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R KRISHNA DAS 

Raipur, 9 January 

Uncertainty prevails over Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment’s participation in the bid to pur-
chase Nagarnar Steel Plant (NSP) of the 
National Mineral Development Corporation 
(NMDC). 

The state-run iron ore miner has set up a 
steel plant in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar district. 
The plant, with 3 million tonne per annum 
(mtpa) capacity, is scheduled for completion 
by March 2023. 

The Centre has set in motion the strategic 
sale process of NMDC’s Integrated Steel 
Plant (NISP). 

The Centre had on December 1 invited 
preliminary bids for disinvestment of the 
plant and offered to sell a 50.79 per cent stake 
in the company.  The demerger scheme was 
approved by the ministry of corporate affairs 
on October 6. 

Soon after the announcement, 
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel 
lodged a strong protest over the  
disinvestment. He said if the Centre went 
ahead with the process, the state would par-
ticipate in the bid and purchase the plant. 
The state government even brought a non-
official resolution in the Assembly asserting 
the state’s willingness to buy NISP. 

The resolution was passed unanimously 
in the House. The chief minister vowed that 
NISP will not be allowed to be sold to any 
private party. And, it would be operated 
either by the central government or the 
Chhattisgarh government. 

A senior officer in the industry depart-
ment, also associated with the Chief 
Minister’s Office, did not respond when 
asked whether the state government was par-

ticipating in the bid.  However, officials said 
that the process was yet to start as the state 
government had been examining the matter 
following manifold challenges. 

The last date for submitting queries was 
December 29. Interested players can submit 
their expressions of interest till January 27. 

Besides financial, technical issues are also 
reportedly creating hurdles. Without speci-
fying, the official said there had been clauses 
in the bid that prevented the state govern-
ment from participating in the process. 

Financial constraints in the state were 
reported to be the main reason for its reluc-
tance to buy the steel plant.

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT 

Lucknow, 9 January 

Ahead of the Uttar Pradesh global 
investors summit (GIS) next 
month, the state government has 
received investment proposals of 
~1.2 trillion from domestic and 
international investors. 

Against the GIS target of ~1.7 
trillion fixed by Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, the state has 
achieved 70 per cent of the pro-
posed investment goal four weeks 
in advance for the big ticket event 
in Lucknow during February 10-
12, 2023. 

While global investment pro-
posals worth ~7 trillion were net-
ted during the roadshows in 16 
countries, domestic investment 
proposals of about ~5 trillion were 
garnered when the CM visited 
Mumbai on January 5 to kick-start 
the domestic leg of roadshows. 

“A galaxy of Indian industrial-
ists and business leaders repre-
senting groups such as RIL, Tata 
Sons, Adani, Godrej, Birla, 
Piramal, Lodha, Vedanta, Parle, 
and Hinduja met the CM during 
his two-day Mumbai visit,” a sen-
ior UP government official said. 

In his interaction with domes-
tic industrialists, investors, 
bankers, entrepreneurs, the CM  
called upon them to invest in UP 
for realising the vision of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to make 
India a $5-trillion economy in the 
next few years. 

70% investment 
target received 
ahead of summit

Cloud over NMDC’s 
steel plant bidding 

CHHATTISGARH UTTAR PRADESH 

ANIL SHARMA 

Jaipur, 9 January 

The Rajasthan government’s 
programme of giving free seeds 
to women under the Mukhy -
ama ntri Krishak Sathi Yojana 
has become popular in the 
state. “Mini-kits containing 
seeds of moong, moth, urad, 
mustard, jowar, bajra etc have 
been distributed free under the 
Krishak Sathi Yojana,” a state 

agriculture department official 
said. This, he said, would 
ensure women’s participation 
in agriculture and their contri-
bution would expand the 
state’s economy. 

Agriculture Commissioner 
Kanaram said the agriculture 
department under this scheme 
in the past four years in the 
Rabi and Kharif seasons had 
distributed mini-kits of free 
seeds to more than 5.430 mil-

lion women farmers in the 
state, including over 2.606 mil-
lion in 2022-23. 

According to the official, the 
department has distributed 
over 811,000 mini-kits (of 2 kg 
and 3 kg) of mustard seeds; 
more than 860,000 of 1.5-kg 
bajra seeds; over 795,000 of 5-
kg maize seeds; 22,475 of 8-kg 
masoor seeds; 4,144 of 2-kg of 
flaxseeds (alsi) and 26,315 of 4-
kg moth, among others. 

Chandra Kala, a woman 
farmer in Aamli village, Kota 
district, said she got a mini-
kit of 2-kg mustard seeds 
gratis, and they were of high 
quality. 

She said purchasing seeds 
was not possible due to her 
financial condition and most 
of the time her fields would 
remain empty or vacant. 

Sumitra Devi of Khedli vil-
lage, Dausa district, said bajra 
seeds were of high quality, due 
to which there had been a 
bumper yield. 

RAJASTHAN
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The Nagarnar Steel Plant, with 3 mtpa 
capacity, is scheduled for completion by 
March this year

Aero show: Rajnath rolls out 
red carpet to defence attachés
AJAI SHUKLA 

New Delhi, 9 January 

With Aero India 2023 — India’s 
biennial aerospace exhibition — 
barely a month away, Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh invited the Delhi-
based defence attachés of more than 80 
countries to encourage their respective 
defence industries to attend. 

Addressing an ambassadors’ round 
table in New Delhi on Monday, Rajnath 
said the 14th Aero India, Asia’s largest air 
exhibition, would be held in Bengaluru 
from February 13-17. 

He said Aero India 2023 would “provide 
an opportunity for the Indian aerospace 
industry to showcase its products, tech-
nologies, and solutions”. 

With the Covid-19 pandemic having hit 
India’s last two defence exhibitions — Aero 
India 2021 and DefExpo 2022 — by dis-
couraging foreign defence firms from 
sending representatives, the defence min-
ister is optimistic of a large turnout this 
time around. 

He said the five-day event, with the 
theme ‘The runway to a billion opportu-
nities’ would cover over 108,000 square 
metres. Participation had been confirmed 
by over 645 exhibitors from 80 countries. 
Many more are likely to confirm their par-
ticipation in the month remaining. 

Talking up the success of Aero India 
2021, Rajnath stated it had been attended 
by over 600 exhibitors physically and 
another 108 virtually. He added that 63 

countries had participated and that 
around 3,000 business-to-business meet-
ings were held. He similarly termed 
DefExpo 2022 a huge success, with the 
“unparalleled participation of over 1,340 
exhibitors…” with 451 memoranda of 
understanding, transfer of technology 
agreements, product launches, and orders 
to domestic businesses, worth ~1.5 trillion. 

Describing India’s defence industrial 
capabilities, Rajnath said manufacturing 
capabilities were growing, “particularly in 
the emerging areas of drone, cybertech-
nology, artificial intelligence, radar, etc.” 

This had led to India emerging as a 
leading defence exporter, with exports 

having grown eightfold in the past five 
years and with India now exporting 
defence goods to over 75 countries, he said. 
The defence minister emphasised that the 
Make in India policy was neither isolation-
ist nor meant for India alone.  

“Our self-reliance initiative is the begin-
ning of a new paradigm of partnership 
with our partner countries. Partnerships 
are being made with global defence indus-
try giants,” he said. 

Rajnath cited the recent contract 
between Tata Advanced Systems and 
Airbus Defence and Space, Spain for  
manufacturing C-295 aircraft for the 
Indian Air Force. 

PMO to take final call on disbanding DCC 
SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY 

& ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY 

New Delhi, 9 January 

The Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) will soon take a final call 
on whether to disband the 
Digital Communications 
Commission (DCC), officials at 
the department of telecommu-
nications (DoT) said. 

“The premise of the discus-
sions remains the same. We 
have stated that the body leads 
to duplication of work. A deci-
sion on this is expected soon,” 
a DoT official said. 

“While the proposal to dis-
band the inter-ministerial body 
had been floated earlier as well, 
talks had not reached far. 

This time, the issue has 
been discussed in detail and a 
proposal to this effect has been 
sent to the PMO, where it is 
being reviewed,” he added. He 
stressed that the DoT expects 
a nod by the PMO soon. 

Led by the DoT’s secretary 
as ex-officio chairman, the 
DCC comprises four full-time 
DoT members, as well as four 
part-time members. These are 
secretaries of the department 

of economic affairs, depart-
ment of industrial policy & pro-
motion and the ministry of 
electronics & information tech-
nology. 

NITI Aayog chief executive 
officer has been a member of 
the DCC since 2016. “On many 
issues involving financial mat-
ters, and telecom infrastruc-
ture, other ministries are con-
sulted in detail, as a rule. In 
such cases, the DCC only serves 
to act as a further approving 
body. There is no need for that,” 
another DoT official said. 

Senior finance ministry offi-

cials also told Business 
Standard that there is duplica-
tion of work regarding approval 
of allocations and expenditure 
related to communications. 
Such decisions have to be 
approved by the DCC as well as 
the expenditure department.   
“The department handling all 
crucial budgeting decisions is 
rather incidental, given that it 
handles such decisions even 
while DCC is functioning. If the 
DCC is disbanded, such pro-
posals will auto m atically come 
to the expenditure depart-
ment,” the official said. 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh (left) at the ambassadors’ round table for  
Aero India 2023, in New Delhi on Monday PHOTO: PTI
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