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GLOBE-TROTTING

YOSHITA SINGH / United Nations

An estimated 931 million tonnes
of  food were wasted globally in
2019, enough to circle the Earth
seven times, according to a UN
report which said that household
food waste in India is about 68.7
million tonnes a year.

The Food Waste Index Report
2021, from the United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) and partner organisa-

tion WRAP, said that around 931
million tonnes of  food waste was
generated in 2019, sixty-one per
cent of  which came from house-
holds, 26 per cent from food serv-
ice and 13 per cent from retail.
"This suggests that 17 per cent of
total global food production may
be wasted," it said.

"The weight roughly equals
that of  23 million fully loaded 40-
tonne trucks - bumper-to-
bumper, enough to circle the

Earth seven times," the UN
agency said.

In India, the household food
waste estimate is 50 kg per capita
per year, or 68,760,163 tonnes a

year. The household food waste
estimate in the US is 59 kg per
capita per year, or 19,359,951
tonnes a year, while for China
these estimates are 64 kg per
capita per year or 91,646,213
tonnes a year.

The report looks at food waste
that occurs in retail outlets,
restaurants and homes - count-
ing both food and inedible parts
like bones and shells and pres-
ents the most comprehensive

food waste data collection, analy-
sis and modelling to date.

It finds that in nearly every
country that has measured food
waste, it was substantial, regard-
less of  income level. It shows
that most of  this waste comes
from households, which discard
11 per cent of  the total food avail-
able at the consumption stage of
the supply chain. Food services
and retail outlets waste 5 per
cent and 2 per cent respectively.

931 mn tonnes of food wasted globally in 2019: UN

BEIJING: As the ice-covered parts of the Arctic Ocean melt due to
climate change, China has flagged its interest to take part in
building "Polar Silk Road", raising prospects for the emergence of a
new sea route. China will participate in the pragmatic cooperation

on the Arctic and the building of a "Polar Silk Road," the state-run
Xinhua news agency quoted the draft outline of the 14th Five-Year
Plan (2021-2025) for national economic and social development
and the long-range objectives to the year 2035.

China to push for building ‘Polar Silk Road’ in Arctic Ocean WORLD 
INDORE | SATURDAY | MARCH  6, 2021
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People gather to lay flowers at the grave of Soviet leader Joseph Stalin near
Red Square in Moscow on Friday, to mark the 68th anniversary his death. –AFP

Indo-Pacific: Biden wants direct engagement
AGENCIES
Washington

US President Joe Biden looks for-
ward to engaging with his coun-
terparts in Australia, India and
Japan in the Indo-Pacific region
as soon as possible, according to
a senior administration official.
Quad comprises Japan, India,
Australia and the US. The four
countries had in 2017 given shape
to the long-pending proposal of
setting up the "Quad" or the
Quadrilateral coalition to count-
er China's aggressive behaviour
in the Indo-Pacific region.

"President Biden has had
warm and productive early con-
versations with his counterparts
in Australia, India, and Japan,
and looks forward to engaging
even more directly with our
partners in the Indo-Pacific as
soon as possible," a senior ad-
ministration official told PTI. In
less than 50 days after being
sworn in as the President of  the
United States, Biden and his ad-
ministration, including Secre-
tary of  State Tony Blinken, De-
fence Secretary Lloyd Austin
and National Security Advisor
(NSA) Jake Sullivan have had
unprecedented engagement
with their counterparts from
Quad countries, the official said.

Quad leaders were among the top 10 phone
calls of  Biden with world leaders. He spoke
with Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga on January 27, Prime Minister Scott
Morrison of  Australia on February 3 and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on February
8. Indo-Pacific region figured prominently in
each of  these phone calls.

The informal grouping of  Australia, India,
Japan and the US is called Quad, a format that

is strongly being pushed by the Biden admin-
istration.

Quad already has had its first meeting of  its
foreign minister. The Japanese media had last
month reported that a Quad summit is in the
works. Both the White House and the State De-
partment have refrained from making any
comment on a Quad summit so far. The Pen-
tagon last month said it supports such a meet-
ing of  its leaders.

Axios news website, citing people familiar
with the matter, reported on Thursday that
Biden plans to meet this month with the lead-
ers of  Japan, Australia and India in a virtual
summit of  the so-called Quad.

"By putting a Quad meeting on the presi-
dent's schedule, the White House is signaling
the importance of  partnerships and alliances
to counter China's growing influence in the
Indo-Pacific region," it said.

China hikes defence
budget to $209 billion

K J M VARMA / Beijing

China on Friday hiked its de-
fence budget for the first time
to more than $200 billion, over
three times higher than that of
India, maintaining a single-
digit growth for the sixth con-
secutive year with a 6.8 per
cent increase in 2021. The hike
in defence spending was an-
nounced by Chinese Premier
Li Keqiang on the opening day
of  the National People's Con-
gress, China's Parliament,
amidst a military standoff
with India in eastern Ladakh
and growing political and mili-
tary tensions with the United
States.

This year's planned defence
spending will be about 1.35 tril-
lion yuan (about USD 209 bil-

The increase is over
three times higher

than India’s defence
budget of about 

$65.7 billion 

IMRAN TO SEEK TRUST VOTE TODAY
HAMZA AMEER

Islamabad

After witnessing the shock-
ing defeat of  a ruling Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
candidate in this week's Sen-
ate polls, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan has sought a vote
of  confidence from Parlia-
ment on Saturday, which is
being seen a symbolic move
to ensure his standing as the
country's premier.

Addressing the nation on
Thursday, Khan announced
the decision after some of
his party members in the
Senate voted for Yousaf  Raza
Gilani, the joint opposition's
nominee for Islamabad, over
the PTI's Abdul Hafeez
Sheikh in a secret balloting.  

Gilani'S victory came as a
shock to Khan, who was
quick to join heads to assess
and absorb the blow.  

Opposition parties have
said that the PTI candi-
date's defeat has symboli-
cally proven that the Prime
Minister doesn't command
confidence of  the Upper
House anymore. 

In his address, the Prime
Minister offered to go into
opposition if  PTI MPs
thought he was incompetent.
"The opposition had a plan to
use money in the Gilani-
Sheikh contest. They spared
no effort to break away our
lawmakers and offered them
money. Their plan was to de-

feat Hafeez Sheikh to prove
that Imran Khan has lost ma-
jority in Parliament," he
said. "I will take a vote of  con-
fidence from the National As-
sembly on Saturday and am
ready to sit on the opposition
benches than giving amnesty
to the opposition," he added.  

Khan slammed the Elec-
tion Commission of  Pak-
istan (ECP) for failing to hold
fair and transparent Senate
elections, accusing them for
allegedly protecting those
who made money by holding
Senate elections through se-
cret ballot. "ECP's failure to
hold fair and transparent
elections had damaged the
country's morality and
democracy," he said.  

The premier also called on
his party members, who voted
against his candidate in the
secret balloting, to come out
in the open and vote against

him if  they felt he was incom-
petent during the parliament
session, summoned by Presi-
dent Arif  Alvi.  

According to the tally, out of
341 votes, 341 were polled. Gi-
lani, also a former Prime
Minister, bagged 169 votes,
while the PTI's Sheikh
bagged 164 ballots. Seven
votes were rejected. This has
rung alarm bells in the ruling
party's ranks that members
within its party of  the elected
have ruled against its candi-
date through secret balloting.  

Experts have said that
Khan would be able to see
through the session as he still
holds greater numbers of
votes. On the other hand, the
military establishment was
quick to reach out to the
Prime Minister as Army
chief  and the spy agency In-
ter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
chief  met him on Thursday.  

‘Indian-Americans
are taking over US’
WASHINGTON: Indian-Americans are
"taking over the country", US President Joe
Biden said on Thursday, referring to the
large number of "incredible" professionals
from the community holding key positions
in his administration. In less than 50 days
of his presidency, Biden has appointed at
least 55 Indian-Americans to key leadership
positions in his administration ranging from
his speech writer to the NASA, to almost
every wing of the govt. "Indian - of descent
- Americans are taking over the country:
you Dr Swati Mohan; my Vice President
(Kamala Harris); my speech writer, Vinay
(Reddy). I tell you what. But thank you. You
guys are incredible," President Biden said.
Meanwhile, Indian-American Naureen
Hassan has been named as the First
Vice President and Chief Operating
Officer (COO) of Federal Reserve Bank
of New York.

AGENCIES
London

Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle have insisted they
should be involved in any 'for-
mal' investigation over allega-
tions that they bullied their
staff, a source has claimed.
The probe, which is currently
being billed as an 'internal re-
view' by human resources,
could hear evidence from up
to 12 ten royal aides who
worked for the couple.

The Duke and Duchess of
Sussex have not yet been
contacted about the probe,
which will be led by a human
resources manager from the
Royal Household. Past and
present staff  will be invited
to speak about their experi-
ences, with the aim to im-
prove human resources poli-
cies at the palace and see if
lessons can be learnt.

However, a palace aide told
the Daily Telegraph that the
Sussexes are unlikely to be
involved or even told about
the process, which has been
labelled an 'internal review'.

A source close to Harry and
Meghan said the couple had
not been told about the probe
and knew nothing of  its
scope. The source said: 'If  it
was an investigation into
them, of  some description,
there would have to be a for-
mal process where we would
have to be involved. A formal
HR investigation involves
formal accusations.'

The investigation may not
release its findings until

next year, with royal sources
saying there is no set time-
frame after the explosive al-
legations were made. There
could be as many as eight to
12 people wishing to give ev-
idence, although it has not
been confirmed who any of

them may be. 
The couple was labelled

'outrageous bullies', with 'bro-
ken' royal aides feeling 'humil-
iated', 'sick' and 'terrified' and
even reduced to tears by the
duchess. The Sussexes strong-
ly deny the accusations.   

Harry, Meghan ‘insist they must be
involved’ in any formal bullying probe

‘Kate, Camilla leaked negative stories’

Meghan Markle has blamed Kate Middleton and Camilla for
"leaking stories about her" to the media during her time as

a senior royal, a source claims. A palace insider revealed that
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex thought negative stories about
them must have sprung from Camilla, Kate or even Charles'
households, writes the Daily Mail. And they went on to claim
that the couple "assumed that the men in grey suits were
obsessed with destroying them" during their time in the palace. 
The revelations come just days after Meghan was accused of
bullying royal staff and "driving out" two personal assistants,
with one former aide labelling Harry and Meghan "outrageous
bullies" in The Times this week.  These stories included an
incident in which Harry reportedly shouted at the Queen's
dresser Angela Kelly about Meghan's wedding tiara.
These claims that Meghan treated staff with "emotional cruelty"

and "drove them out" were "very concerning", the palace said. 

YouTube removes Myanmar army 
channels; UN to meet on crisis
YANGON: YouTube removed five channels run by Myanmar's military
for violating its guidelines, it announced Friday, as demonstrators
defied growing violence by security forces and staged more anti-coup
protests ahead of a special UN Security Council meeting on the
country's political crisis. YouTube said it is watching for any further
content that might violate its rules. It earlier pulled dozens of
channels as part of an investigation into content uploaded in a
coordinated influence campaign.  The decision by YouTube followed
Facebook's earlier announcement that it has removed all Myanmar
military-linked pages from its site and from Instagram, which it also
owns. 

90 dead in Afghanistan in 24 hours
KABUL: At least 90 people were killed in clashes and terrorist attacks
in Afghanistan over the past 24 hours, an independent war
monitoring group said on Friday. "Over the past 24 hours, our team
has documented 90 deaths, including eight civilians, five Afghan
National Defence and Security Forces (ANDSF) members, and 77
Taliban militants." Reduction in Violence (RiV) confirmed on its Twitter
account. The group said 33 people – 31 Taliban and two civilians –
were also injured in the same period. The deaths and injuries took
place after eight security incidents in five provinces.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard foils hijack bid
TEHRAN: Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard on Friday said
authorities disrupted the attempted hijacking of a passenger plane in
flight the night before, though it offered few details on what
happened. The purported hijacking targeted an Iran Air Fokker 100
regional commercial jet heading from the southwestern city of Ahvaz
to the northwestern city of Mashhad, the Guard said on its website.

lion), state-run Xinhua news
agency reported, adding that
the annual defence budget
maintains a single-digit
growth for a sixth consecutive
year. China's defence budget is
about one quarter of the US
figure, which is USD 740.5 bil-
lion for the 2021 fiscal year, it
said. Friday's increase is over
three times higher than India's
defence budget of  about USD
65.7 billion (including pen-
sions). Last year, China allocat-
ed 1.268 trillion yuan (about
USD 196.44 billion), according
to the state-run Global Times. 
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