
400 Maoists ambushed
forces; toll mounts to 22
ShahholdsreviewoverChhattisgarhattack,saysbefittingreplywillbegiven
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Police recoveredbullet-riddledbod-
ies of 17 jawans in the jungles of
ChhattisgarhonSunday,raisingthe

number of security personnel killed in a
fierce gunbattlewithNaxals theprevious
day to22 —thebiggestmassacre inmore
thanayear that also left 31 injured.

Thepolicealsorecoveredthebodiesof
three jawans killed in the encounter, an
officialsaid,addingasearchoperationwas
on in the forest to trace a missing jawan.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday held a high-level meeting to
review the security situation in the state,
officialssaid.UnionHomeSecretaryAjay
Bhalla, Intelligence Bureau Director
ArvindKumar, and senior officials of the
home ministry and the Central Reserve
PoliceForce(CRPF)attendedthemeeting.

The homeminister, who cut short his
election campaigning inAssamand flew
backtoDelhi totakestockofthesituation,
said a befitting response would be given
to those responsible for the attack at an
appropriate time.

“As far as thenumbers are concerned,
both sides have suffered losses and exact
casualty figures cannot be ascertained
immediately,” Shah said. “Our security-
men have lost their lives, we will not tol-
erate this bloodshedandabefitting reply
will be givenat anappropriate time.”

The dead include eight from the
DistrictReserveGuard(DRG), sevenfrom
the CRPF’s Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA), six from the
Special Task Force and one from the
BastariyabattalionoftheCRPF,”Inspector
GeneralofPolice (Bastarrange)Sundarraj
P told PTI. Themissing jawan belongs to
theCoBRAunit, he said.

He said the anti-Naxal operation was
launchedbasedontheintelligenceinputs
about the presence of Maoists of PLGA
(Peoples’ Liberation Guerilla Army)
BattalionNo.1 ledbyHidma,aNaxalcom-
mander involved inmanydeadly attacks
on security forces. He rubbished reports
of “a meticulously planned Naxal
ambush”,adding, “Security forces fought
bravely and inflicted a heavy blow to the
ultras during the face-off.”

Another senior police official said the
Naxals, around 400 in number, were
strategically positioned on a hillock in
front of Tekalguda village and around it.
Thepersonnel cameunderheavy fire fol-
lowingwhichafewmovedtothedeserted
village to take defensive positions where
theNaxals lay inwait, the official said.

Eighteen jawans were missing after
five security personnel were killed on
Saturday in the gun battlewithNaxals in
a forest along theborderbetweenBijapur
andSukmadistricts, police said.

“On Sunday, bodies of 17missing per-
sonnel were recovered during a search
operation,” the official said. Some
weaponsof the forcesweremissing.

Separate joint teamsofsecurity forces,
comprising over 2,000 personnel,
launched an anti-Naxal operation in the
South Bastar forests, considered as a
Maoiststronghold,onFridaynight.When
the patrolling team dispatched from
Tarremwasadvancingthroughtheforest
near Jonaguda, it was ambushed by
cadres of PLGA battalion of Maoists and
agunbattle ensued, he said.

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 4 April

Ethanol blending in India has reached more
than7.2percent—the first time ithas reached
this level — in the first four months of the
ethanol supply year 2020-21 (December to
November), putting the country on course to
meet thetargetof 10percentblendingby2022.

According to industry sources, if oil-mar-
keting companies (OMCs) lift the ethanol they
had contracted for, in thenext fewmonths all-
India average blending could be even near 8
per cent by the time the season ends in
November. So far, the best ever ethanol blend
with petrol has been around 5.2 per cent at all-
India level.

In states such as Goa, Karnataka,
Maharashtra,Gujarat,UttarPradesh,Haryana,
Punjab, Delhi, Uttarakhand, and Himachal
Pradesh (and Daman and Diu, a Union
Territory), 9.5-10 per cent ethanol is being
blended with petrol. This means these states
are close to the 2022 target.

But, it hasn’t been all smooth so far. Sugar
industry players say blending could have
been more in the first four months of the
2020-21 season but for some strategic errors
by OMCs in estimating the storage capacity.
Owing to this, mills are being compelled to
supply ethanol to depots far from their pro-
duction units.

The data from industry sources says till
March 29, OMCs have asked for 4.57 billion
litres for 2020-21. Of this, sugar companies
have finalised bids for 3.25 billion litres.
Against this, around 2.98 billion litres of
ethanol has been contracted. Of this 1 billion
litres (around33.5percent)hasbeensupplied,
while the rest is in the process of being deliv-
ered. Around 770million litres has been pro-
duced from B-heavymolasses and sugarcane
juice, whichwill lead to a shortfall of 800,000
tonnes of surplus sugar. Industry players say
in2020-21 therewillbeadecline inproduction
of around 2 million tonnes of sugar because
of this diversion of sugarcane for ethanol.

Accordingtotheethanolpolicy, sugarcom-

panies are under obligation to deliver the con-
tracted ethanol to the nearest OMC depot, for
which OMCs are supposed to pay the trans-
portation charges. However, sugar companies
say OMCs do not do the full reimbursement
because the base ratewas fixed inOctober last
year (before the current spurt in fuel prices).
This is why sugar companies have to bear an
additional burden of ~3-5 per litre. Diesel rates
have gone up by more than 25 per cent since
October. Sugar companies want the base rate
revised. The Indian Sugar Mills Association
(ISMA)hassuggestedthat if theOMCsfeel that
thetransportationratescannotberevised, then
they could enter into contracts with trans-
porters (as is done in the case of petrol).

The problem of reimbursement has also
become acute because in several cases OMCs
have changed the ethanol delivery depot early
in the season because the ones preferred by
sugarcompaniesneartheirplantsaren’tempty.
The relocated depots are situated in states
which have just initiated the blending pro-
grammeandthereforetheydon’thavetheade-
quate infrastructure tohandle ethanol.

This has pushed up the turnaround time
of tankers containing ethanol from one-two
days to 15-20 days.

At7.2%,Indiablends
recordethanolwith
petrol infirst4mths

Securitypersonnelpatrol after anattackbyMaoist fighters inBijapur in
Chhattisgarh PHOTO: REUTERS
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The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) has come out
withnewincometax returns
(ITRs), aligning them with
the changes made in the
FinanceAct, 2020.However,
the department has not
changed ITRs significantly,
considering Covid-19 crisis.

Naveen Wadhwa, expert
at Taxmann, said one of the
amendments carried out in
the Finance Act, 2020,
allowed to defer the pay-
ment of tax on Employees’
Stock Option (ESOPs) allot-
ted by eligible start-ups.

Subsequently, ruleswere
amended to provide that
theseassesseswillnotbeeli-
gible to furnish their returns
of income in ITR-1 and ITR-
4. Corresponding changes
havebeenmade to these two
forms,Wadhwa said.

ITR form 1 (Sahaj) and
ITR form4 (Sugam) are sim-
pler forms that cater to a
large number of small and
medium taxpayers. Sahaj
can be filed by an individ-
ual having incomeup to ~50
lakh from salary, one prop-
erty, and interest rates etc.
Similarly, Sugam can be
filed by individuals, Hindu
Undivided Families and
firms (other than limited
liability partnerships) with
an annual incomeup to ~50
lakh frombusiness andpro-
fession computed under
presumptive taxation pro-
visions.

Presumptive taxation
provisions allow companies
below a threshold to
not keep detailed accounts
of books.

NewITR forms
aligned with
changes in
Finance Act

Banerjee had accused the EC of not acting on complaints of alleged irregularities in
polling inNandigram. She later blamed outsiders for creating trouble
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NewDelhi,4April

In a strongly-worded rejoinder toWest
BengalChiefMinisterMamataBanerjee,
theElectionCommissionhas rejected

her claimabout the
presenceof out-
siders at a
pollingbooth in
Nandigramas
“factually
incorrect” and
“devoidof sub-

stance”.
In

a letter toBanerjee onSaturday, Election
Commission (EC) SecretaryGeneral
UmeshSinha also said, “It is being sepa-
rately examinedwhetherhappenings of
April 1merit any actionunder Sections
131 and 123(2) ofRP (Representationof
thePeople)Act and/orModelCodeof
Conduct.” Section 131 dealswithpenalty
for disorderly conduct in ornear polling
stations,while Section 123 (2) pertains to
“undue influence, that is to say, any
direct or indirect interference or attempt
to interfere on thepart of the candidate
orhis agent, or of anyother personwith
the free exercise of any electoral right.

The letter didnot specify towhom it

was referring towith regard to taking
possible action.

TheEC sent the letter toBanerjee,
who is theTrinamoolCongress chief, in
response to a complaint filedbyher on
April 1,whenpollingwasheld in
Nandigram, alleging irregularities in the
pollingprocess.

In its point-by-point rejoinder, theEC
saidBanerjee’s letter regardingbooth
capturing and thepresenceof outsiders
at a pollingbooth inBoyalwas “preced-
edbyamassive coverage all over the
country...which showeddozens of
audio-visual shots of your being in this
polling station”.

Factually incorrect: ECrejects
Mamata’sNandigramcharges

ON A ROLL
Ethanolblendingwithpetrolas
ofMarch29(%)
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