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R KRISHNADAS
Raipur, 26 June

Coal India (CIL) subsidiarySouthEastern
Coalfields (SECL) recently launchedthree
projects that are poised to accelerate its
coal production anddispatch.

The threeprojects inauguratedbyCIL
Chairman Pramod Agrawal include Rail
RapidLoadOutSystem(RRLOS) inGevra
areaunderFirstMileConnectivity (FMC),
workshop complex in Kusmunda area,
andBaroud siding inRaigarh area.

The SECL under Chairman-cum-
ManagingDirectorPremSagarMishrahas
swung into action to meet the target of
200mtof coalproductionset forFY24. In

FY23, the company failed tomeet the 182
mt target and ended up with 167 mt,
whichwas 17 per centmore than the pre-
vious year. According to an SECL
spokesperson, the company has set up a
workshop for repair and maintenance
requirements of heavy earth moving
machinery (HEMMs).

Theprojects also include sub-systems
like dumper washing, bay lubrication,
compressedair,EOTcrane,powersupply,
indoor and outdoor lighting, communi-
cation, ventilation, and firefighting.

The workshop also has provision for
HEMMmachinery, suchasanexcavation
complex, E&M complex, store complex,
substation, pump house, administrative

office, canteen, first aid centre.
TheRapidLoading System (RLS) proj-

ect atGevra,which is set tobecomeAsia’s
largest coal mine with 70 mtpa capacity,
has entailed an investment of ~222 crore.
With the RLS, 20 million tonnes (mt) of
coal will be dispatched every year, the
spokesperson said. The capacity of the
bunker built in the RLS project is nearly
30,000 tonnes. Fromthebunker, 4,500 to
5,500tonnesofcoalcanbeloadedintorail
rakes per hour, the spokesperson added.

The complex in Kusmunda, the sec-
ond largestmine of SECLwith a capacity
of 50 million tonnes per annum (mtpa),
has been set upwith an estimated cost of
~248 crore in 16 hectares.

ANILSHARMA
Jaipur, 26 June

The Rajasthan government
will spend more than ~54
crore to distribute 6,250
scooterstothespeciallyabled
as part of its social welfare
scheme.Thescooters include
5,000for financialyear2023-
24 and the previous year’s
balance of 1,250.

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlothasapprovedafinan-
cial proposal for the scheme.

“Earlier, the state was
planning to distribute 2,000
scooters, which has now
been increased to 5,000," a
state government official
said, adding that priority
wouldbegiventothespecial-
ly abled studying in colleges
recognised by the govern-
ment or thosewith jobs.

The scooters are distrib-
uted to thosewhosedisabili-
ties are about 50 per cent or
more. The government has
also announced an increase
in the amount of one-time
economic assistance to
~20,000 from~10,000 earlier
for the specially abled.

5K scooters for
speciallyabled
this fiscal year
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VIRENDRASINGHRAWAT
Lucknow, 26 June

To promote small businesses
and start-ups, especially
helmed by women entrepre-
neurs, the Uttar Pradesh
government has announced a
slew of incentives, which
includeawaiverofstampduty.

The business ventures set
up bywomen in the compara-
tively backward regions of
Purvanchal andBundelkhand
wouldgeta100percentstamp
duty waiver, whereas the sub-
sidy would be 75 per cent in
other pockets. Such units
would also be exempt from
mandatory inspections for
three years from inception, to
allow these businesses to
establish and proliferatewith-
outworryingaboutprocedural
complexities.

Meanwhile, the state is
gearing up to facilitate bank
loanstotalling~20,000croreto
themicro, small, andmedium
Enterprises (MSMEs) on easy
terms this week. “The Yogi

Adityanath-government has
launched a slewof schemes to
promote theMSMEsectorand
make them globally competi-
tive,” UP MSME and khadi
minister Rakesh Sachan said.

Moreover, nearly a dozen
agricultural and traditional
productsare likelytobeaward-
edtheGeographical Indication
(GI) certificate soon.

The GI tag certifies
or authenticates the
bona fide of a local
product, thus
fetching a better
price for the origi-
nal manufacturers.

TheMSME sector
has been accorded top
priorityforequitablesocioeco-
nomicgrowth,wealthdistribu-
tion, and employment gener-
ation.

UP is home to the largest
number of almost 9 million
MSMEs and the sector is the
second largest employment
generator,afteragricultureand
alliedactivities.Thesectorcon-
tributes nearly 60 per cent to

UP’ annual industrial output.
At the same time, the sector
accounts for abulkof themer-
chandise exports from the
state. Now, the state govern-
ment is targeting to increase
merchandiseexports to ~3 tril-
lion in thenext 4-5 years.

Toprovideafilliptothesec-
tor, thestatehasannouncedto

facilitate the setting of
manufacturing units
on smaller land
parcels of between
10 and 50 acres, as
well as in flatted
factorycomplexes.

At theUPGlobal
Investors Summit

(GIS)2023, thestategar-
neredtotal investmentpropos-
als to the tuneof ~35 trillion, of
which the MSME sector
accounted for almost ~1.6 tril-
lionspanningmorethan9,000
projects. Since the state is now
gearing up to launch projects
of about ~8 trillion in the next
couple of months, the MSME
department is finalising the
line-upof projects.

Stampdutyrelief for
women-ledMSMEs

ThreeprojectstoboostSECLproduction

ACCENTREGION

State to facilitate loansof~20Kcroretosmallbusinesses

PM took surgical strike call in
10minutes,RajnathwarnsPak
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Jammu, 26 June

India is getting powerful and can hit
terror networks on this side of the
border aswell as across it if theneed

arises, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
saidonMonday, asserting that theworld
understood the meaning of zero
tolerance for terrorism through the
country’s actions.

“Pulwama and Uri were both
unfortunate incidents… The primemin-
istertookjust10minutestotakeadecision
(on carrying out surgical strikes) which
shows his strong will power. Our forces
not onlyneutralised the terrorists on this
sidebutalsowentacrossthebordertofin-
ish themoff,” Singh said.

Addressing a national security con-
claveheldat theUniversityofJammu,the
ministerstressedthattheworld, including
Muslim countries, is united against ter-
rorism. He said cash-strapped Pakistan
would achieve nothing by “parroting
Kashmir” and should instead put its
house inorder.

In his address, the minister asserted
that India has takenmajor action against
terrorism under the Modi government
andreferredtothesurgical strikescarried
out across the Line of Control (LoC) in
2016 and theBalakot air strike in 2019.

“India is not the same as it used to be.
It is getting more powerful. If needed,
India can hit on this side of the border
and can go across the border aswell,” the
defenceminister said.

UndertheleadershipofPrimeMinister
Narendra Modi, the government started

effectiveactionagainst terrorismand, for
the first time, not only the country but
alsotheworldcametoknowthemeaning
ofzerotoleranceagainstterrorism,hesaid
amidapplause from the audience.

Terrorists attacked an army camp in
theborder townofUri inSeptember2016,
resultinginthedeathof19soldiers.Afort-
night later, the IndianArmycarriedout a
surgical strike across the border and
destroyedlaunchpadsforPakistan-spon-
sored terrorists.

In February 2019, forty CRPF person-
nelwerekilled inasuicideattackontheir
convoy by terrorists in Pulwama district
of south Kashmir. Twelve days after the
terror attack, the Indian Air Force (IAF)
destroyed the terrorist camp in Balakote
inPakistan.

Singh said the democratic process
would soon be initiated in Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K). However, he did not give
a specific timeline for the development.
He also said the government cannot pro-
vide a specific time frame for the with-
drawal of the Armed Forces Special
PowersAct (AFSPA) from the region.

SANJEEBMUKHERJEE
NewDelhi, 26 June

India’s tomato and onion pro-
duction in 2022-23 could be
lower than the previous year,
whilepotatooutput isexpected
tobe6.34percentmore, reveal
the first Advance Estimates of
horticulture production
releasedonMonday.

The dip in tomato produc-
tionnotwithstanding, prices in
the retail markets have started
surging in thepast fewdays.

In some retail markets,
prices have even touched ~80-
100 per kilogram (kg), while in
thewholesalemarkets, therates
are in the range of ~50-60 per
kg. Tomato is produced multi-
pletimesayearatseveralplaces
and is particularly prone to
transportationdelaysandheat.
Traders said the spike in rates

was mainly due to extended
summers in some of the main
growing regions, coupled with
delays in transportation due to
suddenbursts of showers.

Meanwhile, thehorticulture
datashowedthatvegetablepro-
duction in 2022-23 is expected
to be about 212.53 million
tonnes (mt), which is 1.62 per
centmorethanthe209.14mtof
production last year. Fruit pro-
duction in 2022-23 is expected
to be about 107.75 mt, which is
more than 107.51mt in 2021-22.

The government said the
total horticulture production
was estimated to be at a new
record of 350.87 mt — a rise of
about 1.06 per cent over 2021-
22.Thiswillmeanthathorticul-
ture production will again be
significantly higher than the
foodgrainoutput in 2022-23.

Defence
Minister
Rajnath
Singh said
democratic
process in
J&Kwould
begin soon

Onion, tomatoproduction
likelytodecline in2022-23
Pricesoftomatotouch~100perkgin
someplacesduetorains,heatwave
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* Final Estimate; **first Advance Estimate; ***Total may not match as all items haven't
been included Source: Ministry of Agriculture
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