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Commissioncancels second
debatebetweenTrump,Biden

●NOVIRTUALFACE-OFF

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
Washington, October 10

THE SECOND PRESIDENTIAL
debatebetweenDonaldTrump
andJoeBidensetforOctober15
hasbeencancelled,theorganis-
ers have announced, after the
incumbent US President re-
fused to do a virtual face-off
withhisDemocraticchallenger
despiteconcernsoverhisCovid-
19diagnosis.
Inastatement,thenonparti-

san Commission on Presiden-
tialDebates(CPD)confirmedon
Friday that the secondversion
scheduled tobeheld inMiami,
Florida,wouldbescrapped.The
CPD said it was preparing for
thenextdebatetoheldonOcto-
ber22 inNashville,Tennessee,
lessthantwoweeksaheadofthe
November 3 presidential
election.
The first presidential debate

betweenTrumpandBidenwas
heldonSeptember29inCleve-
land,Ohio.The one-off debate
between thevice-presidential
candidatesMikePenceandKa-
malaHarristookplaceonOcto-
ber7inSaltLakeCity,Utah.
"On October 8, CPD an-

nouncedthatforthehealthand
safetyofallinvolved,thesecond
presidential debate,scheduled
forOctober15inMiami,would
beconductedvirtually,"theCPD

saidinastatement,officiallyan-
nouncing the cancellation of
theseconddebate.
"Subsequently, the cam-

paigns of the two candidates
whoqualified forparticipation
in the debatemade a series of
statementsconcerningtheirre-
spective positions regarding
theirwillingness to participate
in avirtual debate onOctober
15, and each now has an-
nouncedalternateplansforthat
date."
"It isnowapparent therewill

benodebateonOctober15,and
theCPDwillturnitsattentionto
preparationsforthefinalpresi-
dential debate scheduled for
October22,"theCPDadded.
Thecancellationistheculmi-

nation of a furious 48-hour
back-and-forth between the
commission and the Republi-
canandDemocraticcampaigns
over the format of the second
presidentialdebate.
The commission, with the

backingoftheirhealthadvisers,
announcedonThursdaythat–
becauseTrump testedpositive

forthecoronavirus–thedebate
thatwas scheduled forMiami
wouldbeheldvirtually,withthe
twocandidatesappearingfrom
remotelocations.Trumpswiftly
rejected that plan, saying he
wouldnot showupand setting
offaseriesofeventsthatputthe
futureofallgeneralelectionde-
bates intoquestion.
The Trump campaign has

alleged that the commission
was "biased" towards Biden,
while theDemocrat's teamac-
cusedthepresidentofducking
thedebate.
Biden has reacted to the

cancellation of the second
presidential debate in a state-
mentthroughaspokesperson,
calling it"shameful"thatPres-
ident Trump"ducked the only
debate inwhich thevoters get
to ask questions.""Vice Presi-
dent Biden looks forward to
making his case to theAmeri-
canpeople about howto over-
come this pandemic, restore
American leadership ," his
campaignspokesmanAndrew
Bates said.

The cancelled
debate is the
culmination of
a 48-hour
back-and-forth
between the
commission and
the Republican
andDemocratic
camps over
the format

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NewDelhi, October 10

INDIAREPORTED 73,272new
coronavirus cases in a spanof
24 hours, taking the overall
caseload to 69,79,423,while
59,88,822 people have recu-
perated so far, pushing the
recovery rate to 85.81%, ac-
cording to the Union Health
Ministry data.
The death toll due to

Covid-19 climbed to
1,07,416 with 926 people
succumbing to the disease
during the period. For the
second day in a row, the
number of active
coronavirus cases remained
below9 lakh.
There are 8,83,185 active

cases of infection in the
countrywhichmake 12.65%
of the total caseload,the data
stated. The Covid-19
case fatality rate was
recorded at 1.54%.
India's Covid-19 tally had

crossed the 20-lakhmark on
August 7, 30 lakh on August
23 and40 lakh on September
5. It went past 50 lakh on
September16 and crossed60
lakh on September 28.
According to the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), a cumulative
8,57,98,698 samples have
been tested up to October 9.
As many as 11,64,018

samples were tested on Fri-
day. The 926 new fatalities
include 302 fromMaharash-
tra, 114 from Karnataka, 68
from Tamil Nadu, 62 from
West Bengal, 48 from Uttar
Pradesh, 39 from Delhi, 38
from Chhattisgarh, 32 from
Punjab, 31 from Andhra
Pradesh.
Thetotal1,07,416deathsre-

ported so far in the country in-
clude39,732 fromMaharash-
tra, followed by 10,120 from
Tamil Nadu, 9,789 from Kar-
nataka, 6,293 from Uttar

Pradesh, 6,159 from Andhra
Pradesh, 5,692 from Delhi,
5,501fromWestBengal,3,773
from Punjab and 3,547
fromGujarat.
Thehealthministrystressed

that more than 70% of the
deaths occurreddue to comor-
bidities.
"Ourfiguresarebeingrecon-

ciledwiththeIndianCouncilof
MedicalResearch,"theministry
said on itswebsite,adding that
state-wise distribution of fig-
ures is subject to furtherverifi-
cationandreconciliation.

India reports 73,272 new
covid cases,926 fatalities

File photo of US President DonaldTrump and Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden
as they participate in the first presidential debate on September 29 REUTERS

REUTERS
Dhaka, October 10

PROTESTS ROCKED
BANGLADESH on Saturday as
hundreds of people took to the
streetstodemandjusticeaftera
series of rapes and sexual as-
saults that have spurred the
government to seek capital
punishmentforoffenders.
Suchincidentshavesurgedin

Bangladeshinrecentyears,with
gangrapesaccountingformore
thana fifthof thenearly1,000
attacks reported between
January and September, says
humanrights groupAin-o-Sal-

ishKendra.
"Hang the rapists," shouted

protestersgatheredinthecapi-

talDhaka and elsewhere,hun-
dredsofstudentsamongthem.
Manycarried placards bearing

messages suchas"Nomercy to
rapists"and"Pleasetellme,amI
next?"Thisweek'sprotestshave
prompted the government to
consider introducing thedeath
penalty foroffenders,with the
cabinetsettoreceiveaproposal
for urgent amendments
onMonday."Wearemakingthe
proposal on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's orders," Law
Minister Anisul Huq told
Reuters.
Saturday's demonstrations

were sparked by a video of a
groupofmenstripping andat-
tacking awoman in the south-
easterndistrictofNoakhali.

Bangladeshweighs death penalty
for rapists amid rising protests

Ahealthworker conducts rapid-antigen Covid-19 tests in
NewDelhi BLOOMBERG

Trump to
resume
campaign

US President Donald
Trumpwhowas conva-
lescing from Covid-19
infection, would hold
an in-person event on
theWhite House lawns
for the first time since
contracting the viral
diseaseonSaturdayand
hit the election cam-
paign trail from Florida
onMonday.
Thepresident tookto

Twitter to announce his
decision to return to
campaigning."Will be in
Sanford, Florida, on
Monday for a very
BIG RALLY!" he wrote .
Trump and First Lady
Melania tested positive
for Covid-19 last week.

—PTI

Students and activists at an ongoing protest in Noakhali,
Bangladesh REUTERS

Europe
unprepared
as2ndvirus
wavehits
EUROPE'S SECOND WAVE of
coronavirus infections has
struck well before flu season
evenstarted,withintensivecare
wards fillingupagain andbars
shuttingdown.Makingmatters
worse,authoritiessay,isawide-
spreadcaseof'Covid-fatigue'.
Recordhighdaily infections

in several eastern European
countries and sharp rebounds
in thehard-hitwesthavemade
clear that Europe never really
crushed the curve ashoped,af-
terspringtimelockdowns.Spain
declared a state of emergency
forMadridamidincreasingten-
sions between local and na-
tional authorities over virus
containmentmeasures.
Germanyofferedup soldiers

to helpwith contact tracing in
newly flaring hotspots. Italy
mandatedmasksoutdoorsand
warned that for the first time
since the country became the
Europeanepicentreof thepan-
demic, the health systemwas
facing'significantcriticalissues'
as hospitals fill up.The Czech
Republic's 'farewell covid'party
in June, when thousands of
Prague residents dined out-
doors at the Charles Bridge to
celebrate theirvictoryover the
virus, seems painfully naive
now that the country has the
highestper-capitainfectionrate
at 398 per100,000 residents.

—AP

Pune
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