


New Delhi:While the formal de-
cision to effect demonetisation
was taken on November 8, con-
sultations with the RBI at a very
senior level had commenced as
early as February, Union finance
minister Arun Jaitley said on
Tuesday. Replying to questions
in the Rajya Sabha, Jaitley said
the RBI board had “independ-
ently” applied its mind and
made the recommendation to de-
monetise two high-value cur-
rency denominations.

“The RBI board in May 2016,
as a part of these consultations,
had decided to go in for and ap-
prove the design and taken the de-
cision with regard to the high-de-

nomination currency which was
required to be printed as a re-
placement currency,” he said.

“Thereafter... meetings
used to be held periodically...
where the seniors in the RBI as
also in the government were
in consultation. Because the
decision had to be kept in ut-
most secrecy... these were not
put into public domain,” he
added. Jaitley said eight of the

10 RBI directors were present at
the November 8 meeting after
which the final recommenda-
tion about demonetisation was
made to the government.

Asked about charges levied
on digital transactions, which
the government is trying to pro-
mote, Jaitley said the RBI was
working on it, and that with an
increase in volume, the charges
would come down.

He said the RBI was working
to fix the merchant discount rate
(MDR) for debit card transac-
tions above Rs 2 lakh. Jaitley
said under the Payments and
Settlements Act, the RBI had
held that for cash transactions
up to Rs 1,000, the MDR rate
would be 0.25% and 0.5% for
transactions up to Rs 2,000 . New-
er technologies are making digi-
tal transactions cheaper and it is

expected that more people would
move towards them, he said.

The FM said demonetisation
was one of the steps that the
NDA government has taken to
curb black money, which also in-
clude the formation of an SIT. 

In a written reply to the RS,
Jaitley said over Rs 16,200
crore in black money had
been detected by the govern-
ment after investigations into
global leaks about Indians
stashing funds abroad.

“As a result of systematic in-
vestigations, undisclosed income
of about Rs 8,200 crore (including
protective assessment of income
of Rs 1,497 crore) has been
brought to tax in about 2 years on
account of deposits made in un-
reported foreign bank accounts
in HSBC. About Rs 8,000 crore of
credits in undisclosed foreign ac-
counts of Indians, whose names
were disclosed by the Interna-
tional Consortium of Investiga-
tive Journalists (ICIJ), have been
detected,” the FMsaid.

‘Talks On Cash
Ban Began In

February 2016’

RBI decided to print, approved
designs for new notes in May: FM
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The government told the Lok Sabha on Tuesday that there was
“no widespread distress sale” of farm produce, including

vegetables, in rural India in the wake of demonetisation. It said the
Centre did not have any reports on agricultural labourers losing
jobs, adding that the post note ban situation did not warrant
payment of compensation to farmers. The government’s remarks
came in response to a question on whether agricultural labourers
had reportedly been idle or retrenched on account of
demonetisation and if the government would provide
compensation and adequate remunerative prices to farmers.
“Price is determined by demand and supply and government has in
place a mechanism to protect the farmers from distress sale by
procuring agricultural produce through central/state agencies,”
said the agriculture minister Radha Mohan Singh. TNN

No farm distress due to note ban: Govt 

New Delhi: Poll-bound Uttar
Pradesh saw more incidents
of communal violence in 2016
than in previous years, ac-
counting for nearly a quarter
of the cases registered across
India, data shared by the gov-
ernment in Parliament
shows. However, the country
overall registered a fall in the
number of communal vio-
lence cases last year as com-
pared to 2015.

Minister of state for home
Kiren Rijiju informed the
Lok Sabha that 162 cases of
communal violence were re-
ported in UP last year, against
155 in 2015. As many as 29 peo-
ple were killed and 488 in-
jured in 2016, while 22 were
killed and 419 hurt in 2015. 

On the other hand, across
the country, 703 cases of com-
munal violence were regis-
tered last year with a toll of
86, against 751 in 2015 involv-
ing the deaths of 97 people.
According to the home minis-
try’s data, while 2,321 people
were injured across India in
2016, the figure for 2015 stood
at 2,264.

Congress-ruled Karnataka
reported 101 cases of commu-
nal violence, while BJP-led
Maharashtra witnessed 68. A
total of 12 people were killed
and 248 injured in Karnataka,
and six killed and 234 injured
in Maharashtra.

Madhya Pradesh, again a
BJP-led state, reported 57
cases in 2016 against 92 in
2015. A total of 191and 177 peo-
ple were injured in 2016 and

2015, respectively. West Ben-
gal, which is governed by Tri-
namool Congress, saw an in-
crease in the number of cases
from 27 in 2015 to 32 in 2016. As
many as four people died and
252 were injured in commu-
nal violence last year, against
five deaths and 84 injured in
2015.

Seven such cases were re-
ported in Manipur last year,
in which five people were
killed and 73 injured.

There was a silver lining,
with no incidents of commu-
nal violence reported from
Goa, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Naga-
land, Sikkim, Puducherry,
Lakshadweep, Daman and
Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, and Chandigarh.

Communal clashes dip, but
UP more restive than before
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New Delhi: Putting all specula-
tion to rest, the government in-
formed Parliament on Tuesday
that there was no proposal for
setting up separate colonies for
Kashmiri Pandits in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Minister of state for home
Hansraj Gangaram Ahir wrote
so in a response in the Lok Sab-
ha. The minister made it clear
that there was no proposal for
setting up Sainik colonies in the
state. Ahir’s reply flies in the face
of assertions made by some BJP
members in Jammu that separa-
te colonies were being set up for
Pandits who have been living in
exile since the onset of militancy
in the state in 1990. As many as
62,000 Kashmiri Pandit families
are registered as migrants. 

He informed the House that
the government had approved
only one scheme on November
18, 2015, under which 3,000 jobs
and 6,000 transit accommoda-
tion would be provided to the
Pandits. 

‘No colonies
for Pandits 
in Kashmir’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The number of
complaints against e-com-
merce companies has incre-
ased by more than 300% du-
ring the past three years, the
government told the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday. This po-
ints to the need for a robust
mechanism to deal with
such complaints in view of
the government’s thrust for
digitisation and more and
more people shopping onli-
ne.

Quoting the number of
complaints received by the
National Consumer Helpli-
ne (NCH), minister of state
for consumer affairs C R
Chaudhary submitted that
the provisions of the Consu-
mer Protection Act cover all
goods and services, inclu-
ding e-commerce.

The NCH data show whi-
le it had received only 418

complaints relating to e-
commerce in 2014-15, the
number increased to 1,386 in
2016-17 (till December end).
NCH has received compla-
ints against some popular
entities, including Paytm,
Snapdeal, Amazon, Flip-
kart, e-Bay, Myantra and Ja-
bong. Names of other
companies mentioned in
the reply include Book-
myoffer, Whaaky and
Askmebazaar.

“A consumer can file a
complaint relating to e-com-
merce transactions in the
appropriate consumer fo-
rum established under the
Act,” Chaudhary said. He al-
so said that before approa-
ching a consumer forum,
complainants can use alter-
native dispute resolution me-
chanism through the NCH
and Online Consumer Medi-
ation Centre in the National
Law School, Bengaluru.

Complaints
against e-tailers
up 300% in 3 yrs
Complaints against e-commerce companies received in NCH

Bookmyoffer.com

Snapdeal.com

Flipkart.com

Paytm.com

Amazon

Shopclues.com

*Till Dec 2017, NCH (National Consumer Helpline). 
Source – Parliament question answer (Feb 7, 2017).

Complaints (2014-15, 2015-16 & 2016-17*)

520
209

157
90

136
148

COMPLAINTS GALORE
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Finance minister Arun Jaitley at
the BJP parliamentary party
meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday 

PTI

Rahul had claimed that he has
evidence of the PM’s “personal
corruption” — a reference to
dairies and loose papers alleging
payoffs to politicians recovered
from two corporate offices. 

Apart from political attacks
that brought the fierce electoral
contest in Uttar Pradesh to Lok
Sabha, the PM used his speech to
offer comparisons with UPA, ar-
guing that his government had
implemented Congress’s pet
schemes more effectively. He said
the savings accrued by reducing
leakages and corruption
through the use of Aadhaar bio-
metric identity system had re-
sulted in thousands of crores be-
ing transferred to the poor and
needy.

He sought to link demoneti-

sation with the unease of the
“rich”, and said, “I know a lot of
big people are feeling uncomfort-
able... More such measures are
going to follow.” He also brought
up surgical strikes on terror
launch pads in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir and said, “The sur-
gical strike was such a big suc-
cess and I know it is troubling
you but your problem is that you

cannot say so in public.”
Modi countered criticism

that demonetisation had slowed
agrowing economy, saying only a
strong economy could have tak-
en the shock of the policy de-
signed to weed out black money.
“Before subjecting a patient to
surgery, a doctor checks all pa-
rameters of the patient and only
when those parameters are fine,
is the operation done,” he said.

The strident defence of de-
monetisation is significant in the
backdrop of Akhilesh Yadav and
Rahul making the currency ban
a key campaign point against
BJP in the UP campaign.

The PM advocated simulta-
neous elections to Lok Sabha and
assemblies, urging parties to rise
above political considerations as
“everybody will face some diffi-
culty” if it was implemented.

Note ban timing perfect as
economy was doing well: PM

This is the first time the PM has
spoken on demonetisation in
Parliament 

PTI
�Continued from Page 1

A
fter January’s Diva
incident, wherein
a piece of rail was
placed across the
track and the Jan

Shatabdi Express had a narrow
escape, a similar incident has
occurred in Kalamboli.

A1.5 metre piece of rail was
placed on a track in the Navi
Mumbai node on Monday night.
The motorman of the long-dis-
tance Pune-Santragachi Ex-
press, which had departed from
Pune, did not notice the rail in
the dark, and the locomotive hit
it. The piece got stuck to the
train’s cowcatcher (the iron
mesh in front) and got dragged
for about 50 metres. The screech-
ing sound made the motorman
apply emergency brakes. After
the train stopped, the motor-
man and his assistants removed
the rail. Experts said everyone
on the train was fortunate that a
major disaster was averted as
there was no derailment.

The police are investigating
all possible angles, including
sabotage. The RPF has regis-
tered an FIR at the Kalamboli
police station against unknown
persons (see graphic). Central
Railway’s senior divisional se-
curity commissioner Sachin
Balode said, “The RPF has en-
hanced patrolling along railway
tracks to prevent a repeat.”

ACP (Panvel) Prakash Nile-
wad said, “Pieces of rail are
dumped along tracks and one
was picked up by miscreants
and kept diagonally on the track
1.5 km from Kalamboli station.”

Meanwhile, the GRP, prob-
ing the Diva case, has ques-
tioned over 150 people, including
several disgruntled railway em-
ployees, thieves, robbers and
fishermen, and is yet to ascer-
tain who kept the rail on a track
there. When the Kalina Foren-
sic Science Laboratory collect-
ed fingerprints, it found that the
evidence had been contaminat-
ed as it contained fingerprints of
the people who helped remove
the rail from the track to make
way for the train to pass.

Last November, 150 people
were killed when 14 coaches of
the Indore-Patna Express rolled
off track near Kanpur, UP. The
role of Pakistan’s ISI and Dubai-
based anti-India elements was
suspected. Later, two WhatsApp
audio clips were recovered from
an accused, in which two sus-
pects could be heard discussing
aplan to derail the train.

Train hits metal
rod on track in
Navi Mumbai

George Mendonca
The

motormen who have averted
major tragedies which could
have occurred in this fashion
must be appreciated and their
diligence rewarded by the
Railways. The railway
authorities must also now
always be on the alert as the
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
accidents are already said by
the intelligence agencies to
have been the handiwork of
elements inimical to India’s
interests. Foolproof security
along the nation’s massive rail
network may be virtually
impossible, but eternal
vigilance is the only option. 

TIMES VIEW:

New Delhi:The Supreme Court
came to the rescue of a 22-year-
old pregnant woman, allowing
her on Tuesday to abort her 23-
week abnormal foetus as it po-
sed a danger to her life. 

A bench of Justices S A Bob-
de and L Nageswara Rao permit-
ted the Navi Mumbai-based wo-
man to abort after a medical bo-
ard, constituted by the court, fa-
voured termination of the
pregnancy as the foetus was not
normal and suffering from va-
rious anomalies. 

This is the second time in a

month that the SC has allowed
termination of pregnancy be-
yond the 20-week deadline.

In January, the court had al-
lowed another woman to abort
her 24-week-old foetus due to se-
vere abnormalities.

The medical board told the
bench that the foetus had no
chance of survival and the life of
the woman would be endange-
red if abortion was not allowed.
The court had on February 3 di-
rected King Edward Memorial
hospital in Mumbai to constitu-
te a medical board to examine
the woman and file a report on
her condition.

SC allows Mumbai woman 
to abort 22-week foetus
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
Garrison Engineer Deolali on behalf of President of India invites online applications from eligible enlisted contractor of MES
and enlisted/un-enlisted contractor working with other government departments meeting eligibility criteria for selection of con-
tractors for issue of item rate bids on Single Stage two cover Bid System for following works :-

For further details refer website:- eprocuremes.gov.in/eprocure.gov.in
Note :- Notice Inviting Bid as published in newspapers shall not form part of Notice of Tender /Bid document.

(PG Nath)
AE (QS&C)

AGE (Contracts)
davp 10102/11/3843/16-17 for Garrison Engineer

Sl.
No.

Name of work Estimated
cost (Rs.
in lakh)

Completion
period

Tender ID Last dated &
time of sub-

mission of bid

01 SPL REPAIR TO BLDG NO-T-110 (RADARS AND
METEOROGICAL SYSTEMS REPAIR SECTION) OF
ARTY STATIC WORKSHOP & BLDG NO-MLS-6-
7A(COOK HOUSE & DINNING HALL) AT RKT BTY
AND CERTAIN LBW WORK UNDER AOR OF AGE
B/RH/L UNDER GE DEOLALI.

Rs. 46.90 06
(Months)

2017_MES_104398_1 upto 1800 hrs.
on 15 Feb
2017

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Certificate(s) for the undermentioned Equity
Shares of the Company have been misplaced and the holder(s)/purchas-
er(s) of the said Equity Shares have applied to the Company to issue
Duplicate Share Certificate(s).

Any person who have a claim in respect of the said Shares should lodge the
same with the Company at its Registered Office within 21 days from this
date else the Company will proceed to issue Duplicate Certificate(s) to the
aforesaid applicants without any further intimation.

Co. Name : The Supreme Industries Ltd.

Navnath S. Tiwari
(Name of Applicant)

Date : 08/02/2017
Name of the Co. : The Supreme Industries Ltd.
Regd. Add. : 612, Raheja Chambers,
Nariman Point, Mumbai-400 021, India.

Folio
No.

Name of Shareholder No. of
Shares

Dist. Nos. Cert.
Nos.

06789 Sugriv Rambachan Tiwari 1350 2855121 to
2856470

6354 to
6354

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND
MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION, GUMLA.

e-Procurement Short Tender Notice
Tender Reference No. WRD/MID GUMLA F2- 56 / 2016-17

Date :- 04-02-2017

Note :- Only e-Tenders will be accepted.
Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer,
Minor Irrigation Division, Gumla.

PR No. 156147 (MINOR IRRIGATION) 16-17

Annexure 1

1 Name of the work Construction of Semartoli/NiyamToli Nala
Series of Check dam, Block Gumla, Dist.
Gumla

2 Estimated Cost Rs. 2,13,35,400.00

3 Time of Completion 335 Days

4 Last date/Time for
receipt of bids online

23.02.2017 upto 5 PM

5 Date of Publication of
Tender on website

16.02.2017 At 11.30 AM

6 Date of opening Tender 27.01.2017 Upto 3.30 in the Office of the C.E.
M.I.Ranchi.

7 Name & address of
office inviting tender

Executive Engineer,
Minor Irrigation Division, Gumla,
Karam Toli Road, Gumla.

8(a) Contact No. of
Procurement Osfficer

06524-222100

(b) E-mail of e-procurement
Officer

eemidgum@gmail.com.in

9 Helpline number of
e-Procurement cell

0651-2214784
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