotting
to hit it the third time.

Meanwhile, Russia has
implemented several
defensive measures, like
smoke generators and
underwater barriers against
aerial and underwater drones,
enhanced its air defence
systems and operates
electronic warfare to protect
the bridge. Even if Ukraine
destroys the bridge using the
ATACMS, Russia can continue
to supply its forces via the new
700-km railway line
connecting the Russian city of
Rostov-on-Don to Donetsk and
Mariupol. If the railway line is
also targeted, it can always be
repaired faster than the
bridge. It is doubtful that the
new ATACMS (M39AI or M57)
will be decisive in turning the
war’s tide. Ukraine already
has British-French air-

launched Storm Shadow/
Scalp cruise missiles with a
range of 550 km and a single
warhead of 450 kg. While the
M39 has a warhead of 591 kg,
it comprises bomblets. The
M39A1 has a long range but
again has a warhead
comprising bomblets and
weighs 174 kg. The M57, too,
has the same range but a
single warhead of 214 kg,
almost half that of the Storm
Shadow. The ATACMS can
reach a speed of Mach 3
during its dive phase, making
it difficult for Russian missile
interceptors to take it down.
The Storm Shadow has a
maximum speed of Mach 0.95
and can be intercepted by
most air defence systems.

On the other hand, the
ATACMS is fired from mobile
HIMARS and M270 MLRS
mobile arti l lery rocket
systems, which can be
targeted by Russian cruise and
ballistic missiles and
warplanes. For example, a
9K720 Iskander SRBM
destroyed a Patriot launcher
outside of Pokrovsk, eastern
Ukraine, in March. While a
Storm Shadow is launched
from a jet, an Su-24 in
Ukraine’s case, which can
manoeuvre if targeted. When
the Storm Shadow was
delivered to Ukraine, the

media was gripped with hope
and excitement, similar to
those of the ATACMS. Ukraine
used Storm Shadows to hit
industrial sites in Luhansk, kill
the 35th Combined Arms
Army’s Chief of Staff Major
General Sergey Goryachev in
Zaporizhzhia, strike the
Chonhar road bridge
(connecting Crimea with
Kherson), damage the
Chongar Strait railway bridge
(linking Crimea with Kherson),
target the Sevastopol Port and
hit the Black Sea Fleet
headquarters in Sevastopol.

However, the missiles have
neither significantly impacted
nor changed the war’s
trajectory—they are useful but
not decisive. Third, Ukraine
can’t match the number of
long-range missiles in the
Russian inventory and the
increased production rate.
Russia has launched around
8,000 missiles against Ukraine
since the war started.

According to Ukraine’s
Military Intell igence
Directorate (GUR) deputy
head Major General Vadym
Skibitskyi, Russia produces
about 115-130 missiles with a
range of, at least, 350 km and
100-115 shorter-range
missiles every month. Besides,
40 Kh-101 air-launched cruise
missiles (2,000 km-5,500 km
range) and 30 Iskanders are
manufactured monthly.
Iranian and North Korean
missiles have boosted the
Russian stock. Iran has
provided around 400 Fateh-
110 family of surface-to-
surface, road-mobile ballistic
missiles, which have a 300
km-700 km range, to Russia.
North Korea supplied several
dozen SRBMs, which could be
the road-mobile Hwasong-11A
(KN-23) or the Hwasong-11B
(KN-24) SRBMs. Fourth,

Ukrainian air defence systems,
which initially shot down 90
per cent of Russian missiles
and drones, have been
overwhelmed by the volume
of attacks. For example,
around 3,000 guided aerial
bombs, 600 drones and 400
missiles were fired at Ukraine
in March alone. Ukraine has
only three to five Patriots,
which fail to counter the
Russian onslaught despite
shooting down 15 Russian air-
launched hypersonic ballistic
missile Kinzhal, according to
the Ukrainian military.
Volodymyr Zelensky has
requested NATO for 25 Patriot
road-mobile SAM/anti-ballistic
missile defence systems with
7 urgently as Russia continues
to destroy Ukraine’s cities and
their infrastructure. Of the six
EU members that operate the
Patriot, only Germany is willing
to deliver one battery with the
Netherlands, Poland, Romania
and Spain saying no.

However, deploying more
batteries of the $1 billion
Patriot system will not help
Ukraine gain the upper hand.
Russia’s changed tactics
include a swarm of drones
followed by subsonic cruise
and hypersonic ball istic
missiles that overwhelm
Ukraine’s air defence systems.
On December 29 last year,
Russia fired 122 cruise and
ballistic missiles and 36
drones at Dnipro, Kharkiv,
Konotop, Kyiv, Lviv, Odesa and
Zaporizhzhia in the largest
attack since the invasion, killing
58 people. On January 2, Russia
targeted Kyiv and Kharkiv with
more than 130 missiles and
drones. In the second biggest
attack of the year, on January
7-8, Russia launched 59 drones
and missiles and Ukraine could
shoot down less than 50 per
cent of them.

‘Humare Ram’: A grand theatrical spectacle
In the bustling landscape

of Indian theatre, where
tradition intertwines with
innovation, Felicity Theatre’s
production, ‘Humare Ram,’
directed by Gaurav Bhardwaj,
stands as a towering
testament to the power of
storytelling and theatrical
prowess. Rahul Bhuchar’s
brainchild, Felicity Theatre,
has not only revitalised the
theatrical medium but has
also ushered in a new era of
immersive experiences akin to
New York City’s Broadway and
London’s West End. A
theatrical extravaganza,
‘Humare Ram’ transcends
boundaries, captivating
audiences with its grandeur,
depth, and timeless
resonance.

At the heart of ‘Humare
Ram’ lies the timeless epic of
the Ramayana, a narrative that
has captivated generations
with its tales of love, sacrifice,
and righteousness. Yet,
Bhardwaj’s vision transcends
mere retell ing; it ’s a
symphony of extraordinary
performances, evocative
dialogues, mesmerising light,
soul-stirring music, exquisite
costumes, and larger-than-life
spectacle.

From its beginnings at the
Kamani Auditorium to its
triumphant staging at the
illustrious Siri Fort Auditorium,

‘Humare Ram’ has enraptured
theatregoers with its
spellbinding narrative,
meticulous attention to detail,
breathtaking grandeur and
immersive storytell ing.
Bhardwaj’s directorial vision
breathes new life into the
age-old epic of the
Ramayana, weaving together
elements of drama, music, and
spectacle to create a
theatrical experience unlike
any other. Bhuchar’s portrayal
of Lord Rama exudes a
commanding presence, while
Ashutosh Rana’s rendition of
Ravana adds layers of
complexity and depth to the
iconic antagonist.

At the heart of ‘Humare
Ram’ lies the enduring saga
of Lord Rama and his divine
consort, Sita, whose love and
sacrifice have inspired
generations of devotees and
storytellers alike. Through
Bhavbhuti’s iconic play ‘Uttar
Ramcharit,’ the audience is
transported to the realms of
Ayodhya and beyond, where
the timeless virtues of duty,
honor, and righteousness are
put to the ultimate test,
offering a fresh perspective
through the eyes of Luva and
Kusha, the sons of Rama and
Sita. As the narrative unfolds,
the audience embarks on a
transcendent journey through
the trials and triumphs of Lord
Rama and his eternal love,
Sita. One of the play’s most

poignant moments occurs
during the Prana Pratishtha
ceremony in Rameswaram,
wherein Ravana, portrayed as
a learned disciple of Lord
Shiva, presides as the grand
priest on the invitation of Lord
Rama. It’s a testament to
Bhardwaj’s directorial
prowess that such nuanced
scenes are brought to life with
such authenticity and
reverence.

‘Humare Ram’ is not
merely a retelling of a familiar
tale but a celebration of the
human spirit and the timeless
wisdom embedded within
ancient scriptures. In a
memorable sequence, Ravana
imparts invaluable lessons to
Lakshmana on his deathbed,
encapsulating the essence of
dharma and righteousness.

Rahul Bhuchar’s
multifaceted talent shines
through both on and off the
stage. As an actor, he
embodies the noble virtues of
Lord Rama and the conflicted
psyche of Karna with equal
finesse.
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