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VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT 
Lucknow, 27 February 

To expedite private projects proposed at the 
recent Uttar Pradesh (UP) Global Investors 
Summit (GIS) 2023, the UP government has 
prepared to auction off almost 635 hectares. 

The land, equalling nearly 888 Olympic 
soccer stadiums, has been identified in the 
urban pockets for allotment to investors. 

According to sources, the land has been 
arranged for urban-centric projects, including 
hotels, schools, group housing, hospitals, 
nursing homes, CNG filling stations, logistics, 
and shopping centres. 

“The process of preparing a menu of 
industrial grade land across UP had started 
much before the GIS was organised in 
Lucknow. The industrial development bodies 
as well as the housing department had been 
tasked with identifying suitable land for 
prospective allotment,” a government 
spokesperson said. 

Earlier, UP Housing And Urban Planning 
Principal Secretary Nitin Ramesh Gokarn had 
directed these agencies to prepare the 
required land bank and file a detailed report 
— which has now been submitted to the gov-

ernment for action. Since these plots are pri-
marily located in the urban areas, the auction 
is expected to fetch a higher price to the devel-
opment authorities or to the individual land 
owners, including farmers. 

With the Yogi Adityanath government 2.0 
netting investment proposals of more than 
~33.50 trillion from over 19,000 investors at 
the three-day GIS spanning February 10-12, 
the state has kicked off a process to materialise 
these projects at the earliest. To supplement 
the menu of industrial land, the state will not 
only allot fresh land but also utilise the expan-
sive plots of defunct government-owned 
industrial units across 75 districts of UP. 

According to an estimate, the government 
is even mulling to utilise the land of defunct 
textile mills — estimated at 1,500 acres — for 
fresh allotment.  

For this purpose, the state will first settle 
all outstanding dues of these units before for-
mally acquiring land for re-allotment. 

These defunct mills are located in Meerut, 
Hardoi, Jhansi, Prayagraj, Banda, Ballia, Mau, 
Rae Bareli, Barabanki, Amroha, Bareilly, 
Ghazipur, Fatehpur, Farrukhabad,  
Sitapur, Bijnor, Sant Kabirnagar, and 
Bulandshahr districts. 

R KRISHNA DAS 
Raipur, 27 February 

Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP), a 
Chhattisgarh-based arm of 
Steel Authority of India 
(SAIL), has received fresh 
orders from the UAE to sup-
ply large volumes of special 
quality plates. 

The plant has received 
an export order of 10,000 
tonnes — with plates com-
plying with European and 
American specifications, a 
BSP spokesperson said. The 
process of production is 
scheduled to be completed 
within March for shipping 
to the UAE, he added. 

The company is also exe-
cuting export orders for an 
additional volume of around 
10,000 tonnes of plates, 
which is likely to be com-
pleted in February. Plates of 
mild- and high-tensile 
grades complying with the 
European and American 
specifications are being sup-
plied through Tata 
International, Dubai. 

The spokesperson said 
the dual certification in the 
Grades BS 10025 JR-AR and 
A 572 Gr.50 Type 3 had been 
done for the first time in 
Bhilai’s plate mill. Step by 
step monitoring, along with 
the support from the plant’s 
quality department, has 
resulted in a successful and 
timely execution of the 
export orders. The steel for 
the export grades has been 
made for the first time in 
SAIL-BSP with the addition 
of boron in restricted quan-
tity and titanium, in compli-
ance with National Export 
Tax norms. 

The SAIL-Bhilai unit will 
ship 34,000 tonnes of plates 
to West Asian countries, 
including Dubai in the UAE, 
in the current financial year. 
The order includes around 
14,000 tonnes supplied in 
August 2022 with different 
grades dual certification to 
European and American 
specifications. 

SAIL-Bhilai 
gets special 
quality 
plates order

635 hectares on auction 
menu for investors 

UTTAR PRADESH CHHATTISGARH 

SANDEEP KUMAR 
Bhopal, 27 February 

Offering alcohol to the voter 
as inducement is commonly 
heard. But in MP, in the elec-
tion year, it is opposition to 
liquor that’s being used as a 
political handle. 

While the influence of for-
mer chief minister Uma 
Bharti, of the BJP, on the pro-
posed excise policy of 
Madhya Pradesh is an exam-
ple of this, another former 
chief minister Kamal Nath, of 
the Congress, has said under 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s lead-
ership the state has become 
“Madira Pradesh” (liquor 
state) because drink is cheap 
and foodgrain not so. 

Chief Minister Chouhan 
replied to say Nath had insult-
ed the 850 million “innocent, 
hardworking, duty-bound 
and patriotic people” by 
describing the state in such 

terms. In response Nath and 
his media advisor Piyush 
Babele shared a screenshot of 
Chouhan’s old tweet: “The 
Congress government has tak-
en a destructive decision of 
turning Madhya Pradesh into 
Madira Pradesh. They want to 
drown the state in alcohol 
addiction.” 

Under the new excise pol-
icy, the state government has 
decided to close “ahatas” in 
the state, and end drinking at 
bars. From April onwards 
liquor will be sold only at 
liquor shops. 

Staunch anti-liquor advo-
cate Uma Bharti took to 
Twitter, hailing the new 
liquor policy as ‘‘a historic 
and revolutionary step by the 
government’’. 

Senior journalist Sandeep 
Pouranik said: ‘‘This is election 
year and due to the actions of 
Uma Bharti, the state govern-
ment was under pressure. She 

was seen throwing stones and 
cow dung at liquor shops. The 
state government has cleverly 
found this way to satisfy Bharti 
and half the state’s population, 
i.e. women.” 

No ban has been imposed 
on the sale of liquor but a 
message has been given, said 
Pouranik. 

In December last year 
Bharti had said in a Lodhi 
community event: ‘‘I free the 
Lodhi community from polit-
ical bondage. In election time 
I will come and tell everyone 
to vote for the BJP because I 
am a loyal soldier of my party. 
But I will not force you to vote 
for the BJP. I am bound with 
the party but you are not.” 

The Lodhis fall in the 
Other Backward Classes, who 
comprise half the state’s vot-
ers, and are a deciding factor 
in Bundelkhand, where liquor 
consumption is an issue in 
rural areas.

Liquor politics hots up ahead of polls
MADHYA PRADESH
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Delhi excise case: Sisodia 
sent to 5-day CBI custody

Advantage BJP in Tripura, 
alliance to win Nagaland

A special court on Monday 
sent Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia to 
five-day CBI remand after the 
agency sought his custody for 
effective interr ogation to 
unravel the alleged scam in 
the now-scrapped excise pol-
icy for 2021-22. 

Special judge M K Nagpal 
passed the order on a plea of 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI), which pro-
duced the AAP leader before 
him a day after his arrest and 
sought his five-day custody. 

During the more-than-an-
hour-long hearing, Sisodia’s 
counsel said it was the lieu-

tenant governor who had 
approved the changes in the 
excise policy and that the cen-
tral probe agency was going 
after the elected government. 
“I can’t do anything. It has to 
be approved by appropriate 
authority,” he submitted. 

Earlier in the day, senior 
AAP leader Sanjay Singh  
lashed out at the  BJP and the 
Centre, alleging Sisodia’s arrest 
was “nothing but the BJP’s dic-
tatorship”. Hitting out at the 
AAP, the BJP asserted the CBI 
was acting lawfully against the 
“corrupt” but the ruling party 
did not seem to believe in law, 
Cons titu tion, and people.  PTI

Delhi Deputy CM Manish Sisodia being taken to Rouse Avenue 
Court in New Delhi by CBI officials, on Monday PHOTO: PTI

EXIT POLLS 

Exit polls predicted a win 
for NDPP, backed by the 
BJP in Nagaland, and a 

hung house in Meghalaya, the 
two states that went to polls on 
Monday, and seemed to oscil-
late between predicting a clean 
sweep for the BJP to a hung 
house in Tripura, where the 
Tipra Motha may emerge as a 
potential king-maker in the 
polls, held a week back. 

Nagaland  
In Nagaland, the NDPP is slat-
ed to get 28-34 seats with a vote 

share of 33 per cent, according 
to India Today-My Axis. 

The poll gives BJP a 16 per 
cent vote share and 10-14 seats. 
The Congress is predicted to 
get 10 per cent votes and 
between 1-2 seats and the rump 
of the Naga People’s Front 
which remained after some 21 
MLAs joined NDPP is forecast 
to get 13 per cent vote share and 
between 3-8 seats. Times Now 
similarly predicts 27-33 seats 
for NDPP, 12-16 seats for BJP, 
and 4-8 seats for NPF. While 
Zee News-Matrize is giving 35-
43 to NDPP-BJP, it has predict-
ed 2-5 seats for the NPF and 1-3 
seats for the Congress.   

Tripura 
Tripura, which the BJP had 
grabbed from the CPI(M) in 

2018, had exit results from 
three pollsters which varied 
substantially. 

IndiaToday-MyAxis indi-
cated that the BJP would get 
between 36-45 seats in the 60-
member Assembly by garner-
ing 45 per cent of the popular 
vote. It also predicted the Left-
Congress combine would get 6-
11 seats with just 32 per cent of 
the popular vote. The newbie 
Tipra Motha is shown as gath-
ering 9-16 seats from the tribal 
areas with a concentrated 20 
per cent of the vote share. 

However, the ETG-Times 
Now poll indicated that BJP 
would remain the largest party 
but with a substantial draw-
down from its earlier tally of 36 
to just 24 seats, while Left-
Congress would get 21 seats 

with Tipra Motha snatching 14 
seats in the tribal areas. The 
ZeeNews-Matrize exit poll pre-
dicted BJP and its ally would 
win 29-36 seats in Tripura, 
while the Left-Congress would 
get between 13-21 seats, and 
Tipra would get between 11-16. 

Meghalaya 
Both the Times Now ETG Exit 
and India Today-My Axis polls 
predicted a hung house in the 
state. The Times Now ETG Exit 
poll predicted Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma’s NPP would 
get 18-26 seats, TMC would 
take 8-14 seats, UDP another 8-
14 seats while BJP would get 
anything between 3-6 seats. 

India Today-My Axis pre-
dicted that NPP would bag 18-
24 seats, short of majority.  PTI 

Hung house 
predicted in 
Meghalaya


