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Boosters...
While the number of hospitals
administering booster doses
remained low on Day 1 of
booster doses for the entire
adult population, the number
of beneficiaries opting for the
jab was also fewer – but still
higher, compared to the past
five Sundays.

Moreover, some private
hospitals were in a bind over
pricing. They said the new
ratesweremuchlowerthanthe
pricetheypaidtovaccineman-
ufacturing companies and,
therefore,wouldwait forclarity
onpricingbeforebeginningthe
booster process.

Major hospital chains like
Fortis Healthcare stayed away
from vaccinations on Sunday.
“Wewelcometheexpansionof
precautionary doses to the
younger age group and expect
an increase in footfall in the
days to come. We have not
received any communication
fromtheauthoritiesor thevac-
cinemakers on the process for
receiving and administering
precautionarydosesto18-plus,
oronthenewcost.Thevaccine
stockwe are currently holding
was purchased at the pre-
viously approved government
prices. We will resume vacci-
nations as soon as we receive
clarifications, hopefully by
Monday,” thehospital said ina
statement.

Similarly, in Ahmedabad,
Apollo Hospitals and HCG
Hospitals did not kick-start
their drive onSunday.

AMRI Hospitals in Kolkata
has decided to start from
Monday. In Tamil Nadu (TN),
at least five hospitals Business
Standardgot intouchwithsaid
they were in wait-and-watch
mode due to low demand.
Some said they may start
administering booster shots
fromMonday.

Somehospitalsthatdidvac-
cinate on Sunday, however,
chose to charge the old rates.
Karnataka Health Commi-
ssioner Randeep D said the
state is waiting for written
instructions from the Centre
before formally asking private
hospitals tobringdownprices.

AlokRoy,chairmanofeast-
ern India’s Medica Group of

Hospitals, said, “According to
discussionswithhealthdepart-
ment officials, the old stocks
(300,000 doses of Covishield
and 4,000 doses of Covaxin)
will be administered at the old
rates. We are informing the
beneficiary that we are charg-
ing according to the price at
which we had procured in the
past from the Serum Institute
of India and Bharat Biotech.”

Privatehospitals inKolkata
had a meeting with the state
health department on
Saturday, which saw hospitals
highlighting the issue of exist-
ing inventory andpricing.

Some Kolkata hospitals
have decided to go with the
new pricing from Monday on
thebasis of discussions.

Rupak Barua, group CEO,
AMRI Hospitals, said AMRI
wouldcharge~380perdose.He
said the existing stock of vials
would be compensated with
additional stock at the new
priceof~225.AMRIhasaround
8,000 vials, of which 6,500 are
of Covaxin and 1,500 of
Covishield, with an expiration
deadline ofMay.

Gujarat hospitals, too,
awaited clarity on pricing —
from vaccine companies and
the government. “There is
already a huge stock of vac-
cines at the older price. We
need some clarity on whether
we can continue to vaccinate
at the older prices.We are ask-
ing people to come on
Monday,” said a vaccinator at
HCGHospitals.

“Also, there is a ‘no-return’
policy by the government on
doses.Thismakesit imperative
forhospitals toexhaustthecur-
rent inventorybefore sourcing
fresh ones,” said Dr Prashant
Deshmukh, chief operating
officer, CIMS Hospital, in
Ahmedabad. At Sterling
Hospital, thewalk-insandreg-

istrationshavebeensolowthat
the private hospital has been
scheduling only one day per
week for vaccinations.

The lower price, however,
may lead to greater footfall,
theysurmised.“Thereduction
in prices, as well as the large
size of the eligible segment,
coulddrivedemand.Whilewe
have already received some
enquiries from corporates, as
well as housing associations,
the public response will
become clearer over the next
week or two,” said Dilip Jose,
managing director and CEO,
ManipalHospitals.

The start to prevention
doses, however, was sluggish
across the country. Being a
Sunday and coinciding with
theRamNavami festival, foot-
fall was sparse at vaccination
centres inUttar Pradesh.

InTN,thegovernmenttook
thelead.It inauguratedthevac-
cination camp in private hos-
pitals at Meenakshi Mission
Hospital&ResearchCentre.“If
the government stops their
camps, interest will rise at pri-
vate hospitals. We are looking
to get some basic stocks. If we
get more interest, we will get
someadditional stocksand for
that we are in talks with the
Department of PublicHealth,”
said J Adel, general manager-
operations, MMHRC.
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KYC...
According to people familiar
with the development, an
investigationshowedthat large
sums of money – in lakhs –
changed hands through these
gaming appswithout anyKYC
check. Apart from the KYC
mandate,bringingskillgaming
appsandsitesunderthePLMA
would mean these entities
must appoint a designated
directorandaprincipalofficer.

Making such companies
reporting entities (RE) under
the PMLA would also mean
that these entities must share
the details of remitter, benefi-
ciary, andother relevant infor-
mation with the Financial
Intelligence Unit (FIU).
Gaming companies may also
be asked to flag a Suspicious
Transaction Report for any
transaction above ~50,000.

According to the sources,
there is also a suggestion to
considertheUnitedKingdom’s
Gambling Act for reference
whilemakingonlineskillgam-
ing companies reporting
entities under thePMLA.

Documents reviewed by
BusinessStandardshowedthat
the finance ministry and the
RBI have expressed concern
over lack of a framework for
regulating online gamingwith
stakes. Companies facilitating
suchactivitiesareincorporated
in the country as they are reg-
istered with the Ministry of
Corporate affairs. There is no
prohibition on foreign invest-
ment in these companies.

Sources said some of these
entities are registered inMalta
— a country that has been
flagged for strategic defi-
ciencies by the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF); it is
on theFATF’s grey list.

Moreonbusiness-standard.com

SOLUTION TO #3634

VVeerryy eeaassyy::
««
Solution
tomorrow

HOW TO PLAY
Fill in the grid so that
every row, every col-
umn and every 3x3
box contains
the digits 1 to 9

> BS SUDOKU # 3635

> FROM PAGE 1

DHRUVAKSH SAHA
New Delhi, 10 April

W
ith the Centre aiming for
rapid ramp-up of India’s
infrastructure (infra) and
logistics sector, theMinistry

of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways has
identifiedninehigh-impact infraprojects
worth ~1,913 crore as part of the Pradhan
Mantri GatiShakti-National Master Plan
(NMP). The high-impact projects will be
closelymonitoredthrough2022-23(FY23).

“Intotality,wehaveidentified101proj-
ectsestimatedtocostaround~62,627crore
under GatiShakti. We aim to complete
theseby2024,while thetarget for thenine
high-impact projects is by the end of this
fiscal year,” said a senior official.

The official, who is part of the
GatiShaktinetworkplanninggroup(NPG),
which oversees project management for
the integrated infra development pro-
gramme,addedthattwoofthesenineproj-
ects—extensionofcontainer terminalsat
Port of Visakhapatnam and mechanisa-
tion of container terminal of New
Mangalore Port — have been completed.

Otherprojects inthehigh-impactpipe-
lineare inadvancedstagesofcompletion.
BusinessStandardhadpreviouslyreported
that the Centre has identified a total of 81
high-impactprojectsundertheGatiShakti
NMP, almost half of which are to be
executed by the Ministry of Road
Transport andHighways. Fiveof theproj-
ects are to be executed by major ports at

an estimated cost of ~900 crore,while the
others are being taken up by the Inland
WaterwaysAuthority of India.

“Sevenof101projects (intheGatiShakti
pipeline) of ~2,369 crore have been com-
pleted so far, resulting in the addition of
150,000squaremetrestorageareaatports,
mechanisation of cargo-handling facil-
ities, development of 277 hectares of eco-
nomicandindustrialzonesonport-owned
land,andconstructionofcontainer termi-
nals,” said theofficial.

The ministry has also identified 80
roadwaysandrail connectivityprojectsas

part of the GatiShakti initiative. Another
official said that one of the reasons some
ports were earlier undesirable for the
industrywasbecauseofhighercargoevac-
uation time, as ports did not have suffi-
cientmultimodal connectivity.

“This is in addition to the 92 road and
93 rail connectivity projects that we are
managing under the Sagarmala pro-
gramme,” the first official said.

According to sector experts and gov-
ernmentofficials, theexistenceofdepart-
mental silos used to result in the stalling
of significant infra projects and duplica-
tionofwork.

GatiShakti aims to bring these prob-
lems to a halt through aunified approach
to infradevelopment.

Recently, theministryadmittedtohav-
inghit awall on thedevelopment of three
of the 14 coastal economic zones it had
identified under the Sagarmala pro-
gramme since other key infra initiatives,
such as the Bharatmala project for high-
ways and dedicated freight corridors for
railways, had been envisaged along the
sameroutes.Thenationalperspectiveplan
for these special zones is currently being
modified in viewof these.

The Centre has high hopes from the
initiative, with FinanceMinister Nirmala
Sitharaman calling it one of the top four
priorities of the government for FY23 in
herUnionBudget speech. PrimeMinister
NarendraModirecentlysaidthat the inte-
gratedinfraplatformcouldbeinstrumen-
tal for India to solve the menace of high
logistics cost.
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Vax makers promise more doses
to compensate price difference
AdayafterslashingpricesoftheprecautiondoseofCovishield
to~225perdose(excludingtaxes) forprivatehospitals,Serum
Instituteof India(SII)onSundaysaiditwill compensatethe
pricedifferencefortheunexpiredstocks lyingwithprivate
centres intheformof'cost free'doses. BothSIIandBharat
Biotechhavesaidthatthereducedpriceof~225perdoseis
effectivefromApril 10. Inatweet,SII saidthedueprocess
wouldbeinformedtoallprivatehospitalssoon.SIIalsosaidit
hasadequatestockstomeetthedemandinIndia. BS REPORTER


