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AP / NEW YORK 
 

The third week of testimony in 
Donald Trump's hush money 
trial draws to a close Friday af-
ter jurors heard the dramatic, 

if not downright seamy, ac-
count of porn actor Stormy 
Daniels, while prosecutors 
gear up for their most crucial 
witness: Michael Cohen, 
Trump's former attorney, the 
AP reported. 

  Daniels' story of a  sexual 
encounter with Trump was a 
crucial building block for prose-
cutors, who are seeking to show 
that the Republican and his al-
lies buried unflattering stories 
in the waning weeks of the 2016 

presidential election in an ef-
fort to illegally influence the 
race. 

Trump, who denies the sex-
ual encounter ever happened, 
walked out of the court in a 
rage Thursday, angrily telling 
reporters, "I'm innocent." His 
attorneys pushed for a mistrial 
over the level of tawdry details 
Daniels went into on the wit-
ness stand, but Judge Juan M. 

Merchan denied the request. 
Over more than 7 1⁄2 hours 

of testimony, Daniels relayed 
in graphic detail what she says 
happened after the two met at a 
celebrity golf outing at Lake 
Tahoe where sponsors includ-
ed the adult film studio where 
she worked. Daniels explained 
how she felt surprise, fear and 
discomfort, even as she con-
sented to sex with Trump. 

Plenkovic now Croatian PM-designate for third term 
ZAGREB: Croatian conservative leader Andrej Plenkovic was formally appointed prime minister-designate on Friday for a third 
consecutive term after he forged an alliance with an extreme right party following an inconclusive election. Plenkovic's ruling Croatian 
Democratic Union won the most votes at last month's parliamentary vote in the European Union nation, but not enough to stay in 
power on their own. The party this week agreed to form a coalition with far-right Homeland Movement for a parliamentary majority.  
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Netanyahu vows to defeat 
Hamas amid US pressure

ONLINE NEWS PORTAL / TEL AVIV 
 

Benjamin Netanyahu has 
vowed Israel can "stand 
alone", after the US warned 
arms shipments could be 
stopped if he orders a full-
scale invasion of Rafah in 
Gaza. 

Thousands of people have 
already fled the southern city 
after the Israeli military be-
gan what it called a "limited" 
operation on Monday, the 
BBC reported. US President 
Joe Biden has repeatedly 
warned against the opera-
tion, saying that it would 
cross a "red line". But Ne-
tanyahu dismissed the US 
warning, saying Israel would 
fight on. 

"If we need to ... we will 
stand alone. I have said that if 
necessary we will fight with 
our fingernails," the prime 
minister said.Netanyahu 
also invoked the war of 1948 - 
where the newly formed 
State of Israel was attacked 
by a coalition of Arab states - 
to dismiss the US warnings. 

"In the War of Independ-
ence 76 years ago, we were 
the few against the many," he 
said "We did not have 
weapons. There was an arms 
embargo on Israel, but with 
great strength of spirit, hero-
ism and unity among us - we 

were victorious." Despite Ne-
tanyahu's comments, his gov-
ernment has come under 
pressure after the US sus-
pended the delivery of 1,800 
2,000lb (907kg) bombs and 
1,700 500lb bombs over fears 
that they could cause civilian 
deaths in Rafah. Biden went 
further still in an interview 
with CNN on Wednesday, 
saying that if the attack went 
ahead he would further sus-
pend supplies of artillery 
shells and other weapons. 

Yoav Gallant, Netanyahu's 
defence minister, dismissed 
the US warnings, saying Is-
rael's "enemies as well as ... 
best of friends" should under-
stand that his country "can-
not be subdued". "We will 
stand strong, we will achieve 
our goals," he added. 

The comments came hours 
after the UN said more than 
80,000 people had fled Rafah 
since Monday amid constant 
bombardment and as Israeli 
tanks massed close to built-
up areas. The UN also 
warned that food and fuel 
were running out for the 
more than one million still 
sheltering in the city, 
because it was not receiving 
aid through nearby cross-
ings. 

Israeli troops took control 
and closed the Rafah cross-
ing with Egypt while the UN 
said it was too dangerous for 
its staff and lorries to reach 
the reopened Kerem Shalom 
crossing with Israel. Israeli 
forces  were conducting "tar-
geted raids" against Hamas 
elements in the city.

The Israeli military has 
ramped up its attacks 
in Rafah, southern 

Gaza, and hit Gaza City 
while crippling 
humanitarian aid 
operations across the 
Palestinian territory as 
ceasefire talks ended 
without a deal, as per a 
report by Al Jazeera. 
“People are petrified. 
People have been fearing 
this for a long, long time 
and it is now upon us. 
There is constant 
bombardment. There is 
smoke on the horizon. 
There are people on the 
move,” Sam Rose, director 
of planning for the 
UNRWA. He said Israel was 
subjecting Gaza to a 
“medieval siege” in a 
“scorched earth” war. 
Israeli forces seized control 
of the Rafah border 
crossing, sealing the crucial 
entry point for 
humanitarian aid. “No aid 
has come into Gaza now 
since Sunday. No aid, no 
fuel, no supplies, nothing.”

Israel ramps 
up attacks 

in Rafah

Russia attempts to breach 
Kharkiv region in Ukraine

AP / KYIV 
 

Ukraine rushed reinforce-
ments to its northeastern 
Kharkiv region to hold off a 
Russian attempt to breach lo-
cal defences, authorities said, 
a tactical switch by Moscow 
that Ukrainian officials have 
been expecting for weeks as 
the war stretches into its 
third year, the AP reported. 

Intense nighttime shelling 
targeted Vovchansk, in the 
Kharkiv region and less than 
5 kilometres from the Russ-
ian border, regional Gov. 
Oleh Syniehubov said. The 
barrage prompted authori-
ties to begin the evacuation of 
around 3,000 people. 

Then, around dawn, Russ-
ian infantry tried to 
penetrate the Ukrainian de-
fences near Vovchansk, 
Ukraine's Defence Ministry 
said, adding that it had de-
ployed reserve units to fend 
off the attack. 

Russian military bloggers 
said the assault could mark 
the start of a Russian attempt 
to carve out a "buffer zone" 
that President Vladimir 
Putin vowed to create earlier 
this year to halt frequent 
Ukrainian attacks on Belgo-
rod and other Russian border 
regions. 

 Ukraine had pre-
viously said it was aware that 
Russia was assembling thou-
sands of troops along the 
northeastern border, close to 
the Kharkiv and Sumy re-
gions. While the Kremlin's 
forces launched their most 
recent ground offensive in 
eastern Ukraine, Ukrainian 

intelligence officials said they 
expected the Kremlin's forces 
to attack in the northeast, too. 

Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
his country's military had an-
ticipated the attack and had 
calibrated its response. 

Michael Cohen next in Trump trial
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¸fWcXÜ ¸fÔÂfe I`Y»ffVf dU¹fU¦feÊ¹f U ´fcUÊ ¸fÔÂfe dU²ff¹fIY
CX¿ff NXfIbYSX IZY ¶fe¨f SXfþ³fed°fIY AQfU°f ·fû´ff»f °fIY
¨f¨ffÊAûÔ ¸fZÔ SXWXf WX`, »fZdIY³f SXfªf³fed°f ¸fZÔ IY¶f ¢¹ff? IYü³f
Àff±f IYü³f dUSXû²f ¸fZÔ? J`SX CXÀf ´fSX ³ff þf°fZ WXbE, VfbIiYUfSX
IYû ·f¦fUf³f ´fSXVfbSXf¸f IYe ´ffU³f ·fcd¸f ´fSX Af¹fûdþ°f
IYf¹fÊIiY¸f IZY QüSXf³f Qû³fûÔ IYf ³ff dÀfRYÊ Af¸f³ff Àff¸f³ff
¶fd»IY dU²ff¹fIY ³fZ d¶f¦f ¶fiQSX ¸fÔÂfe IYû þ³¸fdQ³f IYe ¶f²ffBÊ
Qe, ¸fÔ̈ f ´fSX ÃfZÂfe¹f dU²ff¹fIY IZY ³ff°fZ ¦fb»fQÀ°ff ·faZMXIYSX
ÀUf¦f°f dIY¹ff AüSX IYSXe¶f QÀf d¸fd³fMX °fIY ¨f¨ffÊ ·fe IYe,
BÀf QüSXf³f ¸fÔ̈ f ´fSX BÔQüSX IZY Qû³fûÔ dU²ff¹fIY ¸fÔQ-¸fÔQ
¸fbÀIYSXf°fZ SXWXZ, BÀf QüSXf³f ¸füþcQ »fû¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ ·fe CX°ÀfbIY°ff SXWXe
IYe IYBÊ ¸füIYûÔ ´fSX Af¸f³fZ-Àff¸f³fZ WXû³fZ IZY ¶ffQ ·fe
¶ff°f¨fe°f ÀfZ ¶f¨f³fZ Uf»fZ ·ffBÊ / QeQe ¸fZÔ AfdJSX SXfþ³fed°fIY
AQfU°f ¶fe°fZ dQ³fûÔ IYe ¶ff°f ¹ff dRYSX ¸füIZY ´fSX? dRY»fWXf»f
dUSXf¸f 

Jf¸fûVfe / BÔ°fþfSX 
´fi¸fbJ Q»fûÔ IZY VfûSX¦fb»f Uf»fZ ´fi¨ffSX ´fiÀffSX Afþ

Vff¸f ±f¸f þfE¦ff, B²fSX þ³f ¨fb´´fe IZY ¶fe¨f ·ffUe d³fd²f¹fûÔ
IYe Af§fûd¿f°f ¶fZ÷YJe WXZSX°f ·fSXe ¨f¨ffÊAûÔ IZY ¶fe¨f þfSXe
WX`, ½fWXeÔ þ³f IZY Àff±f WXe °fÔÂf À°fSX ´fSX ·fe ª¹ffQf ÀfZ ª¹ffQf
IYû »fZIYSX A³fZIY »fZ¶f»f ´fSX ´fi¹ffÀf þfSXe WX`, ½fWXeÔ EIY
U¦fÊ EZÀff ·fe WX` þû Qû ¨ffSX ¶ffSX ¦f»ff °fSX AüSX dRYSX ¸f³f
IYe, »fZdIY³f BÀf ¶ffSX ´fi¸fbJ Q»fûÔ IYe ³fþSXZÔ B³ff¹f°f ³fWXeÔ
WX`, d»fWXfþf QcSX QSXfþ, d³f¨f»fe, d´fLOÞXe AfdQ ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ
³ffSXfþ¦fe IZY ¶fe¨f ¶fWXb°f IbYL, þf³fIYfSXûÔ IYf ¸ff³f³ff WX`
MÑZÔOX ¶fQ»ff ¹ff dRYSX þ¸fe³fe ¹ff³fZ IYe »fû¦fûÔ JfÀfIYSX

VfWXSX U AfÀf / ´ffÀf CX¸¸feQQfSXûÔ IYe QbSXe? A³fZIY þ¦fWX
°fû BÔ°fþfSX »fZdIY³f A¶f °fIY Ad²fIYfÔVf ³fZ ¨fZWXSXZ ·fe ³fWXeÔ
QZJZ, AüSX ·fe ¶fWXb°f IbYL WX`SXf³fe ·fSXf ´fSX dUSXf¸f.

Ad²fIYfSX / ¸fþeÊ 
CX´f·fûöYf Ad²fIYfSX, þf¦fû ¦fifWXIY þf¦fû AfdQ ¶ff°fZÔ

IY¸f ÀfZ IY¸f Àff»f ¸fZÔ EIY ¶ffSX dUV½f CX́ f·fûöYf dQUÀf ´fSX
þûSX VfûSX ÀfZ ¶ffIYe Àf¸f¹f? J`SX BÀf ´fSX dRYSX IY·fe.
dRY»fWXf»f °fû dþ»ff ´fiVffÀf³f ³fZ CX´f·fûöYfAûÔ IYû Vfbð Qc²f
U d¸f»IY CX°´ffQ d¸f»fZ CXÀfIZY d»fE ¦f°f dQ³fûÔ AfQZVf þfSXe
dIYE d»fWXþf Qc²f dUIiYZ°ffAûÔ IYû Qc²f IYe ¦fb̄ fUØff, RZYMX
AfdQ IZY d»fE ¹fÔÂf SXJ³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ dIY¹ff WX̀ AüSX ·fe dQVff
d³fQZÊVf »fZdIY³f ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ JfÀfIYSX ¨f»f°f Uf»fe Qc²f QbIYf³f U
OXZSXe¹fûÔ AfdQ ´fSX ¸f³f¸fþeÊ, IYûBÊ þf¦føYIY CX´f·fûöYf Qc²f
AfdQ Vfbð°ff ¸ff´f³fZ IYe ¶ff°f IYSX°ff WX̀ °fû Àfe²ff Àff þ¶ff¶f
»fZ³ff WX̀ °fû »fZ ³fWXeÔ °fû Af¦fZ d³fIY»f? ÀfcÂfûÔ IZY A³fbÀffSX
VfWXSX U AfÀf ´ffÀf IYe ¶ff°f IYSXZÔ °fû Àfû ÀfZ Ad²fIY Qc²f
dUIiYZ°ff WX̀, »fZdIY³f QþÊ³f ·fSX ÀfZ Ad²fIY IZY ´ffÀf 50
RYeÀfQe ÀfZ Ad²fIY IYe ¦fifWXIYe WX̀, Af²ff QþÊ³f IZY ´ffÀf °fû
Qû³fûÔ Àf¸f¹f ¨ffSX ´ffÔ̈ f WXþfSX »feMXSX Qc²f J´f°ff WX`, »fZdIY³f
CX³fIZY QcSXf ¦fifWXIYûÔ IYû ·fSX́ fcSX Qf¸f IZY ¶ffUþcQ ÀfWXe ¸ff´f ¹ff
¦fb̄ fUØff WX` dIY ³fWXeÔ BÀfIYe dÀfRYÊ ÀU¹fÔ ´fid°fâf dUd·f³³f À°fSX
´fSX dþ¸¸fZQfSX ¸fWXIY¸fûÔ IZY ´ffÀf A¸f»fZ dIY IY¸fe ¹ff dRYSX
IYd°f´f¹f »ffBþd³fÔ¦f ¹ff IbYL AüSX »f¸¶fZ Àf¸f¹f ÀfZ ¨f¨ffÊ ¸fZÔ
WX̀ AüSX ·fe ¶fWXb°f IbYL dRYSX IY·fe, B²fSX IYd°f´f¹f Qc²f AfdQ
dUIiYZ°ffAûÔ dIY Qû QVfIY ¸fZÔ Àff²f³f Àf¸´f³³f°ff Af¹fIYSX
ÀfdWX°f A³¹f dU·ff¦fûÔ IZY d»fE?

d°fSXLXe ³fªfSX 
þ³¸fdQ³f IYe ¶f²ffBÊ 

¸fWXcÜ ·f¦fUf³f ´fSXVfbSXf¸f IYe
þ³¸fÀ±f»fe þf³ff´ffU ´fSX AÃf¹f °fÈ°fe¹ff U
´fSXVfbSXf¸f þ³¸fû°ÀfU IZY ¸füIZY ´fSX VfbIiYUfSX
IYû ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe OXfg. ¸fûWX³f ¹ffQU þf³ff´ffU
´fWXbÔ¨fZÜ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe OXfg. ¹ffQU ³fZ ¹fWXfÔ Àf¶fÀfZ
´fWX»fZ QVfÊ³f-´fcþ³f dIYE BÀfIZY ¶ffQ Àf·ff
IYû ·fe ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f dIY¹ffÜ 

¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe ¸fûWX³f ¹ffQU IZY Àff±f ´fiQZVf
A²¹fÃf UeOXe Vf¸ffÊ ¸fÔÂfe I`Y»ffVf
dUþ¹fU¦feÊ¹f  ÃfZÂfe¹f dU²ff¹fIY CX¿ff NXfIbYSX
dU²ff¹fIY SX¸fZVf ¸fZÔQû»ff dU²ff¹fIY ¦fû»fc
Vfb¢»ff ÀfdWX°f IYBÊ ³fZ°ff Vffd¸f»f WXbEÜ

Àf¶fÀfZ ´fWX»fZ ¹ffQU ³fZ ·fû»fZ³ff±f IYf þ»f
Ad·f¿fZIY dIY¹ff CXÀfIZY ¶ffQ ·f¦fUf³f
´fSXVfbSXf¸f IYe ´fid°f¸ff ´fSX ´fWXbÔ¨fIYSX QVfÊ³f
dIYE CXÀfIZY ¶ffQ CX³WXûÔ³fZ EIY Àf·ff IYû ·fe
ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f dIY¹ffÜ

¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe ¸fûWX³f ¹ffQU ³fZ IYWXf dIY
¹fWX UWX À±ff³f WX` ¹fWXfÔ ·fdU¿¹f ¸fZÔ dUIYfÀf
IYe AüSX ¶fOÞXe ÀfÔ·ffU³ff WX` EIY Bd°fWXfÀf
¹fWX ·fe WX` dIY ·f¦fUf³f dU¿¯fb IYû ·f¦fUf³f
´fSXVfbSXf¸f ³fZ ¹fWXfÔ ´fSX WXe ÀfbQVfÊ³f ¨fIiY ·fZÔMX
dIY¹ff ±ff EZÀfZ ´fdUÂf À±ff³f ´fSX AfIYSX ¸f³f
´fiÀf³³f WXbAfÜ  BÀfIZY Àff±f WXe ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe ³fZ

¸fÔ¨f ÀfZ Àf·ff IZY QüSXf³f ·f¦fUf³f dU¿¯fb AüSX
´fSXVfbSXf¸f þe IYe IYWXf³fe ·fe Àfb³ffBÊÜ
¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe þf³ff´ffU IZY IbYÔOX ·fe ´fWXbÔ¨fZ
¹fWXfÔ ´fSX CX³WXûÔ³fZ IbYÔOX IYf ´ff³fe ·fe ´fe¹ffÜ
Àf·ff IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX³fZ IZY ¶ffQ
¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe Àfe²fZ WXZ»fe´f`OX ÀfZ ·fû´ff»f IYe
AûSX SXUf³ff WXbEÜ

°fUªþû, SXfþ³fe°fe
Af¦f¸f³f IZY QüSXf³f ´fiQZVf IYe ´ffUSX

SXfþ³fe°fe IYû »fZIYSX JfÀfe Àfb¦f¶fb¦ffWXMX SXWXe,
´fcUÊ ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe IYe ²f¸fÊ ¶fWX³f AüSX ·ffBÊ IZY¸´f

¸fZÔ JeÔ̈ f°ff³f IYû »fZIYSX ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ Af´fÀfe
¸f°f·fZQ AüSX dUÀf ¨fb³ffU AüSX ¦»ffÀf IYû
»fZIYSX IYfRYe WX»»ff SXWXf WX`, d³fQÊ»fe¹f IYû
ÀfÔ¦fNX³f ¸fZÔ »fZ³fZ IYf ´fbSXþûSX dUSXû²f, ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ
·ffBÊ / QeQe JZ¸fZ¶fÔQe, »fZdIY³f Afþ
SXfþ³fed°fIY °füSX ´fSX ¶fRYÊ d´f§f»fe dQJe,
¶fd»IY ·ffBÊ  ³fZ ¸fÔ̈ f ´fSX QeQe IYû ·fSX́ fcSX
¸fWX°U dQ¹ff, UWXe ³fZ°fÈ°U ³fZ ·fe °ffSXeRY IYe,
B²fSX Q»f¶fQ»f IYSX AfE IYïfUSX ÀfZ »fZIYSX
A³¹f AüSX Af¹fûþ³f IZY QüSXf³f QbSXe IYû
»fZIYSX Àfb¦f¶fb¦ffWXMX, °fû BÔQüSXe ¶f¸f IYû »fZIYSX
·fe WX»f¨f»f SXWXe

ßfe ´fSXVfbSXf¸f þ³¸fû°ÀfU, ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe ´fWbaX¨fZ þf³f´ffU
´ffU³f ·fcd¸f IZY QVfÊ³f IYSX IYWXf Ad·f·fc°f WXcÔ  

´fiQZVf A²¹fÃf ¶feOXe Vf¸ffÊ U ¸fÔÂfe I`Y»ffVf dUþ¹fU¦feÊ¹f ³fZ ·fe ´fcþf A¨fÊ³ff IYe 

¦fb÷YQZU ßfe ßfe SXdUVfÔIYSX
þ³¸f ¸fWXû°ÀfU IZY AÔ°f¦fÊ°f

d¨fÂfIY»ff ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff 
¸fWXcÜ 13 ¸fBÊ IYû  ¦fb÷YQZU  ßfe

SXdUVfÔIYSX þe þ³¸f ¸fWXû°ÀfU IZY
AÔ°f¦fÊ°f dQ³ffÔIY 12 ¸fBÊ SXdUUfSX
IYû d¨fÂfIY»ff ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff IYf
Af¹fûþ³f SXJf ¦f¹ff W`XÜ ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff
7 U¿fÊ ÀfZ 12 U¿fÊ IZY ¶f¨¨fû IZY d»fE
SXJe ¦fBÊ WX`,AûSX ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff Àf·fe
IZY d»fE ´fc¯fÊ°f d³fVfb»IY W`XÜ
´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff ¸fZÔ ´fi±f¸f ,dõ°fe¹f AüSX
°fÈ°fe¹f ´fbøYÀIYfSX SXJZ ¦fE WXZ.Vff¸f 5
ÀfZ 7 ¶fþZ °fIY  ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff Äff³f
¸fÔdQSX IZY»fûQ RYfMXf ¸fWXc ¸fÔOX»fZV½fSX
SXûOX ´fSX WXûÔ¦feÜ 

¸fWXcÜ dþ»ff IYfÔ¦fiZÀf ´fiUöYf þb¦f³fc þfQUdÀfÔWX
²f³ffU°f ³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff ¦fif¸f ¨fûSX»f ¸fZ dÀf¸fSXû»f
¶»ffIY IYfÔ¦fiZÀf A²¹fÃf U ÀfSX´fÔ¨f AVfûIY Àf`³fe
IZY ³fZ°fÈ°U ¸fZÔ ²ffSX ¸fWXc »fûIYÀf·ff IYfÔ¦fiZÀf
´fi°¹ffVfe  SXf²fZV¹ff¸f ¸fbUZ»f IZY Àf¸f±fÊ³f ¸fZÔ
³fb¢IYOÞX Àf·ff IYf Af¹fûþ³f dIY¹ffÜ IYfÔ¦fiZÀf IYe
SXed°f ³fed°f ÀfZ ´fi·ffdU°f WXûIYSX ·ffþ´ff ³fZ°ff
³fIbY»f ÀfZ³f ³fZ IYfÔ¦fiZÀf IYf Qf¸f³f ±ff¸ffÜ Àf·ff
¸fZÔ ¸fb£¹f øY´f ÀfZ CX¸¸feQUfSX SXf²fZV¹ff¸f ¸fbUZ»f,
dþ»ff IYfÔ¦fiZÀf A²¹fÃf ÀfQfdVfU ¹ffQU,
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